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CHAPTER L 



In a rebellion^ 



When wbat** wA meet* but what QMit b«» nvai Imr 
Then were they ehoien ; in a better hour, 
l«t what it meet be said it must be meet, 
And throw their power ftfae dust. 

COAfO&AWff. 

Xv asimall apartment, remote from the rest 
of the guests assembled at the castle. Sir 
Duncan Campbell was presented with every 
specjies of refreshment, and respectfully at- 
tended by Lord Menteith, and by Allan 
lif^Aulay, His discourse with the latter 
turned upon a sort of hunting campaign, 
ill which they had been engaged together* 
against th^e Children of the' Mist, with' 
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. ^<* The cause alsb^'' said Loid MeRteithi^ 
interposing, <' is far more general than Sif 
Duncan Campbell seems to suppose it. It^ 
is neither limited to Saxon nor to Gael*- 
to mountain nor to atratb, to Highlan4% 
nor to Lowlands. The qu^tion is, if we will 
continue to be governed by the unlimited^ 
authority assumed by a set of peraoos ift 
BO respect superior to ourselves^ instead o£ 
returning to the natural government of the 
Prince against whom they have rebelled* 
And respecting the interest of the Higb^ 
binds in particular," he added, <* I a»ve 
Sir Duncan CampbeH's pardpnfor my plain* 
ness ; but it seems very clear to me, that 
the only effect produced by the present 
josurpation^ will be the agrandisement o£ 
one overgrown clan at the expence of every 
independent chief in the Highlands^'' 

" I will not reply to you, my lord,*" said 
Sir Duncan Campbell, << because I know 
your prejudices, and from whom they are^ 
borrowed j yet you will pardon my saying, 
that being at the head of a rival brapch of 



tUe House of €rrBbain» I have bMh.read of 
ifid kodwn aa Eaii of Menteith Who would 
have diftdained to have been tutored in ^ 
politics; of to have been commanded irif 
i^tf* b^ aa Earl of Mojotrose." 
t ^ You wiU fiad it in vain, Sir Doacao,'^ 
laid Lord Men teiih, haughtily, ^' toaet myi 
vaaifejp in;ai:m3 iigaiast my principles. The 
%ing49Lvemy aaeestoriB their titlie andt 
raak j aad these shall never prevent my! 
aictiag, in tiie Royal <^use, under* any onei 
w)io is better quaUficid than my sell* to be a» 
eoBSsnatider in chief* Least of all, shaHt 
my roiseraUe jealousy prevent me from: 
placing my hand and sword under the gui r 
dam^ of the brav^^t, the most loyal^ thet 
most heroic spirit among our Scottish no^ 
bility.'* 

" Pity," said Sir Duncan Campbell, *^ that: 
you cannot add to his panegyric the farther, 
epit^hets of the most steady, @nd the most; 
eoaststent« But I have no purpose of de^ 
bf^ng these points with you, my lord,"^ 
1ravil^2; his band^ as if to avoid further dis* 



9 T4£M ov msiMniMMU^* 

Cttsskmj ^ ibe die is eaa^ wi^^mi; aU 
- low me only to express my sorrow for the 
disastrous fate to wfaidi Angus M'Aub/al 
natural rashness, and your lordship's ihffu* 
ence, are dragging my gallsuit friMid Alhi^ 
here, iMrith his father^s c}a% and nmiy a 
ttfiave ttMi besides," ' ' i 

^< The die is cast for m aH, Sir Dun^n/*^ 
I'eplied Allan, looking gloomy; **< the iroii 
hand of destiny branded our fate upoi oo^ 
fore- head Imig ere we eonM form a Wistig- 
#r raise a finger in o^r own behalf. V/et€ 
tliis otherwise, by what means does the Seer 
ascertain the future from those shadol^ry' 
presages which haunt hts wakii^ and hia; 
sleeping eye ? Nought can be foreseen but 
that which is certain to happen.^ 

Sir Duncan Campbell was about to reply, 
and the darkest and most contested point 
of metaphysics might have been brought* 
into discussion betwixt two Highland diis- 
putants, when the door opened, and Annot 
Lyle, with her clairshach in her handy en- 
tered the apartment. The freedom of a 
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HighUmd inaiden wm in her step and itf 
her tyei for, bred up in the closest in-* 
timacy with the Laird of M<Aulay and htf 
brother, with Lord Menteith, and othei' 
young mea who frequented Damlinvaraeh^ 
she possessed Mne of thet timidity which • 
female educated chiefly^mong her own sex 
would eitiier have felti or thought neces* 
saiy to aasume, upon an occasion like the 
^sent» 

* Her dress partook of the antique^ fw 
new fashions seldom penetrated into thi 
Highlands, nor would they easily have 
found their way to a castle inhabited chiefs 
)y by men whose sole Occupation was wai^ 
and tlie chase. Yet Annot^s garments were 
not only becoming, but even rich/ Her 
topen jacket^ with ahigh cdlar, was eom^ 
i^osed of blue qloth, richly embroideredi 
and had silver clasps to ftsten, when it 
^a9ed the weaken Its sleeves, whicfc 
were wide, came no lowcir than the elbovi^ 
and terminated in a gi^en fiinge •y un'der 
4bi5 upptt tea^if it eatti be #o^rmed^<«hb 
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wore an under dress of Uoe sa(tm^ alidl 
rkhly embroidered, bat which was sevefal 
shades lightet in coiini]:! thaa the lipptr gar* 
metkti The petticoat was formed of tartan^ 
^Uk, io the setf or patteirn, c£ whkh the oe^ 
lour i^^bloe greatly prtedamiaaled, so as tfli 
remove the tawdry afibet too ftei|uettt]^ pm^ 
disced in tartaa, by the mixttire and strong 
opposition of colours. An antique silvet 
chain hung round her neck, and supfiorted 
die tifresty or key "^ith. which she ttoed. her 
pstrnment A small ruff rose above her c^ 
lar, and was secuted by a broach of some va^ 
Ine, an old keep.$ake from Lord Menteith# 
Her profusion of light hair ahnost hid he< 
laughli^ eyes^ whilcj with a smile and a 
bluph, she niieDHoned that she bad M^Ao^ 
Jayfa directions to ask then) if they qhosQ 
inuMc Sir Puncaa Campbell gassed witb 
con^derable surprise and interest at tb(^ 
lovely apparition which thus interrupted 
jjs^is debate with Allan M^AuIay. ^. 

<^ Can thi%^' he. said to, him in a ^hisp^r^ 
<< a ereatfu^c^ .bea^Ullii and eje^nfi^ bfti 



i*il6stio Biuttekn o£ ywir farotlMf « eitau 

tHUnMntr 

-7t«^90 meansi'' amwcred Allan, iiastilj# 

ytt^nitb wne hesitation ; <* idle is'a •«-•*» a 

-j^a«rTtfatim«if our finilj-^-Mid trwtad/' 

W «Mtd^ more firaly, «« at m adopltd 

^avf hter of our father'shhouse.'' 

As he spirice thos, he arose irom his seat, 
and with that air of courtesy which every 
Highlander can assume when it suits him 
to practise it, he resigned it to Annotx and 
efered to her, ^at the saaae tt«ie» whatever 
refreshments the tabl^ afforded, with an as* 
siduity wbkh was probably designed to 
give Sir DoAcan an impression of her rank 
and consequence. Ifauch was AUan^spur* 
pose, however, it was unnecessary. Sir 
Dnncan kept his- eyes fixed upon Annot 
with an expression of much deeper interest 
than could have arisen from any impression 
that, she was a perso^i of con3equenc6. 
Annot even felt embai'rassed under the old 
knight's stetfdy gaae ; luid it was not with- 
0fat conndtiwble hesitation^ that, 4funing 



H SUM iot mrxAmmom^ 



>tr inftmiiieirty and tecefriog an aiieiitiaf 
look from Lord Menteith and Allan, sho 
cxemited the following ballad^ whi^ our 
friend, Mr Secundus M^Phef»<MEi, wfaoa^ 
goodMM we bad facfiwe to •cfcdow i od g e, 
&a8 that tnmabted into the Bog^kii Uaigat i 

• t 

J 

THE ORPHAN MAID. 

t 

November's hail^doud drifts awaj^ 

t 

November's sun-beam wan 
Looks coldly on the castle grey^ 
Wlieii finnh comes Lady Anne. 

4 

The orphan by the oak was set^ 

Her arms^ her feet^ were bare^ 
The hail-drops had not melted yet,. 

Asud her nven 



'^ Ancl, dame,'* she said, ^' by all the ties * 

That iMid and mother know. 
Aid ime trilo nover knew th«te ji9% 

Bdieve an orpban's woe,*^ 

The lady said^ ^ An orphan's state 
* Is hard and sad to bear ; 

Yet wone the widew'd aMher^s 4ife^ 
> ^ WhoaMttiui bM lovd An4 baiSi . ... 
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M mum* m-mmmum if 

Since, while from veageance wild 
Of fierce Strathallan s chief I fled^ 
Forth's eddies whelmed my child." 

'' Since fishers cm St Bridget's mom 
Drew n«ts on Campsie side. ^ 

'' St Bridget sefkit no scaly spoil ; 

An infant^ well ingh dead/ 
They saved^ and reared in want and toil. 

To beg from you her bread.** 

* » • 

That orphan maid the lady kissed^— 

" My husband's looks you bear ; 
Saint Bridget and her mom be blessed ! 

You are his widow's heir.* 

lliey've robed that maid, so poor and pale, 

In silk and sandals rare ; 
And pearls, for drops of frozen hail. 

Are glistening in her hair.* 



*. Tt^ 



'♦TTie admirers of pure Celtic antiqui^, nfltwiihstaii** 
iiig the elegance of the above transhoion, n»y be desi* 
rous to aee a Htona veitfoo ftom the «rigia*l Oa*c, 






Wlub tlie ^ODg proceeded, Lofd Mem 
teith observe^i with some surprise, thi^ it 



wU^ we fthevrfire iobjpin; amU Jue^*- tmif to add^ 
diat the original ul ctepoaited wiihlilr Jledediaii Qeiah^ 

botham. 

Literal Translation. 

The haiUblaBt bi^d drifts awa^ upo^ the wjoga et 
the gale of autumn. The ^un looked from between the 
douds^ pale as the wounded hero who rears his head 
feebly on the heath when the roar of battle hath passed 
orer him. 

Finele^ the Ladj of the Castle^ came forth to jee her 
inaidens pass to the he^ ds witli their leglins. 

There eat an orphan maiden beneath tlie old oak-tree 
of appointment The withered leaves fell around her, 
and her heart was more withered than they. 

Th^ parent of the ice ^poetically taken for thft firoet). 
fftill congealed the hail-drops in her hair ; they were 
like the specks of white ashes on the twisted boughs of 
Ae blackened and balf-consumed oak. 

And the maiden said^ '^ Give me comfort^ Lady« I 
. am an orphan child." And the Lady reptied^ '^ How 
gvx I give that which I have not? I am thewidow^ 
^ slain lord>-?- the mother of a perished child. W^en I 
fled in my fear from the vengeance of my husban^a 
fbe, our bark was overwhelmed in the tide^ and my in* 



i^ppf!ire4-to ffroflaoe m tamk deqptr ^fect. 
jfp^n the mind of Sir DuncaD Campbell^ 
than lie could possibly have aoticipated 
from his age and character. He well knew 
that Jthe. Higbkoders of that peiiod pones^ 
ped a much greater seoiubility both for tale 
v:id song than was found among their Lowt 
land neighbours } but even this, be thought^ 
baldly accounted for the embarrassmeni 
jritb which the old man withdrew his eyet 



fant perished. This was on Saint Bridget'iB.mom, n«ur 
^ sistotig Ljns of Campiie. May ill luck light upoi 
the day." And the maiden ansvered, '^ It was on Saint 
Bridget's morn, and twelve harvests before this timc^ 
that the fishermen of Canipde drew in their nets neither 
grilse nor salmon^ but an infant half dead^ whohafh sinee 
irr^ ih'mi^ry^ and n-iUst die, unless s&e is now aided.^ 
4nd Ah Lady an^elred, ** Blessed be Saint Bridget 
md h^ VAorn^ i^r these are th^ dark eyes and the fair 
eon look of my slain lord ; and thine shall be the inh€^ 
litance of his widow." And she called for her waiting 
attendants, and she bade them clothe that maiden in 
dSk and in samite ; and the pearls whidi they h»v« 
wove among her black tresses^ were whiter than tht 
ftosen hail«drc^s« 



from the songstress, as if unwiHing to suffix 
them to rest oh an object so interesting^ 
l^till less was it to be expected, that fea*' 
ftires which expressed pride, stern common 
sense, and the austere habit of authorityi 
ithould have been so much agitated by so 

trivial a circumstimce. As the Chiefs htovt 

• 

biecame clouded, he drooped his large shag- 
gy grey eye-brows until they almost con^ 
Sealed his eyes, on the lids of which some^ 
thing like a tear might be seen to glisten* 
He remained silent and fixed in the same 
posture for a minute or two, after the las( 
»ote had ceased to vibrate. He then rai^ 
#ed his head, and having looked at Annot 
Lyie, as if about to speak to her, he as sud- 
denly changed that purpose, and was about 
to address Allan, when the door opened^ 
and the Lord of the Castle made fats a{^ 
pearance. 
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CHAPTER U. 



; Dark OAllbeirjouhi^kmr'd the gloomy day, 
WiU t»«r^ tke liiils, and JoulKrid graw iIm w^r ^ ^ 

Mora dutk, fiM>rd glooitty, and ttf>re dOttbifol, ahevM ' * 
TSw mamion, whicb received them from the road. 

Tub TkAVELLERS, a Eomanee. 

» N . . - ./ 

^' A)k3ir& ltl< AtiLAT was charged with a mta^ 
sage which he seemed to find some difficult 
fey in eommunltating ^ for it was not fill 
iifter he liad framed his speech several diC 
feretit ways, and blundered them all, IliaC 
he succeeded in letting Sir Duncan Camp-^ 
bfell know that the catalier who ,was to aei 
company him Was waiting in readiness^ 
and that all was prepared for his return to 
Inverary. Sir Duncan Campbell rose urf 
very indignantly J the aflSront which thia 



nMsage implkd imtnedii^ly driiing out 
of bis recollection the sensibility which had 
been awakened by the. music. 

<< I little expected this/' be said, looking, 
indignantly at Angus M'Aulay. <* I little 
thought that there was a chief in the West 
Highlands, who^ at the pleasure of a Saxon^ 
would have bid the Knight of Ardenvohr 
leave his castle when the sun was declining 
fixmi the meridian, and ere ihe second cxip 
had been filled. But fiirewell, sir, tiie food 
of a churl does not satisfy the appetite $ 
when I next revisit Damlinvarach, it shall 
be witb' a naked sword in one hand and a, 
fire-brand in the other/' 

*< And if you so^ cpme," said Ang^s^ *^ ( 
pljsdge my^^lf to meet you fairly, tbquglii 
you brought five hundred Cainp|>elic( at 
your hack, and to afibrd you and them sucb 
entertainment, that you <shaU not again cooc^ 
plain of the hospitality of Darnlinvarac))^!', 
, H Xhr'eaten^^ men," ^id Sir Duncan* 
^ live ioqg. Your, turn for gasccmadiigyg^ 
JUdrd'of M^AuIayi istoo well known» thai 
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mn of faoiKnir siwdd rtgsfd ycmr vtoMi; 
To you, my Iord» aad to AUwt who have 
supplied the place of my ckur^r host, I 
leaive my tteaks. Asd to you, pretty 
oufttress," he fiftid, addremog Aaaot Lykt 
M-tfats little token, of havhtg opened a 
finurtain whidi iuith been dry for many a 
year." So saying he left the ^partmea^ 
«»d commanded his atteodanto to he sum* 
moned» Angus M* Aulay, eqnaHy embar- 
rassed and incensed at the chaige of iohaa». 
pitoKty, which was the gfeatest possible 
aJRront to 4 Highlander, did not follow £Br 
Putiaan to the court*yard» where aouBliai^ 
bi3 palfrey, which was in readiness^ foltoww 
ed by aix! mounted attendants* and aocosK 
panied by the noble Captain IXUgatty, wbo^ 
had also awaited him, holding GustaToa 
F^ady fm action, though kb did not dtaw 
his girths and mount 'till Sir Diw€Aq ap-» 
peared,- the whole cavaloade l^t the eartlfe 
r Tke jouf ney was long' and toiliiMae^ biAl 
laittiout my of the extreme privatiooe 
vtuch the Laird of M'Aulay had fropbe^ 
fied. In truth, Sir Duncan was very ca||% 



tidiift to avoid ihtoMfimuet mA OMM^e seefet 
jmAMf by (Deaiii «f >wliiclir the eountj c^ 
Argyle iris neccmUe fnm the westward f 
ibr his r^laiion and chief, the Marquis» wa» 
vsed t^komtf that he irould not for a hun« 
dred thousand crowns any mmtat should 
know the passes l^ which aa armed forced 
qoM peoatratf into his country* 

Sir Duncan CamplieU, therefore, rather 
shonaad . the Hi^lattds^ and ^ling into^ 
the low cMoitryt made fca the nearest sea-: 
|K>rt, where he had several half-decked gat- 
fiea, ef hiriingsi as they were called, at bf» 
comsMnd. In one of these they embarked) 
wi^ Gusta^us in cmnpany, who was so^ 
seasoned to adventwe, that land and se^ 
seene4 as indififeareat to him as to his mas-: 
tan 

* l%e wind being faiflonrable, they pursu- 
ed tbeic miy rapidly with sails and oars ; and 
early the next iBMning it was announced 
to Captain Dalgetty, then in a small cabin 
«ttder the bs^f deck, ^at the galley wasT 
under tbe walls of Sir Duncatu Campbells 
eitsffie^, .»•'',••. •• -I 
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hippf ffl^Q.be CMie tipoife Uie <leok ef the 
gdkiTF I(. WIN ft l^ofioiy sgMvb tower, of 
cMH^denlil^ Mie im4 goec^t betght^ sHuated 
«ipon a headlftnd projecting iftto the sM 
^v«b^ lake, or ami of 4he isep^ #hich ^ey 
bui ^QJiered on the pieoedivg «v«Miteig. A 
WfdU with iiiiiEiftg towMs at «ach angle» 
smtotfiQ^leid the caetle to laadward ; but to» 
war(^s the laloe, it WM tmilt so near the 
^^k oi tb^l>necipice u only fedleawe room 
for jft batt^orgr pf aeven.giiM, dtdgved to 
prfted: t}K i^trfsis l«oai any inealt frai* 
thi^ u^^f although sttmted too Ugh to foe | 

of any efi^taal uae a»cofdiag to the ino^ 
4era iyatem of wiu-fare. 

Tb» Qaa^vQ fiiOi losing hehiM ,lte oli 
tower, fluqg its nhadow far on the lake, 
darkeaiog the deck of ^e gftifeyr mi which 
Captein Dalgcftty nov^ waifcegd, wiMig witb 
apmo impatience t^e ligii^ to Jand* Sir 
DimcgB Gamphidlf m he mm iMformod by 
hia at(e«(la«it«» ms^ dbready utthki Htm wdto 
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^ the castle j but no one eneouiiaiged '1^ 
eapt^n^« proposal of following him a^bor?, 
ttntil» as they stated, tiiey ^onM i^dve 
the direct permission ch* order of the fChigiA 
(>f Ardenrohr, ^ ' 

In a short time afterwards the man* 
date arrived, while a boat, with a piper 
in the bow, bearing the Knight of Ar^ 
denvohr^s crest in silver upon hts left 
arm, and {daying with all his might tlie 
&mi)y march, entitled The Campbells are 
Coming, mrived to conduct the tnviSy Of 
Montrose to the castle of Ardenvohn 
Tbt distance b^ween the galley and the 
beach ww so short as searce to reqnire the 
assistance of the eight sturdy rowers, in^ 
bonnets, short coats, and trews, whose 
efibrts sent the boat to the little creek iit' 
wfaicb&ey usually landed, before one could 
have conceived that it had left the side of 
the biiling. Two of the boatmen, in spite 
of Ddgeity*s resistance, horsed the captain 
onv the b»ek .of a thiid Highlmider, and^ 
wading through the surf with him, lande<i 



M* UMM» or WWMOMb it 



httA li%k wA iif opoB tile bettb bcatiji 
tht^ciMde rock. In the . faee ol tiiis rock 
Awe iqppeued sMMtbiog like tke entrance 
0iui09f*hijmeA oftvero, towifdft wbick tke 
Msistaato were ^paring to harry cor frieml 
Dilget^t wkeoy skskti^ himtelf kxise from 
llMianiitk iomedifficxiily, he ioMted upon 
aettngGMtevus safely landed before ke prw 
eMded*oaeatep farther. The Highkuiden 
eould not comprehend what he meant, um 
til one who bad picked up a little Ei^liafa, 
or xaAer Lowland Scotcbt exdaimed, 
^^ H outs 4 its a* about her horse, ta useleN 
haste*'' ]?urthec remonstrance on the part 
of Captain Dalgetty was interrupted bf 
the afipMraiice of Sir Duncan CampbeU 
hifflsdif, from die mouth of the cavern 
whifik we have described, for the purpose 
of' inviting Captain Dalgetty to accept of 
the hospitality of ArdenvoJir, pledging 
hia>faonow»:at'tbe^ame time» tbatOusta* 
mia.sbould be treated as became the hero 
fram wfapm he deiived his name, not to 
Motion the importont persoa to whom be 



ikotoiy guuaotee. Captain Daigeify wwld 
afeiU have ln^tttatod, sucb iwrn^ida mmiaty 

tavii«, had irat tm> JttgiQJbndecs ««aQd lum 
bj( the ariiom, two mme puabad^iitfiijcw b&- 
bifid, in^bife a fifth exdaimed^ ^. HcNktawaT 
m' ihe *<i0fi Sbuenach i dow slie. iio haar 
tfce laird likUUng her up to her 4011 caatle^ 
aaid is na thai rtstf miekle kosour.for the 
Jikeo'htr?" 

, Thus impcrttedt Capti^iii Dalgeti^.4^1^ 
wdjr keep ,a reverted ej^e tdismi^a the f^b 
}e}' in wUeh he had left the ixartiier of his 
wAitary totl^ In a fejvv mumtes afterwards 
be fouod himself invoived in the total dad&. 
aess lof ft staircaae, whiGh, eateriog ftom 
Ihe iow-browod cavern which we ha^e meii- 
tioned^ winded upwards through the ett». 
trails of the living rock. 

^' The cursed Highhiiid saivagesy'' nrnt^ 
tered the capt«io» half akmd ; ^' what is to 
become, of me if Guatavus^ the Baneiake 
of the iniFhicible Lira o^ the FfitteatMft 



lepgtic^ skonfld be Hmed among their mbn* 
tyiiandi.'' 

« Httv^ no iflir of that,'* said the Toice 
of jSKr DaBca&t who wm nearw to him than 
he ftfiagiiied ; *^ my men are accustomed 
to teindle honet^ bo A in embarkiog and 
dresMng them, and yoo will soon see Ous- 
tai^ as safe is when you last dismounted 
from his back.*' 

Captain ^ Dalgetty knew the world too 
well to otkr any further remonstraoce, 
whatever uneasiness he might suppress 
within his own b<»om. ' A step or two 
higher up llie stair shewed fight and a 
door, and an iron-grated wicket led him 
out upon a gallery cut in the open face 
of the rock, extending a space of about 
SIX or eight yards, until he reached a 
second door, where the path re-entered the 
rock, and which was also defended by an 
iron portculKs. *< An admirable traverse,** 
observed the Captain ; <^ and if commanded 
by a field-piece, or even a few musquets, 

VOL. IV. B 
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qiiile sufficieiit to costtte the pbee BgmMt 
a storming party.*' 

1 Sir C^moftn Campbdi nade re aMwer 
a* the time ; but, ikt moaeot sAetwaMs^ 
v(fben they bad entered tbe^eeoBdicttfrnii, 
be ttnick witibf the stiek which he hmd in 
hf^kftodt first on theonesade^aiad tbeaon 
the other of the wicket, and' the iuttea 
ringing sound which replied to the Mows, 
fndde'Ciptaisi Dilgetty eMstbtd that tb^e 
was a giia placed mi eicb sUe fbr iJm pitr* 
pose of raking the gallery t^cragh which 
they had pMi^d^ although, the «inbrasifes, 
thrdufh which thi^ niight he fred ea 
occasion, tNwte mas^fued on the outside 
with sods and loose stones. Havtng as* 
ceiided the second stair-case, ^faey found 
themselves again on an open platform and 
gtSkty^ exposed to a 6re both of flsusqoetry 
and waH»g«insy if, being eottne witih hostile 
intent^ thf y had ventoitd fartl)^. A third 
ffight of atcqps^ ettt iii the rock like the lor* 
mer^ butnotcavermed over, led theas finally 
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into tbe batteiy aft tiie ibot of the tower. 
This last Man: also was narrow and steept 
tmA^ act to mentioii the Are urihk^ might be 
Afareeted on it^om above^ one or two reao* 
ifite men, with pHces and batde-axes, eould 
have made tiie pass good against hundreds, 
for the i^r-ease would not admit two 
p€ftons ttbreaat, and was not secured by mny 
SMt fsd balpsfrade or railing from the sheer 
and abrupt precipice, on Ae foot of which 
the tide now n^lied witfi a iroice irf* thunder, 
flotbati under the jealous precautions used 
to eeoure* this ancient Celtic fortress, a per- 
son of wedc atryes, nda brain MaMe to be-, 
come dizzy, might ha^re fouodit soneilring 
difficult to have achieved Ibe entvanee to 
the castle, even supposivg no resistapoe had 
bMno0tffed« 

« Captain Drigetlgr» too old aeaidier to feel 
suii^ tremors, was no sooner arrived in the 
MWtyavd, than he protested to God, the 
4eii9nces of Sir Oonoans eaatle reminded 
Hto more of Mio w>tiMe Ibrtfess of Spaa- 
4aii, «itaated in ibe March of Branden* 
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burgb, than of any place whilk it had been 
his fortune to defend in the course of hfs 
travds. Neverthelesfi^ he criticised conAr 
derably the mode of placing the guM dtt' 
die battery we ha^e naticed, observing, that 
" where cannon were perched, like to scarts 
or sea^gidls, on the top of a rock, he had 
ever observed that they astonished more 
by their noise than th^ dismayed by the 
damage whioh they oeeasioned." 

Sir Duncan, without replying, conduct*^ 
ed the soldier into the tower ; the defences 
of which were a portcullis and iron- cleiicb« 
ed oaken door, the thickness of tlie wail 
being the space between them. He had 
no sooner arrived in a hall hung with ta« 
pestry, than the Captain prosecuted his mi* 
litary criticism. It was indeeid suspended 
by the sight of an eiLceUent breidiftst, 
of which he par(o<rfc with great avidity ; 
but no sooner had he secured this meal^ 
than he made the t<mr of the apart- 
ment, examiniqg the grosnpd armind the 
castle very c«refuUy firom each wkidow kt 
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tlie room. He then returned to his chair, 
and throwing himself back into it at his 
lengUi, stretched out one manly leg, and 
tapping hia jack-boot with the riding«rod 
which he carried in bis hand, i^r the nian* 
ner of a half-bred man who aflects ease 
in the society of his betters, he delivered 
his unasked opinion as follows :— ^ This 
house of yours, now, Sir Duncan, is a very 
pretty defensible sort of a tenement, and 
yet it is hardly such as a cavaliefio of ho- 
nour would expect to maintain his credit 
by hoMing out for many days. For, .Sir 
Buncui, if it pleases you to notiecr your 
house is over-crowed, and slighted, or 
commanded, as we military men say, by 
yonderround hillock to thelandward,wh»e- 
on an enemy might stell such a battery of 
cannon as would make ye glad to beat a 
chamode within forty-dght hours, unless it 
pleased the Lord extraordinarily to diaw 
mercy." 

^* Then is no road,'' replied Sia Dun* 
can, aoflMvhat rtiortly, ^ by which cannon 



cm be iircMfgiit agpiast Ardmvohjr«' Tbfi 
suMops and auurasses voold «:ar^e capiy 
your faorae and yourself^ excfptiog by «ucb 
paths as Gould be readaved ittipa&sabie wiiiH 
in a few hones.*' - w 

** Sir Duncan*" said the Cs^in^ '^ it is 
your pleasure to suj^ose sp} and yet we; 
mastiai men say, that where i there is a s^a-s 
coast there is a naked wd^ seeing t^ 
cannon and n^unttipn^ where they cann^jt 
be transported by laodt o&ay be right easil;)^ 
brought by sea near to the pisce where 
they are to be put in eetioub Neither ia.« 
castle^ however secure in its situatiooi Icr 
be accounted altogether invinoibley or, aa 
they 8ay» impregnable i for I protest rt'y% 
1^ DuncaOt that I have known tweniy^ 
five men, by the mere surprise and aud^f^ 
ty of the attack, win, at poiiitof pike, as 
strong a hold as this ot* Ardenvohr, an4 
put to the sword, captivate, or hold to tb^ 
ransom, the defenders, being ten times theif 
own number." 

Notwithstanding Sir Duncan CampbeU'a 



koMfledigf of the* w^d* aiid Ut^^ptfiMr •! 
omBceaUtig^his ii|t9raide«iotiooyb« apfm£» 
^piqued and Imrl; at these feflootioM^ 
w^kih the Cif>tfliia QMde with the mostim- 
OMSciow gravitji haviog mcMlgr. selected 
the , mlii^^ of convemtiop aa oae . nponx 
which W thought hioiaelf capable of shir 
niai^ and, as they say» of laying dowa the 
lavp widaiout exactly tecollecting that tb# 
tflpli0 might not be equally aj^eeaUe to h^i 
Iflpdlpr^. 

/^ To pot: this natter short/* said ^k>^ 
Doacaivvith a« espressioQ of voice aod 
oouiit^Mince somewhat agitated^ << it is ua- 
iMpesury for you to tell n^t Caytaio DajU 
gel|y» that a ca^e may be. sti^iaed^ if il; is 
not valorously defended, or surprised if it 
is Aot heedfuUy patched* I trust this poor 
houa^ of mine will Dot be foupd i« auy of 
tfaeae prp <ttaaments^ rinwld even Capta^ 
Didgetty hiiQself ohuse U> b^aguer i V' 
, << £or all ihfAp ^ I>aiicM»" a[]#w^«d 
the persevering commander, << I weoUi p«e» 



• 
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monith you, as a friend, to trace oat^a 
sccmce upon that round haU, with a good 
gra£fe or ditch, whilk may be easily aecMS* 
pHshed by conpelliag the labour of tbe 
boors in the vicinity ; it being the cusUma 
of the vfiloroiis Gustavus Ad<d{>hus to 
fight as much by the spade and shoveU as 
by swoid, pike, and musquet. Alsa I 
would advise you to fortify the said sconce, 
not only by a foussie.or graflfe, but akaby 
certain stackets or paysades.'' — (Here S^r 
Duncan, becoming impatient, left tiie apart- 
ment, the Captain followsag him to the 
door, and raising his voice as be retoeat«d, 
until he wasfurly out of hearing*),-^* The 
whilk stackets ^r pidisades should be arti- 
ficially framed wiUi re-entering angles a^d 
loop-boles, w crendlei^ for musquetf^r, 
whereoif it shall arise that the ft^Mo^l^n-^ — ^ 
The Highland brute i the old H^hland 
iMiite ! Tliey are as proud as peacocks, and 
as obdinate as tups— and here he has missed 
an emiortiimty.^making his house as prrt- 



» 
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^f «tk irregular fertiiicatlon as an invading 
artfiy ever broke iJieir teeth upon. But I 
iee," he coiitimied, looking down firom the 
iHniib^ upon the bottom of the precipice, 
^ they have got Gnstavus safe ashore— pro- 
per felbw ! I would know that toss of his 
!iead*aniong a whole squadron. I must go 
to see what they are to make of him.** 
^ fie had no sooner retched, however, the 
eoQti to the seaward, and put himqelf in 
the act of descending the stair-case, than 
two Htghhind sentinels, advancing their 
Locfaaber axes, gave him to understand 
AME this was a service of danger, 

«DiavoloP saM the soldier^ ^ and I 
have got no pass- wwd. I could not speak 

w 

a syllable of their salvage gibberish, an it 
w«re to save me ftom the provost-marshal."* 
^ I win be yout surety," said Sir Dun- 
can, ^* Captain Dalgetty,'' who had again 
approached him without his obiarving from 
Whence ; ** and we will go togedier, and 
see how your favourite charger k aot^m^ 
modated." 
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He conducted bim accordingly -down 
tbe ctRir-cMe to the beacb» and fiom thence 
bjr a short turn behind a large rock, vhich 
c^cealed the stables and other ofices» be» 
longing to the castle. Captain Dalgetty 
became sensible, at the same tune^ that the 
side of the castle to i^ land waa rendered to- 
tally inacoessiUe by a ravinei {wrtly natural 
and pactly seai|>ed with great cam and la^ 
bouivsoaatobeonlypassed by a drawbridge.. 
S^U however^ the captain insisted, not-v 
withstanding the triniaphant air with which| 
Sir Duncan pointed oiit his defences, that 
a sconce should i>e eieeted qb I^uinraab^ 
the sound eosinence to theeasfc of the cfstle,. 
in respect the house might be annoyed from 
thence by burning bidlets full of &e, shot 
out of oannon^ aocwding to the cuiioua 
invention of Stephen Bathian, King of Fo« 
land, whereby that prince utterly ruined the 
great Muscovite c^ of Moseow. This 
invention. Captain Dalgetty owned, he had 
not y^ witnessed, but observed, *< that it 
would give him particular delectation, ta 



vkoess: the aaiae put to the froQi agtiost 
Ardenv«^y or any other castle Qf similar 
ftrei^thr c^crviogt ^' that sq curioua aa 
(opadnept eould not but afford the great* 
est delight to aU admireni of the miUtery 
art" 

Sir Duneaa Campbell diverted this con- 
versatipa by carry^g the soldier ioito. hi« 
stable$» and so£feriog him to arrange Gua> 
tavus accardimg to his awn will and plear 
sore. After this duty had beeo carefully 
performed, Captain Dalgetty proposed to 
return to the castle, observing it was his 
intention to spend the time betwixt this 
and dinner, which, he presumed,, would 
come upon the parade about noon, in 
tnirnishiug his armour, which having sus* 
tained some injury from the sea*air, might, 
he was afraid, seem discreditable in the 
eyes of M^Callum More. Yet, while 
they were returning to the castle, he failed 
not to warn ISr Duncan Campbell against 
the great injury he .might sustain by any 
sudden cmfall of an enemy, whereby hia 



S€ TALES OF MT IiAMDLORpir 

horses, cattle, and granaries might be cut 
off and consumed, to his great prejudice ; 
wherefore, he again strongly conjured him 
to cmistruct a sconce upon the round hiH 
called Drumsnab, and olfered his own 
friendly services in lining out the same* 
To this disinterested advice Sir Duncan 
only related by usherieg his guest to his 
apartment, and informing him that the toU 
ling of the eastle bell would make him aware 
when dinner was ready. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Displays her sable banner from the donjon, 
Darfceriing the whole Mm of the surge beneath. 
-. iWere I a hafaftant, to se^tfris i^owB 
Pollttte th^/a«eafi«itiure,aiiiitahcar 
The ceaseless sound of vave^ and seabir4*B Bcretwip 
Vd wish Bie in the hut that poorest peasant 
E'er finuned, to ghre him temporary shelter. 

Qaowir. 

The gallant Ritt-master would willingly 
have employed his leisure in studying the 
exterior of Sir Duncan*s caj^tle, and verify, 
ing his own military ideas upon the nature 
of its defences. But a stout sentinel, who 
mounted guard with a Lochaber-axe at the 
door of his apartment, gave him to under- 
stand, by very significant signi^, that he Was 
in a sort of honourable captivity. 

" It is strange," thought the Ritt-m^ster 
to himself, ** how well these satva^^es under- 
stand the rulea and practique of war. Who 
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would have pre^suppoied their aeqaaint- 
ance with the maxim of the great and god- 
like Gttstavus Adolphus, that a flag of 
trace shoold be half a messei^er half a 
spy?" Andy having fiaistied burnishii^ 
his arms, he sate down patiently to com* 
pute how mueh luilf a dollar per diem 
would amount to at the end of a six months 
campaign ; and» when he had settled that 
problem, proceeded to the more abstruse 
calculations necessary for drawing up a bat- 
talion of two thousand men on the principle 
<^ extracting the square root. 

From his musings, he was roused by ibe 
joyful sound of the dinner-bell, at the 
sound of which, the Highlander, lately his 
guard, became his gentleman-usher, and 
marshalled him to the hall, where a table 
with four covers bore ample proofs of 
Highland hospitality. Sir Duncan entered^ 
conducting his lady, a tall, faded, melan* 
choly female, dressed in deep mourning* 
They were followed by a presby terian eler* 
gyman in his Geneva clodk, and wearing a 
blaok silk sculUcap, covering bis short. hair 



so closely, that, it could Kuuree faie seea at 
all^ so that the unrestricted ears had ao un- 
due {nredomiiiaQce in the general* aspect. 
This nngracelbl fashion was universal at 
the time, and led partly to the nicknames 
of roundheads, prick-eared curs, and so 
forth, which the insolence of the cavaliers 
liberally bestowed on their political ene* 
mies. 

Sir Duncan presented his military gpest 
to his lady, who received his ttQhmctl salu- 
tation with a stiff and silent reverence, in 
which it could scarce be judged whether 
pride or melancholy had the greater diare. 
The churchman, to whom he was next pre* 
sented, eyed liim with a glance of n^ingle^ 
dislike and curiosity* But the Captain, well 
accustomed to worse IpcAs from moredaur 
gerous perysons, cared very little either for 
those of the lady or of the divine, but bent 
his whole soul upon assaulting a huge piece 
of beef, which smo^^ed at t^ nether end of 
the table. But the onslaught, as he w<Nild 
have termed it, was delayed until the pom 



/^ 
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elusion of a very long grace, betwixt every 
section of which Dalgetty handled his knife 
and fork, as he might have done his mus- 
ket or pike when going upon action, and 
as often resigned theoi unwillingty when 
the prolix chaplain commenced another 
clause of his benediction. Sir Duncan lis- 
tened with decency, though he was sup- 
posed rather to have joined the Covenan- 
ters out of devotion to his chief) than real 
respect for the cause either of liberty or of 
presbytery. His lady alone attended' -tit> 
the blessing, with symptoms of deep acqui- 
escence. 

The meal was performed almost in Car- 
thusian silence ; for it was none of Captain 
Dalgetty's habits to employ his mouth in 
talking, while it could hie more profitably 
occupied. Sir Duncan was absolutely ii- 
lent, and the lady and churchman onfy 
occasionally exchanged a few words, sp6k- 
en low, and indistinctly. 

But, when the dishes were removed, and 
their place supplied by liquors of Vaiiotis 
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Marts, CaptaiD D-algetty no longer had, him- 
self, the same weighty reasons for silence, 

ft 

and. began to tire of that of the rest of the 
cpinpanjr. He commenced a new attack 
ppon bis landlord) upon the former ground. 

<« Touching that round montiele, or hill. 
Off eminence, termed Drumsnab, I would 
be proud to hold some dialogue with you^ 
Sir Duncan, on the nature of the sconce 
to be there constructed ; and whether the 
angles thereof should be acute or obtuse— 
rf^ntut whilk I have heard the great Velt* 
Mareschal Balmier hold a learned argu- 
ment with General Tiefenbacb during a 
at^stand of arms," 

<< Captain Dalgetty," answered Sir Dun- 
.can very drily, ** it is not ©ur Highland 
usage to debate military points with strangers. 
This castle is like to hold out against a 
stronger enemy than any force which the 
iiBdfortunate gentlemen we left at Darnlin* 
varach are able to bring against it." 

A deep sigh from the lady accompanied 
the conclusion of her husband's speech, 
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which aeetned to remind her of some pwir 
fill circumstance. 

*^ He who gBire^ said the clergyman, ad* 
dressing her iq a solemn tone» ** hath taken 
away. May youi honourable lady, be long 
enabled to say blessed be M* name*** 

To this exhortation^ which seenzied io- 
tended for her sole behoof, the lady answer*- 
ed by an mclinatio&^of her head, more hum^ 
ble than Captain Dalgetty had yet observed 
her make. Supposmg he should tiow find 
her in a more conversibie humour» he 
proceeded to accost hen 

'^ It is indubitably veiy natural that your 
ladyship should be downcast at the men? 
tion of military preparations, whilk I have 
observed to spread perturbation ainong 
women of all nations, and almost all cour 
ditions« Nevertheless, Penthesolea, in aq- 
dent times^ and also Joan of Arc^ and 
others» were of a different kidney. Ax^ 
as I have learned while I served the Spiv- 
niard, the Duke of Alva in former times 
haid the leaguerJasses who followed bis 



call regimen ts)^ and officered and c<niih 
majqide^ bjf those pf their own feowiiiie^ aQ4 
reg.ul$ite4, by a. QQmmand^ir^u^cbi^fy called 
in G^rj^an Uurpyif^ibler,pr,aswewouldai»y 
vernacularly,. Captain of .the Queana. True 
it i^ thejf. were p^r^ons not to be name^M 
parallel to ypur ladyship^ being su^ qum 
qikestum corporibusJaciebaHt, as we said of 
Jean Drochiels, at Mareschal* College, thf 
same w«hoiq, the French teroa eurtiwmu^ 
and we in Scottish*'— — . . , 

" The lady will sparse ypu the trouble o* 
further es:ppsition, Captain Dalgetty/' aaid 
his host, somewhat sternly i to which tof 
clergyman added, " that such discourse bet- 
ter befitted a watch- tower guarded, by pro. 
fane soldiery than the board of an honour^ 
able person, and the presence of a lady of 

quality.", 

. " Praving your pardon, Dprnine or Docr 
tQ^^fi^t quocunque alio nomine ^iM^s^^ Jox 
I would l^ave you to know 1 havcj sti^ied 
polite letters," said the wnabajhed envoy. 



44 TALES OF MY LANDlORlJ. 

filling a great cup of wine, " I see no ground 
for your reproof, seeing I did not speak of 
those' turpes persofiije, as if their occupation 
or character was a proper subject of con- 
versation for this lady*s presence, but sim- 
ply jo^r accidensj as illustrating the matter 
in hand, namely, their natural courage and 
audacity, much enhanced, doubtless, by 
the desperate circumstances of their condi- 
tion.** 

"Captain Dalgetty,'* said Sir Duncan 
Campbell, « to break short this discourse^ 
I must acquaint you that I haye some ^si- 
ness to dispatch to-night, in order to ena- 
ble me to ride with you to-morrow towards 
Inverara, and therefore" 

" To ride with this person to-morrow V' 
replied his lady; «« such cannot be yoijr 
purpose, Sir Buncaui unless you have for- 
gotten that the morrow is a sad anniversa- 
ry, and dedicated to as sad a solemnity.'* 

*« I had not forgotten," answered Sir 
'Duncan j « how is it possible I can ever 
forget? but the necessity of the times re- 
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quires I should send tiiis officer onward to 
Inverara, without loss of time.''. 

^* Yety surely, not that you should ac- 
compad^ him in person,'' enquired the 
lady. ' 

^ it were better I did,'',8aid Sir Duncan ; 
<' jet I can write to the Marquis^ and fok 
low on the subsequent day«---Captain Dal- 
getty, I will dispatch a letter for you» ex- 
plaining to the Marquis of Argyle your 
character and commissiont with which you 
w3! please to prepare to travel to fnyer a« 
rai early ta morrow morning.'* 

Sir Duncan Campbell," said Dalgetty, 

I am doubtless at yoAr discretionary dis- 
posal in this matter ; not the less, I pray 
you to remember tlie blot which, will &U 
upon your own escutcheoiis if you do in ^ny 
way^ suffer me, being a commissionate flag 
of truce, to be circumvented in this matter^ 
whether clam^ ri, velprecario ■; I do qot si|y 
by your assent to any wrong ^one to me^ 
but even through absence of any due care 
on your part to prevent the same." 
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' « You ire utider the tsafeguard of my ho- 
nour, sir,'' answered Sir Duncan Campbell, 
* and that lis iriofe Aan ti sufficient seciiri. 
ty. And now,* continued he, rising, '*< I 
must set the example of retiring." 

Dalgetty saw himseif under the necessity 
of following the hint, tfiotigh the hour was 
early ; but, like a skilful generaJ, he avail- 
ed Wmseff lof every instant of deTay which 
6iretinMtanees permitted. " Trusting to 
Jour honourable pattdtf,** said hei ffllitfg his 
dip, •« I drink to you, ^Sk Duncan, and to 
the continuance of your honourable hmise." 
A ifigh from S3r Duncan was the only reply. 
" Also, miidam/^ said the sdtfier, replehish- 
klg the quaigh: wilSi all possible dispatch, 
^I drink to your honourable healthy; and 
fidfiKment lyFall ytmr virtuotis desires— and, 
icverend sir, {not forgettmg to 45t the ac- 
tion to tbe words,)_i ffl lihis cup to the 
dmwning of tdl' nnkandness betwixt you 
«nd Captain Dalgetty— I sbodd ^y Major 
~4md, m* respect the flagon contains but 

one cup mwe^ f diMc to tfte bealfli of all 

U 
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honoorable ca?aliers and brave soldados-^ 
aiMi the flask being empty, I am ready, Sir 
Duncan, to attend your factionary or sen- 
tinel to my place of private repose*** 

He received a formd permission to retire, 
and an assurance that as the wtne aeemed to 
be to his taste, another measure of the same 
vintage should attend him presently, in or- 
der to sooth the hour of his solitude* 

No sooner had tlie Captain reached the 
aparbnent tban this promise was fblfilled ; 
and, in a short lime afterwards, the added 
comforts of a pasty of red- deer venison 
rendered ima very tolerant both of confine^ 
ment and want of aofciety. Tht same do- 
niestic, a sort of chamberlain, who placed 
good cb6er in faia apartment, delivered 
TMg^tf a packet, seided and tied up 
veith a silken thread, according to the cus* 
torn of the time, addressed with many forms 
of respect to the High and Mighty IVince, 
Atchibald, Marquii of * Argyle, Lord of 
Lome, and so forth. The chambeilain at 
the same time ajj^ized the ftitt-maiter. 
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that he must take horse at an early hour for 
Inverara, where the packet of Sir Duncan 
would be at once his introduction and his 
passport. Not forgetting that it was his ob« 
ject to collect information as well as to act 
as an envoy, and desirous, Cor his own sake» 
to ascertain Sir Duncan's reasons for send-r 
ing him onward without his personal at* 
tendance, the Bitt-master enquired at the 
domestic, with ail the precaution that his 
experience suggested, what were the res* 
sons which detained Sir Duncan at home 
on the succeeding 4sy* The man, who 
was from the low country, replied, ^< that it 
was the habit of Sir Duncan and his lady 
to observe as a day of solemn fast and hu- 
miliation the anniversaty upon which their 
castle had been taken by surprise, and their 
children, to the number of four, destroyed 
cruelly by a band of Highland freebooters 
during Sir Diuican's absence upon an expe- 
dition which the Marquis of Argyle had 
undertaken against the Macleans of the 
Isle of Mull.'' 8 
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^ Truly," said the soldieri *« your lord 
and lady have some cause for fast and hu- 
jnili^on. Nevertheless, I will venture to 
pcouom^y that if he had taken the fidvice 
of any experienced soldier, having skill in 
the pi^fitiques oi defending place3 of advan* 
tsgc^ be would have built a sconce upon the 
small hill which is to the lefl of the draw- 
brigg. And this I can eaaly prove to you, 
mine honest friend ; for, holding that pasty 
to be thecastle — ^what's your name, friend?" 
. .t5 Lprimer^ sir," replied the man. 

^' Here is to your health, lionest Lori. 
.mer.-^I say, Lorimer-r-holdlng that pasty 
ix> be the main body or citadel of tlie place 
to be defended, and taking the marrow- 
,bone for the sconce to be erected——" 

V I am sorry, sir," said Lorimer, inter- 
rupting him., <* that I cannot stay to hear 
the rest of your demonstration ; but the bell 
will presently ring. As worthy Mr Granean-* 
gowl, the Marquis's own chaplain, does fa- 
mily worship, and only seven of our house- 
hold out of sixty persons understanding the 

VOL. IV, c 
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Scottish toDguCy it would misbecome any 
one of them to be absent, and greatly pre* 
judice me in the opinion of my lady. There 
are pipes and tobacco, sir, if you please to 
drink a whiff of smoke, and if you want any 
thing else^ it shall be forthcoming tsra 
hours hence, when prayers are over*" . , ^o 
saying, he left the apartment. ' ' 

. No sooner was he gone» ths^n the hjeavy 
toll of the castle-bell summoned its inhabit 
tants together ; and was answered by the 
shrill clamour of the females, mixe4* with 
the deeper tones of the men, as, talking 
£arse at the top of their throats, they hur- 
ried from different quarters by a long but 
narrow gallery, which served as a cominu^ 
nication to many rooms, and among others, 
to that in which Captain Dalgetty waa Sta- 
tioned. ** There they go as if they were 
beating to the roll-^call," thought the soldier 
to himself J << if they all attend the parade, 
I will look out, take a mouthful of fresh air^ 
and make mine own observations on the 
practicabilities of this place." 
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Accordingly, when all was qoietf he oped- 
ed hisUrhaBibepdoot, and prepared to leave 
it'; 'when^half whistling, half humming a 
Gaelic tnne^ he saw his friend with the axe 
advancing towards him from the distant 
end of the gallery. To have shewn any 
want of confidence, would have beea at 
onee impolitic, and unbecoming his mQu 
taiy character ; so the Captain, putting the 
best face upon his situation he could, whist- 
led a Swedish retreat» in a time still louder 
than the notes of his centinel ; and retreat- 
ing piice b^ pace, with ah air of indifierence^ 
as if his only purpose had be^n to breathe a 
fittlefresh air, he shut the door in the face 
of his guard, when the fellow had approach- 
ed within a few pac^es of biro. 

iTbus , disappointied by the vigilance of 
his centinel, Ritt-master Dalgetty retired 
tjO' his apartment, where, amid the theore- 
tic calculations. of tactics, and the occasion- 
al more: practical attacks on the flask and 
pasty, he consuined the evening until it 
was time to go to repose. In the morning, 
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he was summoned by Lorimer at break of 
day, who gave him to understand^ .that 
when he had broken his fast* for ndiich ;be 
|)yfoduced ample materials, his guide wtti 
horse were in attendance for his journey to 
Inyeranu After complying with : the hos- 
pitable hint of the Chamberlain, thesdldier 
proceeded to take horse. In passing thnK^ 
the apartments, he observed that domestics 
were busily employed in hanging the fpreat 
hall with black cloth, a ceremony whscfay 
he said, he bad observed practised . when 
tlie immortal Oustavus Adolpbns Isjy in 
state in the Castle of Wqigast, and whiohy 
therefore, he opined, was a testimonial of 
the strictest and deepest mourning. 

When Dalgetty mounted his steed» he 
found himself attended, or perhaps guard- 
ed^ by five or six Campbells, well armed, 
Commanded by one, who^fiom the target at 
his shoulder, and the short cock'a»feather in 
his bonnety as well as from the state which 
he took upon himself, claimed the rank of a 
Dunniewassel, or clansman of superior rank ; 



A L£^E(IP OF MOKnOSB* . US 

and indeed, from bis dignity of deportment, 
could' not «tand in a more dit taiit degree of 
reiattonsbiptaSir Duncan, than tbatof tenth 
or twelfth cousin at farthest. But it was im- 
possible to extract positive information on 
this or any other subject, inasmuch as neither 
this tcommander nor any of his party spoke 
SagKflh. The Captain rode, and his mili^ 
iary attendants walked ; but such was their 
activity, and so numerous the impediments 
which the nature of the road presented to 
the equestrian mode of travelling, that far 
^\>a) being retarded t»y^he slowness of their 
pace, hisdifficulty was rather in keeping up 
with bis guides. . He observed that they 
4x;casiona,lly watched him with a sharp eye, 
as if they were jealous of some effort to 
jescape; and once, as he lingered behind at 
crossing a brook, one of the gillies began 
to blow the match of his piece, giving him 
to understand that he would run some 
risque in case of an attempt to part com- 
pany, Dalgetty did not augur much good 
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from th6 close watch thus maintained upon 
his person ; but there was no remedy, for an 
attempt to escape from his attendants in an 
impervious and unknown country, would 
have bben little short of insaftify. He there- 
fore plodded- patiently on through a waste 
and savage wilderness, treading paths which 
were only known to the shepherds and cat- 
tle-drivers, and passing with much more of 
discomfort than satisfaction many of those 
Sublime combination's of mountainous sce- 
nery, which now draw visitors from every 
corner of England rto feast their eyes upon 
Highland grandeur, and mortify their pa- 
lates upon Highland fare. At length they 
arrived on the southern verge of that noble 
lake upon which Inverara is situated ; and 
a bugle, which the Dunniewasisel winded 
till rock and greenwood rang, servdd asr a 
signal to a well-manned galley, which, start- 
ing from a creek where it lay concealed, 
received the party on board, including Gruis- 
tavus; which sagacious quadruped, an expe* 
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Tienced traveller both by water and landy 
walked in and out of the boat with the dis- 
cretion jof a Christian. 
\ ^£cn barked on the bosom of Loch Fine, 
Captain Dalgetty might have admired one 
of the grandest scenes which natute affords. 
He. might have noticed the rival. rivers 
Aray and Shiray» which pay tribute to the 
l^dce^ each issuing from its own dark and 
wooded retreat. He might.have marked* 
on the soft and gentle slope that, ascends 
ftpm the shores, the noble old Gothic castle^ 
with its varied outline, embattled wallss 
towers, and outer and inner courts, which, 
so far as the picturesque, is concerned, pre* 
seated an aspect, much more strikmg than 
the present massive and uniform mansiont 
He might have admired those dark woods 
which for many a mile surrounded this 
strong and princely dwelling, and his eye 
might have dwelt on the picturesque peak 
of Duniquoich,. starting abruptly from the 
lake^ and raising its scathed brow into the 
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ttiists of middle sky, while a solitary watch- 
tower, perched on its top lik^ an eagle's 
nest, gave dignity to the tcene by awaken^ 
ing a sense of possible danger* All thesci 
and every other accompaniment of this no- 
ble scene, Captain Dalgetty might have 
marked, if be had been so minded. But» 
to confess the truths the gallant captain, 
who had eaten nothing since day- break, 
was chiefly interested by the smoke which 
ascended from the castle chimnies, and the 
expectations which this seemed to warrant 
of his encountering an abundant stock of 
provant, as he was wont to call supplies) of 
this nature. 

The boat soon approached the rugged 
pier, wjiich abutted into the loch from the 
little town of Inverara, then a rude as- 
semblage of huts, with a very few stone 
mansions interspersed, stretching upwards 
from the banks of Loch Fine to the prin- 
cipal gate of the castle, before which a 
&cene presented itself that might easily 
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iiave quelled a less stout heart, and turned 
a more delicate stomach, than those of Rit- 
ter master Diigald Dalgetty, titular of 
DrumthwackeL 
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CHAPTER IV. 

For close designs and crooked counsels fit, 
Si^gaciousy bold, and tuibulent of wit. 
Restless, unfix'd in principle and place, 
In pow'r unpleased, impatient in disgrace. 

Absalom and AchitofhsIn. 

The village of Inverara, now a neat 
county town^ then partook of the rudeness 
of the seventeenth century, in the misera- 
ble appearance of the houses, and the ir- 
regularity of the unpaved street. But a 
stronger and more terrible characteristic 
of the period appeared in the market-place, 
^hich was a space of irregular width, half 
way betwixt the harbour, or pier, and the 
frowning castle gate, which terminated with 
its gloomy arch-way, portcullis, and flank- 
ers, the upper end of the vista. Midway 
this space was erected a rude gibbet, on 

9 



A IJSOEND or UOSTROBE. $9 

which hung five dead bodies, two of which 
from their dress deemed to have been Low- 
landers, and the other three corpses were 
muffled in their Highland plaids. Two or 
three women sate under the gallows, who 
seemed to be mourning and singing the 
coronach of the, deceased, in a low voice* 
But the spectacle was apparently of too 
ordinary occurrence to have much interest 
for the inhabitants at large, who, while they 
thronged to look at the military figure, the 
horse of an unusual size, and the burnished 
pafioply of Captain Dalgetty, seemed to 
bestow no attention whatever on the pite- 
ous spectacle which their own ipar^et-place 

afiforded. . . 

* 

The envoy of Montrose was not quite so 
indifferent, and hearing a word or two of 
English escape from a Highlander of de«> 
cent appearance, he immediately halted 
Gunlavus and addressed him. ^* The Prq- 
voet Marshal has beten busy here, my fri^nd^ 
May I crave of you what these delinquents 
bave :be€n justified for J" 



60 TAt/Es m «Y ^A^mhojods 

He looked towards the gibbet ashespoke» 
and the Gael comprehending his meaning 
rather by his miction thaii his words, im me- 
diately replied, ^ Three gentlemen cate- 
raira, — God sain them (crossing him»el<)-r-i 
twa Sassenach bits o^ bodies, that wadna da 
something M'CallumMore bade them ;" aad 
turning from Dalgetty with an air of indif. 
ference, away he walked, staying no further 
question. 

Dalgetty shrugged his shoulders and 
proceeded, for Sir Duncan Campbell's tenth 
br twelflh cousin had already shewn some 
signs of impatience. 

At the gate of the Castle, another t^-ri- 
ble spectacle of feudal power awaited htm. 
Within a stockade or palisade, which seem* 
ed lately to have been added to the defences 
of the gate, and which was protected by 
two pieces of light artillery, was a small 
inclosure, where stood a huge block, on 
^hich lay an axe. Both were smeared with 
recent blood, and a quantity of saw-dust 
strewed around, partly retained and partly 
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obliterated the marks of a very late execu- 
tion. 

As Dalgetty looked on this new otyect 
of. terror, his principal guide suddenly 
twitched him by the skirt of his jerkin, and 
having thus attracted his attention, winked 
aad pointed with his finger to a pole fixed 
on the S'iockade, which suppcM-ted a humaii 
head, being that, doubtless, of the late suf- 
ieren There was a leer on the Highland- 
er's face, as he pointed to this ghastly spec- 
tacle, which seemed to his fellow-traveller 
ominous of nothing good. 

Dalgetty dismounted from his horse at 
the gate-way^ and Gustavus was taken from 
him without his being permitted to attend 
him to the stable according to his custoou 

This gave the soldier a pang which the 
apparatus of death had not conveyed. — 
*• Poor Gustavus,*' said he to himself, " if 
anything but good happens to me, I had 
better have left him at Darnlinvarach than 
brought him here among these Highland 
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salvages, who scarce know the head of a 
horse from his tail. But duty must part a 
man from his nearest and dearest—* 

'' When the cannons are roarings lads, and the colours 

are flyingy 
The lads that seek honour most never f(^r dying $ 
Then, stout cavaliers, let us toil our brave trade io. 
And fight for the Gospel and the bold King of Svr eden." 

Thus silencing his apprehensions with the 
butt-end of a military ballad, he followed 
his guide into a sort of guard- room, filled 
with Highland soldiers. It was intiniated 
to him that he must remain here until his 
arrival was communicated to the Marqnis. 
To make this communication the more in- 
telligible, he gave to the Dunniewassel Sir 
Duncan Campbell's packet, desiring, as 
well as he could, by signs, that it should 
be delivered into the Marquis's own hand; 
His guide nodded and withdrew. 

The Captain was left about half an hour 
in this place, to endure with indifference, or 
return with scorn, the inquisitive, and, at 
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the same tiine^.tlie inimical glances of the 
armed Gael, to whom his exterior and equi- 
page waa as much subject of curiosity, as 
his person and couiitry seemed matter of 
dislike. All this he bore v^ith military 
nonchalance, until^,at the expiry of the 
abovd period, a person dressed in black vel^ 
vet, and wearing a gold chain Uke a modern 
magistrate of Edinburgh, but who was, in 
fact, steward of the household to the Mar- 
quis of Argyle, entered the apartment, and 
invited, with solemn gravity, the Captain to 
follow him to his master's presence. 

The. suite of apartments through which 
he' passed, were filled with attendants or 
visitors of various descriptions, disposed, 
perhaps, with some ostentation, in order to 
impress the envoy of Montrose with an 
idea of the superior power and magnificence 
belonging to the rival house of Argyle. 
One anti-room was filled with lacqueys, ar- 
rayed in brown and yellow, the colours of 
the family, who, ranged in double file, gazed 
in silence upon Captain Dalgetty as he 
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passed betwixt their ranks. Another was 
occapied by HigMand genlleinen and chiefs 
of smaii branches, who were amusing them* 
selves with chess, badcgammon, and other 
jgamesy which they scarce intermitted to 
^aze with curiosity upon the stranger. A 
third was fiUed with Lowland geqtlemen 
and 001081*8, who seemed also in attendance; 
Mid after all, the presence-chamb^ of the 
Marquis himself^ shewed faim attended bj 
a levee which marked his high importance. 
This apartment, the folding«<loors of 
which were opened for the reception of Cap- 
tain Dalgetty, was a long gallery, decorated 
with tapestry and family portraits, and luu 
ving a vaulted ceiling of open wood-work, 
the extreine projections of the beams being 
richly carved and gilded. The gallery was 
lighted by long lanceolated Gothic case* 
ments, divided by heavy stone shafts, and 
filled with painted glass, where the sun- 
beams glimmered dimly through boars* 
h^ads, and galleys^ and batons, and swords, 
armorial bearings of the powerful house of 
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Argyle, and emblems of the high hereditary 
offices of Justiciary of Scotland, and Mas« 
ter of the Royal Household^ which they 
^ong enjoyed. At the upper end of this 
maigntficent ga lery stood the Marquis him* 
selG the centre of a Splendid circle of High^ 
land and Losvlarid gentlemen, all richly 
dressed 9 among whom were two or three 
of the clergy, called in, perhaps, to be wit- 
nesses of his zeal for the Covenant. 

The Marquis himself was dressed in the 
fashion of the period, i^hich Vandyke has 
^o aftbn painted ; but his habit was sober 
and uniform in colour, and rather rich than 
gay. His dark complexion, furrowed fore-^ 
head, and downcast look, gave him the ap. 
|>earance of one frequently engaged in the 
consideration of important affairs, and who 
has acquired, by long habit, an air of gtavi- 
ty and mystery, which he cannot shake off 
even wherie there is nothing to be conceal* 
ed. The cast wtth his eyes, which had 
procured him in the Highlahds the nick- 
name of Gillespie Grumach (or the griip). 
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was less perceptible when he looked down- 
ward, which perhaps was one cause of his 
having adopted that habit. In person, he 
was tall and thin, but not without that dig- 
nity of deportment and manners which be- 
came his high rank. Something there was 
cold in his address and sinister in his look, 
although he spoke and behaved with the 
usual grace of a man of suchquality. He was 
adored by his own clan, whose advancement 
he had greatly studied, although he was in 
proportion disliked by the Highlanders of 
other -septs, some of whom he had already 
stripped of their possessions, while others 
conceived themselves in danger from his 
future schemes, and all dreaded the height 
to which he was elevated. 
' We have already noticed, that in display- 
ing himself amidst his councillors, bis offi- 
cers of the household, and his train of vas- 
sals, allies, and dependents, the Marquis of 
Argyle probably wished to make an im- 
pression on the nervous system of Captain 
Dugald Dalgetty. But that doughty person 
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bad fought his w'ay^ in one department or an- 
other, through the greater part <^ the Thirty 
Years War in Germany, a period when a 
brave and successful soldier was a compa- 
nion for princes. The King of Sweden, 
aiid, after his example, even the haughty 
Pfinces of the Empire, had found them- 
selv)es iain frequently to compound with 
theti; dignity^ and silence when they could 
not satisfy the pecuniary claims of their 
soldiers, by admitting them to unusual pri- 
30ileges and ^miliarity. Captain Dugald 
Balgetty had it to boast he had sate with 
priuces at feasts made for monarchs, and 
therefore was not a person to be brow-beat 
even' by the* dignity which surrounded. 
M^Callum More. Indeed, he was naturally 
by no means the most modest man ^f the 
world, but, oh the contrary, had so gdod 
an opinion of himself, that into whatever 
company he chanced to be thrown, he was 
always proportionally elevated in his own 
conceit ; so that he fblt as much at eas6 in 
the most exalted society sra among his own 
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ordinary companions. In this high opinion 
of bis own rank he was greatly fortified by 
his ideas of the military profession, which, 
in his phrase, made a valiant cavalier a ca* 
mef doe to an emperor. 

When introduced, therefore, into the 
Marquis's presence-chamt^r, he advanced 
to the upper end with an air of more con* 
fidence than grace, and would have gone 
elose up to Argyle*s person before speakings 
had hot the latter waved his hand as a sig* 
n*l to him to stop short Captain Dalget- 
ty did so accordingly, and having made his 
miUtary congee with emy confidence, he 
thus acc6st^d the Marquis : *< Give you 
good morrow, my lord — or rather I should 
say, good even ; JBeso amted los manos^ b& 
the Spaniard says." 

" Who are you, sir, and what is your bu- 
siness?" demanded the Marquis, in a tone 
which was intended to interrupt the offeo- 
sive familiarity of the soldier. 

" That is a fjur interrogative, my lord»" 
answered Dalgetty, <* which I shall forth* 
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mith answer as becomes a caTalieCi and that 
peremptarief as we used to say at Marescfaal 
College.*' 

^ See who or whs^ be is, NeaL" said the 
Marquis steraJj to a gentleman, who itood 
near htm# 

^ I will save tbe^ honomable gentleman 
the labour of investigation," continued. the 
Captain. <*I am Dugaid Dalgetty, ofDruMf 
thwacket that should bjs, late Bitt^mastar in 
variolic services, and. now .Mayor of I Jsnow 
not what or whose regiment of Icishes ;.and 
I am cotne with a flag of truce from a high 
and powerful lord, James Earl of Man*- 
trose, and other noble persons. now in arms 
for his Majesty, and so God save King 
Charles." 

^ Do you know where you are, and 
the diuiger of dallying with us^ sir," f^n 
demanded the Marquis,. '*.tlttit you reply 
to me as if I were a chiU or a fool ? The 
Earl of Montrose is with the Englisfb ma* 
lignants, and I suspect you are one of these 
Irish runagates, who are come into this 
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country to bum and slay, as they did under 
Sir Phelim O'Neale." ^ 

" My lord," replied Captain Dalgetty, 
<< I am no renegade, though a Major of 
Iridies, for which I might refei your lord- 
ship to the invincible Gustavus Adolphus 
the Lion of the North, to Bannier, to Ox-* 
^istiern, to the warlike Duke of Saxe- Wei- 
mar, Tilly, Wa.llenstein, Picoolomini, fuid 
other great captains, botii dead and- living ; 
and touching the noble Earl of Montrose, 
I pray your lordship to peruse t^^eee my 
full powers for treating with you in the 
name (^ that light honourable commander*" 

The Marquis looked slightingly at the 
signed and sealed paper which Captain 
Dalgetty handed- to him, and throwing it 
with contempt upon a table, asked those 
arcmnd him what he deserved who came as 
the avowed envoy and agent of malignant 
traitors in arms against the state ? . 

<* A high gallows and a short shrift)'' was 
the ready answer of one of the bye-standers. 
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^ I will crave of that bonootable cavklier 
who hath last spoken/' said Dalgetty, *^ to 
be less hasty in forming his conclusions, 
and also oPy our lordship to be cautelous in 
adopting the same, in respect such threats 
are to be held out only to base bisognos, 
and not to men of spirit imd. action, who 
are bound to peril thrastelves as freely in 
services of this nature, as upon sieges, bat* 
des, or onslaughts of any sort. And albeit, 
I have not with me a trumpet, or a white 
flag, in respect our army is not yet equip- 
ped with its full appointments, yet the ho* 
nourable cavaliers and your lordship must 
concede»unto me, that the sanctity of an 
envoy who cometh on matter of truce or 
parle» consisteth not in* the fanfare of a 
trumpet, whilk is but a sound, or in the 
flap of a white flag, whilk is but an auld rag 
in itself, but in the confidence reposed by 
the party sending, and the party sent," in 
the honour of those to whom the message 
is to be carried* and their full reliance that 
they will respect the Jus gentium as weel as 



ibe law of arms in the peiwn of tbe C(hb- 
missioDate." 

<' You are not come hither to lectmre u» 
upon the law of arma, sir," Mid tbe Hm* 
quia, ^< which neither does nor can apply to 
rebels and insuigents } bub to suffer. the pe- 
nalty of your insoieai^e aod.foUy.for bring* 
ing a traitorous message to the Lord Justice 
General of Scotland^ whose duty caUd upon 
htm to punish sueh an iflibnce with death.'" 

** Gentlemen/' aaid the Captain* who be 
gan much to dislike the turn which his 
mission seemed about to take, ** I pray you 
to remember^ that the Earl of Montrose 
will hold you and your possessions liable 
for whatever injury my person, or my horse, 
shall sustain by these unseemly proceed- 
ings» and that he will be JustiSed in execu- 
ting retributive vengeance. on your persons 
and possessions." 

This meaace was received with a. scorn* 
f ul laugh, while one of the Campbells .re- 
adied, " It is a far cry to Lochow/' a pro- 
rerbial expression of tbe tribe, meisining 
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that their ancient hereditarj* domaim lay 
bejond the reach of an invading enemy. 
<< Biit^ gentlemen,'' further urged the un- 
fortunate Captain, ivho was unwilling to be 
condemned, without at least the benefit of 
a full hearing, ^* although it is not for me 
to say how far it may be to Lochow, in re* 
spect I am a stranger to those parts, yet 
what is more to the purpose, I trust you 
will admit that I have the guarantee of an 
honourable gentleman of your own name» 
Sir Duncan Campbell of Ardenvohr, for 
my safety on this mission; and I pray you 
to observe, that in breaking the truce to« 
wards me, you will highly prgudicate his 
honour and fair fistne.'* 

This seemed to be new information to 
man^ of the gentlemen, for they spoke aside 
with ^ach other, and the Marquis's face^ * 
notwithstanding his power of suppressing 
all external signs of his passions, shewed 
impatiejice and vexation;: 

^ Does Sir Duncan of Ardeftvohr pledge 
honour for this person's safiety, mj 
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» 

lordP said m)6t)f tbeisdmpatijr, addMfs^fig 
the M«^^uis« 

f < I do not telte^e it;' atis^eted Hie Mlur- 
qiiis ', ^' lltrt I h^re nm yet had tiftie to iread 
hki Ifetter.** 

" We wlH iwtay yi^nlr lordship to do «),* 
said another of the 'CsiAipbells ; "^^ our name 
must tiet Buffer dis^ctedk through the tnea&s 
of vuch a fellow as tSiis.*' 

" A dead %," said a clergyman, '« ma- 
keth the uintment of die ^tfaecary ta 
attek." 

'« BeveDend sir,'* said Captain Balgetty, 
•« in irespect of the use to be derived, I for- 
give you the unsavooHness of your compa- 
rison:; and also remit to the gentleman in 
the red bonnet, die disparaging epithet of 
Jbllaiif which lie 'has discourteously applied 
to me, ifHio am tio Way to be distinguished 
by the same, unless in^isikr as I have been 
ctalled fellow^sbldier by the great Gustavus 
Adolphus, the Lion of the "Ndrtih, and 
other choice commanders, 'bdth 4n Ger- 
SBany imd the Lovr Cbtintries. But touch- 
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iiig ISKr Duncaftt*6 .guarafitee of my safety^ I 
v^l gage mj life upon kis makk^ my words 
good Iheseatient) ^en he oonet hither to* 
morpow.'* 

^ If Sir Ikincain be so soon expected, my 
iord»^ «aid one of the intercessofs, ^ it 
imiiid be a pity to anticipate matters with 
tiiiB poor fiian/* 

'^ Besides tlisA,^' said another* ^ youc 
lordship— -I speak with reve£efiee<*^shQald» 
at least, consult the Kni^t of Airdenydbj^s 
letter, amd learn tiie terms on which this 
M s^or Baigetty, as he calls /himsdf, hsa 
been sent hkher by hiak'' 

They 'Closed around the Marquis, and 
conversed t^^ether in a low >toDe, both 
in Gaelic and English. The patriarchal 
power of the Ohtefk was very great, and 
that t>f 4he Marquis of Argyle, armed with 
all his'grants oif hereditary jurisdiction, was 
par^euiftidy absolute^ But these istetferes 
some-^heek of one kind or other ev^en in 
the most despotic goiremment That which 
fekigated the power of the Celtic Om% 
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^as the necessity which they lay under of 
conciliating the kinsmen, who, under them^ 
led out the lower orders to battle, and who 
formed a sort of council of the tribe m 
time of peace* The Marquis on this occa- 
sion thought himself under the necesnty of 
attending to the remonstrances of this s&* 
nate, or more properly Courotiltai, of the 
name of Campbell, and, slipping out pf the 
circle, gave orders for the prisoner to be 
removed to a place of security, 

«• Prisoner !" exclaimed Dalgetty, exert- 
ing himself with such force ists well nigh' to 
shake off two highlanders, who for some 
minutes past had waited the signal to seise 
him, and kept for that purpose close at his 
back. Indeed the soldier had so nearly sJk^ 
tained his liberty, that the Marquis of Af* 
gyle changed colour, and stepped back two 
paces, laying, however, his hand on his 
sword j while several of his clan, with ready 
devotion, threw themselves betwixt him 
and the apprehended vengeance of the pri* 
•oner« But the highland guards were* too 
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stroQg to be shaken o£^ and the unlucky Cap- 
tain^ after having had his offensive weapons 
taken from him^ was dragged off and con- 
dacted through several gloomy passages to 
a small side-door grated with iron» within 
which was another of wood. These were 
opened by a grim old highlander with a long 
while beards $kod displayed a very steep and 
narrow flight of steps leading downward. 
The Captain's guards pushed him down two 
or three steps> then* unloosing his arms, left 
him to grope his way to the bottom as he 
Qould^ a task which became difficult and 
Qven dangerous, when the two doors being 
successively locked^ left the prisoner in to* 
tal darkness. 



7t tiOJa o» s»y lahm^oa*. 



CHAFEEB V. 

' WephyliitsadMMi' 
* Unless ta worship he draw near,. 
The King of Kmgs— his Grace. 

TfiSrCaptftitfitidfng iikwelf dc^riv^ nT 
light, in t^ flsftmief we hMe jAeseiited^ 
and plsic^ ift a veiiy uiicertftha sittiirtiei^t. 
proceeded to descend the narrow Mdbr^ 
ken stair with all the caution in his power^ 
hoping that he might find at the bottom 
some place to repose himself. But wiUi all 
his care he could not finally avoid makhig 
a false step, which brought him down the 
four or five last steps too hastily to preserve 
his equilibrium. At the bottom be stum- 
bled over a bundle of scmiething sof1t> 



ivliich stured W3id yt.t;ei:«d 4 groan, 8q 4»- 
^nging the CapUia's deicent, that he flpuo- 
dered fojrw^rdi^aad fins^ll/ fell upon Iptis hands 
«nd l(pec» Qn the floor of 4 4sunp and ttone- 

When P^^etty bitd recovered^ his firait 
demand was to know over whom he had 

Stumbled. 

•^ lie w«s a man a^osoqtb siioce/' answer- 
ed a hollow and brpk^n yoice. 

•» Aud vl»t i? he now, then," said Dal- 
g^t^t *^ tbftt he thinks it fitting ix^ lie upooi 
lit«.|aw«stj»t^P^Qf the stairs ^nd clew'd up 
MJiUf K hiwrgliWa th»t hwQwable cavaliers, 
who chance to. l^ ip trouble, may bre^k 
ttieir nosf s ov^ him ?^ 

*< What is hie now ?' replied the sam^ 
voice f «* H« is • wr^tqhed trupk, frosa 
which the bqifgbs have one by one been 
ic|i|»«d ^way, and which cares little hoi^ 
waow it i$ torn i^p and hewed into billets 

for the funwoe.'' 

** Friend,*' said Dalgetty, " I am sorry 
S^x yon } If^ijffatmms as the Spaniard says. 
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If you had but been as quiet as a log, as 
you call yourself, I should have saved some 
excoriations on my hands and knees.** 

** You arfe a soldier," replied his ffellow- 
prisoner ; '* do you complain on account 
of a fall for which a boy would not bemoan 
himself?'* 

** A soldier?* said the Captain j <« atid 
how do you know, in this cursed dark ca- 
vern, that I am a soldier ?*• 

*• I heard your armour clash as you felli* 
replied the prisoner^ " and now I see it glinw 
men When you have remained as long as 
I in this darkness, your eyes will distinguish 
the smallest eft that crawls on the floor,* 

•* I had rather the devil picked tltem 
out !'* said Dalgetty ; •« if this be the case, 
1 shali wish for a short turti of the rope, a 
soldier's prayer, and a leap from a ladder. 
But what sort of provant have you got here 
—what food, I mean, brother in affliction ^ 

** Bread and water once a day,'* replied 
the voice, 

" Pri*thee, friend, let me taste your loaf,** 
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said Dalgetty ; *« I hope we sball play good 
Qommdes while we- dwell together in this 
abominable «pit«^ 

. ♦• The loa£ and jar of wateC answered 
the other prisoner, ^* stand in the comer, 
two steps to.jout right hand. Take theoi, 
and welcome* With earthly food I have 
wdl n^h done." 

Dalgetty did net wait for a second invi« 
tation, but gropiiig out the provisions, be- 
gan to munch at the ^e black oaten l<i^ 
with .as much heartiness as We have seen 
him play his pwt at better viands* 

*< This bread»' he said, miiitering with 
hia mouth fuU at the same time, " is not 
very aasreiury ; nevertheless^ it is not much 
worse dian that wbsoh we ate at the famous 
leAguer at Werben, where the valorous 
Gustavus foiled all the eShtts of the «ele* 
brated Tilly, that terrible old her<v who 
had driven two kings out of the field— 
namely, Ferdinand of Bohemia, and Chris^ 
tiim ;of Denmark. — And anent thi» watery 
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irMch » 110116 of tkm AiMt $WBBt^ l^Aatu 
m thfe MBote to yowr apwdy deliYeMWQ^ 
comrade, not forgetting toine omn^ wtid 
^votitly wkhkig it iviete fibeaiali mi^ 
or bmsming Luboek beer, at the \emt^ mtn 
it but in honottf of tlie ptedge. 

While Dalgettjrnti ottin this warjr, hiiteetli 
kept time with his tongue, »d lie qpeedUfy 
finished the ptmimam ivbich the faiiBeira- 
lence or m^Mtmact mt Ins nawipsniopt ist 
mi!tfbrtune liad atoiiidoiied to iris fomosQr* 
Whttk this task was Meoofiiishai, ite^smp^ 
ped himself in iiis cloak, iosd seatiog hias« 
self in a Goraer of the dunyop ui vhtch 
be oie^uld obtaia o soppcM mk each .oiAe^ 
(for lie had always beem an s4asinr «f cai*^ 
bow^thaars, he TMiaAe^, mwRfmrn hh 
youth upward,) he begaa to qaostioo bit 
felkm-captive. 

^ Mine honest friead,'* said he, ^ yoQ 
and I being comndes at bed and boasd^ 
Aiould be better acquainted. I am Dogaid 
Dalgetty of Dramthwacket, and ao Ibildb, 



linnqi iBii^)r}Mt0«iwy of « Hfgh wd Mighty 

vnyyoof name be ?" 

: ***it mA vmik jtm tf tjt^ tfi liacfw" •re- 

{lited his ttow t»e»tHr» jt9t»pMli9Pr 

«* Let me judge of 4kfit mt^lCWi' «wwer. 
«A the MUieiw - 

"«* Wdl, Uie»^Ra»|}a M^ojEliigh if my 
«iiii»«r>tiMt ia^ Baaak} Sq9 ^f ib^ MwU" 

•• Sod dTthe Mist !" ft)|kiaul«|i9d PaJgetty. 

MLiSwi af Mtifr 4MfimBiMb iifi^ I* Bi^^ Ra- 
Mik^ anoe tfastaa tinvtir MMn* i ln9w caqsp 
yvniia po aj p uwo i^' tbe prov^t'^ <;owt of 
^acRl 9: what ' tbaiievil faroui^ y«u here* 
tiatitito aey?" . 

' -«« My mialiMrtiHMi itml ny enfa«9t" %«- 
•wpmd- JJtamkl. ^* i^ew ye ihis Kpig^t 
«f Afdeavohr P* 

«* I do know that btmoiNltl^e fierapa,'* 
i«(|Aicd Da]|;ctfy, 

• «*;Birt Jhmw ya idb^.be now 4s?" re- 
l^^'Banaid. > 

# Bafting4lMs4&y a^ Ardett?Q]|r, 4^ l)e 
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may feast to-morrow at Itfverara ; iti vUdi 
last purpose if he oteuice to ftil, my Icaoeof 
liuman sendee will be vometltii^ prees^ 
rious.** 

^* Then let him know one dat«8 his "ki* 
tercession, who is his worst foe asid his betfc 
friend," answered Ranald* 

** Truly I shall desire to carry a Um 
questionable message^" aiwwwed Daigefeiy* 
« Sir Duncan is not a persen to pky 9t 
reading riddles with.** 

<' Craven Saxon,** said the prtaoMr^- ^^tett 
him I am the raven that ^fifteen yemss aiftoe 
stoop'd oh hts tower of stiei^th «nd the 
ipledges he had left tfbere-*«*I an the wdf 
that found out his d&k oq the rock, mA 
destroyed his ofi&pring — I am the leadw of 
the band which surprised . Ardenvolir yea* 
terday was fifteen years, and gave hia four 
children to the sword*'* 

«< Truly, my honest inend," said Ski* 
getty, ^* if that ia your best recomitieiida- 
tion to Sir Duncan's favour, I .wottld $m^ 
termit my {^leading thereupop, m HSfect 



I Imtc vbaavtd tbat Bveii the ammal cfMU 
tba an nceued' agstnst those who introi. 
flBst'ifrith their mSbpring fotdkiy^ miich 
more any rattonal and diristian <:reature« 
Bat iipng^you ia coartesy to tell me, whe- 
timr* JAM asiailed the caatle from the, faiUbdc 
called Drumsniab, wfailk I uphold to be the 
tme pokit of attack, mahu it were to be 
pMlatctmi hf a seoace." 
.if.^« We ascended the cliff by ladders of 
ropes," «aid the prisoner, " drawn up by 
aiiJiicco»pitce and clansmaD, who had ser- 
aoA^iir ffiontin in tiie eastle to enjoy &at 
one nightef^riiimted 'vengeance. The 
oaAi^whoojped Mewid um as we^bus^ be* 
twiat hea/iren and rarth ; ihe tide roared 
^Bit9t the^<K>t of the rock, and dashed 
aMr^det oor shifi^ yet no man's hcMt failed 
him* In the morning there was blood mid 
asi^s, where thae had bem peace and joy 
ai^^e< sunset*^ 
'^^'It was.a:pre^eamiiftd^ I doubt not» 
BmiM^ MacEkigh, a very saffictast i^f^ 
alai^h^ and weithily diaeharged. Never^«^ 
4e8s,I would havepffessedthehoiise from that 



IHlfe hittoek ettUed Briuflonabi* Batyoitfiti 
a pretty inr^ular Scytbiftft ftrimo 0f v«r# 
fiuir, Ratudd, much i\e9embliiig ilkmt id 
Turks, Tartan, and other Amztic peofrie* 
But the ireaMn, my Imad^ tim eame of thia 
«rar«~the MmrfflM eawm, aa I 0Mty aqr,? 
Ditflt«er oie th«t, Ranald.? 

<« Wd had beieti puahed at by tbf Mf# 
Auleys, and otfaerwc^te tilbM»" fiai4 
&aaaid, ^ till <»xr putsettmai iiccame m- 
safe tot ucl" 

^ Ah bal'' aaid Daigetfy; ^^liumrfitMt 
ramefpritifance of ^aykig beard.o£rthiit miiit 
tor« Did yau aot pot braed . toto d fOMib^ 
mout^ whan ha had nemtftstoa^adbi whM^ 
mito to transmit the aaoie i^ ^ 

^ ¥00 have beaad, tteo/' aakl Ara»UL 
*< Ibe tale oi* our aevesge on the baiigbty 
fwester?'' 

M i betiMk me that I faare/'aaid C^a^pitr 
ty, *^ and that not of an old date. It wm i 
merry jest diati ^ cmmmiag ftba he^A Mto 
the dead iMn's mouth, Iqtf aomewimt I0i> 
Kritd and salvage, besides traatiiigitbejpNld 
^yietttals, I hai^ seen 4ri|en at a ai^e nr a 
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luigiwtj BmMA^ ^limag nklkr Hfould fasM 
ben tke bcttw, fimald^ fontbatcrast of 
\xBt»A wbSik yoa tiirev away <m a dead 



/ «^ We «wnattaQi^l3!irSb*I)fiMan/coi^ 
tsnnd'MadBfigfa, ^ and my brother was 
alam* fab head was witherbig on thebatlla* 
BMBteirfaidh we seekdi^I wmimA nsumg/t^ 
aad it » « irdv i liare newer bEokefi/* 

^Itaiay be 4mi^'' eeid Dalg^ty; ^ and 
ewiy thorough-bred soldier will comSsm 
thafe^^rmteoge is a sweet menel; but ia 
wiiit flSttnn&r' tim story will iaterest Sir 
Bwaeioi ki year j]istificstio% tudess it 
riMHdd move hka to iataraede wstk «tha 
Maiqais to change the manoartheeeof from 
hsflifiiig, 4M^ stsople saqpaaskm, to biiBskiBf 
3?)0Mrdiaib8 im the laaet or whed, with ibm 
oxdter of a plough, or otherwise fmCking 
yon to death by tortare, snrpasses my oom« 
peehnakm. Were I ymi, Ranald^ I would 
ba^lbr stoi^mtiuig Sir Doncaii, keqodng mtf 
OMI secret^ SMMi dqiarthf^ qakiiy by bviS^ 
f-Vke your awctsta is befsaa yoo/^ 

n Yet beafffiaa, stean^er," said the Hig^ 
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Imder. ^ Sir Dancsa oi Ai^ieosnbtlmA 
four chfldren. Three died undor our didoe, 
bat the fourth survives ; and mqre wouli iie 
ghre to dandle on his knee the ftrntth'tdldi/k 
which remains, than to radc tl^se €ki boifei, 
which care little for the utmost indulgrace 
o£ his wrath. One word, if I list to 4^eak 
it, could turn his 4bj of humHifttioii zmd 
fasting into a day of ^Aankfuloess 'anfl ^ire^ 
joteing and breaking -of lu^ad. O I knbw 
it by ray own; heart! Dearer to me ^the 
child Kenneth, who chaseth the lnittei?fly 
cm Uie banks of the Aven, than ten . ac«i 
who are m€H:rfdmng in eaith, or are pra^ 
ed on by the fowls of the air." 

^< I prasttime, fianald," continued l^mU 
getty, ^Hhat the three pretty fellowswhcMiKl 
saw yonder in the marketplace, strung up 
by the head like rizzefd haddocks, >dalBMd 
some interest in yoa ?*' *» • 

lliere was a brief pause ere Idw H%b» 
lander replied^ in atoneof stfong eaiotiof^ 
— «* They were my sons, st8anger<-«mi|qr. 
were .my sons l^^Uood of my blood-«4Kil^ 
of my1x>ne!-^eetof foot— ninerring in aim 
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~4iiiv»iqiiifti^ed by foemfen till the 8on$*af 
Diirmid overtime them by numbers ! Why 
do I wish to survive them ? The old trunk 
inllleas feel the rending up of its roots,, thaii 
it faM felt the lapping off of its graceful 
bou^s* But Kenneth must be trained to 
neirenge-^s^he young eagle must learn from 
the cAA how to stoop on his foes. I will 
ptfiTcbase for his sake my life and my free* 
don^bydiscoveriog my secret to the Knight 
ef Ardenvohn" 

;<* You may attain your end more easily," 
md a tfalid voice» mingling in the confer 
enee, *^ by entraating it to me." 

All H^hlanders are superstitious. *^ The 
Eiiemy of Mankind is among us !" said Ra» 
ttriUl MacEagh, springing to his feet. His 
diftins cfalttered as he rose, while he drew 
bfliiBelf aifar asthey pei^mrtted from the quar- 
ter whence the voice appeared to proceed. 
Hfft fearm some degree communicated 
itaetf to Captain Dalgeity, who began to 
rqpeaft, in a Mr t. of polyglott gibberish, all 
the exorcisms* be bad ever heard of. 
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out bftiiig aUe to reiii«9it}^f moie tjiwft s 
yiJOiA or two of each* 

the l^pAniard Qa9it--<'*aA? jtffeii^mi^ 
ijim JSmTi, saith the hlaopd Fsalmi^iU in 
Doctor Lather's traii8lattoa''-«'PM 

^ A truce with your e.xorqisgif^'* 3aid tin 
voice thej had heard before ; ^ t^oMgb I 
come Btraogefy among yo^% I %vk fQWtat 
like yourselves, and my aasistaooe may av^il 
you in your present atreigbtj^ if you aie not 
too proud to be counselled.'* 

White the stranger thus ^[lokei be with? 
draw the shade of a dark lantera^ |iy whose 
fed>le light Dalgetty eouU only diaeect 
that the qpeaker who had thus myateiioitfdjr 
united himself to their compauyi and mq(o# 
in their conversationi was. a tall man» ditns^ 
ed in a livery daak of the Marquuu liia 
first glance was to his fee<^ but he saw hoip 
ther the cloven ibot wbieh Scottish UgViM 
assign to the foul fiend» nor the home'a hoof 
by which be is distiqgDisbod 'm Gwoanyt 
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Hiiificttienqairy waa, how t|ie fitraagtr had 
come among tbe« ? , 

*^<For/' said he^ ** the eteak of these rusty 
bua vmuld have beea heatd had the door 
bfeWflBkade{tttei)t| asditfyottpasKd throis^^ 
die key^hole^ traly^ m^ put what face yon, 
will on it, you are not fit to be enrolled in 
a #egtmeivt of living men." 

** I j^aertre my secret^" anawered the 
sttii^r, f* until you shall merit the disco* 
very by communicating to me some of 
youra. It may be that I shall be moved to 
let you out where I myself came m." 

^^ It cannot be through the key* hole then,r 
saiid Captain Dalgetty, << for my corslet 
would stick in the passage were it possible 
that my head- piece could get through* . Aa, 
for secrets, I.have none of my own, and but, 
few appertaining to others. But impart 
us what secrets you desire to know i, or» aa 
Fktifessor Snufil^greek used to say at the 
Marescbal College,. Aberdeen> speak that I 
may know thee." 
« It is not with you I have first ta doV* 
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replied the stranger, turning his light full 
on the wild and wasted features, and the 
large limbs of the highlander, Ranald Mac- 
Eiagh, who, close drawn up against the walk 
of the dungeon, seemed yet uncertain whe- 
ther his guest was a lining being. 

*« I have brought you something, my 
friend,'' said the stranger, in a more soothe 
ihg tone, "to mend your fare j if jou arc 
to die to-morrow, it is no reason wherefore 
you should not live to-night.** 

** None at all— no reason in the creation,'' 
replied the ready Captain Dalgetty, wfak) 
forthwith began to unpack the contents of a 
small basket which the stranger had brought 
under his cloak, while the highlander, ei- 
ther in suspicion or disdain^ paid no atten- 
tioo to the good che^. 

«* Here^s to thee, my friend,'' said the 
Captain; who having already dispatched a 
huge piece of roasted kid, was now taking 
a pull at the wine- flask. <« What is thy name, 
my good friend ?" 

^* Murdoch Campbel], sir," answered, the 
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servant, ** a lackey of the Marquis of An 
gyiei and occasionally acting as under- war- 
den." 

" Then here is to thee once more, Mur- 
dodh," said Dalgetty, ** drinkipg to you by 
your proper name for tbe better luck sake* 
Tbis wine I take to be Calcavella. Well, 
honest Murdoch, I take it on me to say, 
tiiou deservest to be upper- warden, since 
thou showest thyself twenty times better 
acquainted with the way of victualling 
honest gentlemen that are under misfor- 
tone, than thy principal. Bread and water ? 
out upon him ! It was enough, Murdoch, 
to destroy the credit of the Marquis's dun- 
geon. But I see you would converse with my 
friend, Ranald M*Eagh here. Nevermind 
my presence ; Til get me into this corner 
here, with the basket, and I will warrant 
my jaws make noise enough to prevent my 
ears from hearing you.*' 

Notwithstanding this promise, however, 
the veteran listened with all the attention 
be could to hearken to this discourse, or^ 
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as he described it himself, ^ laid !iis ears 
l)ack in his neck, like Gustavus when he 
heard the key turn in the girnel-kist." He 
could, therefore, owing to the narrowness 
of the dungeon, easily overhear the fol- 
lowing dialogue* 

*« Are you aware. Son of the Mist," said 
the Campbell, *• tliat you will never leave 
this place excepting for the gibbet ?" 

** Those who are dearest to me,** answered 
MacEagh, «* have trod that path before me;** 
* «* Then you would do nothing,'* asked 
the visitor, •* to shun following them ?** 

The prisoner writhed himself in hischafns 
iefore returning an answer. 

*« I would do much," at length lie said ; 
** not for my oWn life, but for the sake\of 
the pledge in the ^len of Strath- Aven/ 

" And what would you do to turn away 
the bitterness of the hour ?" again demand- 
ed Murdoch : " I care not for what cause 
ye mean to shun it." 

" I woiild do what a man might do, and 
still call himself a mair.^ 



*• Bd yon taB yourself a man,** said Ac 
interrogator^ ^* telio have done the deeds 
of a wolf?* 

'•• I do,** answered Utie onUaw^ -«* I nm a 
jnw like my forefathers-^while wrapt in the 
noantle of peace, we were lambs— it was 
rent from us, and ye now call us wolves. 
Give us the huts ye have burned, •ur 
children whom ye have murdered, ' our 
widows whom ye have starved— <;ollect 
irom the gibbet and the pole the mangled 
carcases, and whitened sculls of our kins- 
men— bid them live and bless us, and we 
will be yonr vassals and 1n*others— till lihen, 
let death, and blood, and mutualwrong, 
draw a dark veil of division between 
tis.* 

" You win then do nothing for your 
liberty," said the 'Campbell 

'«* Any thing — ^but call myself the friend 
of your tribe,^ answered MacEagh. 

**< We scorn the friendship of banditti 
and Caterans," retorted Murdoch, *• and 
would not stoop to accept iu — What I de- 
mand to know from you, in exchange for 
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your Hberty ig,. where the daughter and 
heiress of the Knight of Ardenvohr is im)w 
to be found.^* 

• " That you may wed her to some beg- 
gady kinsman of your great master/* said 
Ranald, ** after the fashion of the Children 
of Diarnaid ! Does not the valley of Glen- 
orq.uhy, to this very hour, cry shame on the 
violence offered to a helpless infant whom 
her kinsmen were conveying to the court of 
the Sovereign ? Were not her escort com- 
pelled tohide her beneath a cauldron, round 
which they fought till not one remained 
to iell the tale? — and was not the girl 
brought to this fatal castle, and afterwards 
wedded to the brother of M^Calluni More, 
and all for the sake of her broad lands ?** 

*' And if the tale be true/' said Murdoch, 
" she had a preferment beyond what the 
King of Scots would have conferred on hen 
But this is far from the purpose. The 
daughter of Sir Duncan of Ardenvohr is of 
our own blood, not a stranger ; and who has 
to good a right to know her fate a3 M'- 
Callujji More, the chief of her clan ?* 



"<< It is on his paft, them, thut you denuuid 
it ^' said the outlaw* The servapt of the 
Marquis assented. 

-«« And you will practise no evil against 
tl^ maiden? — I have doneherwrongQsoogh 



j> 



<< No evil, upon the word of a Christian 
man/' replied Murdo(^. 

<^ And m^^guerdon is to be life and li« 
*bertyr 

^< Such is ^ur paction/' said the Camp* 

«« Then know, that the child whom I 
aaved out of compassion at the spoiling of 
her father's tower of strei^gth, was bred as 
an adopted daughter of ourtlribe, until we 
were worsted at the pass of Ballenduthil, 
'by, Ae fiend incarnate and. mortal enemy 
<^our tribe, Allan M'Aulay of the Bloody 
hand, and by the horsemen of Lennox, un- 
<Im the heir of Menteith." 

<< Fell she into the power of Allan of the 
Bloody hand,* said Murdoch, <^ and she a 
j^^puted daughter of thy tribe? then her 

¥OL. XV. X 
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Hood has gilded the dirk, and thou hut 
said Bothing to rescue thine «wn forftited 

life." 

« If my lifb rest on hert,** ans^pmred the 
outlaw, ** it is i^cute, for she still survives $ 
but it has a more insecure reliance^-^the 
frail promise of a son of Diarmid.*' 

<^ That promise sb^l notfaii you,'' said Ae 
Campbell, << if you can assure me that she 
43urvives, and where she is to be fouiid*'' 

** In the castle. of Darnlinvarach,'' said 
Ranald MacEagh, ^ under the name of 
• Annot Lyle. I have often heard of her 
from my kinsmen, who have again ap« 
proached their native woods, and it is not 
hmg since mine old eyes beheld her." 

^< Yout' said Murdoch, in astoHtshment, 
^* you,' a chief among the children of the 
Mist, and ventured so near your mottiX 
fber 

** Son of Diarinid, I did more,** replied 
the outlaw; << I was in the hall of the casUe, 
disguised as a Jiwper, from the wild. shores 
w£ Skianatefa. ' My puipose was to have 
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l^unged^ my dirk in the body of the 
Aulay with the Bloody hatrd, before whom 
our race trembles, and to have taken there- 
after what fate God shpuld send me. But 
I saw Annbt Lyle, even when my hand was 
on the hilt of my dagger. She touched her 
clairshach to a song of the Children of the 
Mist, which she had learned when her 
dwelling was amongst us. The woods in 
which we had dwelt pleasantly, rustled their 
.green leaves in the song, and our streams 
were there with the sound of all their wa- . 
ters. My hand forsook the dagger; the 
fountains of mine eyes were opened, and 

4 

the hour of revenge passed away.-«-And 
now, son of Diarmid, have I not paid the 
ranson ^f my head ?" 

^ Ay," replied Murdoch, " if your tale 
•be true ; but what proof can you assign for 
it ?\ 

.«* Bear witness heaven and earth," ex- 
claimed the outlaw, << he already looks how 
he may step over his word !" 

"Not so," replied Murdoch; ^< every pro- 
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inise ishall be kept to you wh^n I iMn as- 
sured you have told me the truth. But I 
must speak a few words with your CQ9Spa« 
iiion in captivity .'* 

•* Fair and false — ever fair apd false,** 
muttered the prisoner, as he threw bipiself 
once more on the floor of bis dungeon, 

Mesui while, Captain Dalgetty, who had.at^ 
tended to every word of this dialogue, wjMii 
piaking his own remarks on itin private* 
«« What the henker can this sly fellow have 
to say to me ? I have no child, either ofjwjr 
own, so far as I know, or of ai\y other per- 
son, to tell him a tale about* But let h}iQ 
come on — he will have some manceuyring 
ere he turn the flank of the old soldier/* 
Accordingly, as if he had stood pik^ in 
hand to defend a ^breach, he waite^^ with 
caution, but without fear, the commence? 
ment of the attack, " You are a citizen of 
the world. Captain Dalgetty," said Mur-r 
doch Campbell, *< and cannot be ignora^ut 
of our old Scotch proverb gifgaf^ which 
goes through all nations and all services.** 
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«* Then I should know something of it,'' 
said Dalgetty, " for, except the Turks, 
there are few powers in Europe whom I 
have not served; and I have sometimes 
thought of taking a turn either with Bfeth*- 
lem Gabor, or with the Janizaries.^ 

"A man of your experience and unpre- 
judiced ideas, then, will understand me at 
Once,'' said Murdoch, ** when I say, I mean 
that your freedom shall depend on your 
true and upright answer to a few trifling 
questions respecting the gentlemen you 
bave lefl; 'their state of preparation ; the 
laumber of their men, and nature of their 
appointments ; and as much as you chance 
to know about their plan of operations." 

" Just to satisfy your curiosity," said 
Dalgetty, << and without any farther pur- 
jpose y* • 

•« None in the world," replied Murdoch j 
.<< what interest should a poor devil like me 
take in their operations ?" 

•' Make your interrogations then," said 
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the Captain, <* and I \vin answer them pe- 
remptorier 

•* How many Irish may be on their mar<^h 
to join James Grp.hame f he mali^^nt ?" 

" Probably ten tbousandr" said Captain 
Dalgetfey. 

" Ten thousand!" replied Murdotb an- 
grily } " we kpow that scarce, two thouianfl 
Janded at Ardnamurchati;" . v 

<< Then you know more aboCit tbem than 
I do/' .answered Captain Dalgetty* with 
great composure^ " I never saw th^ mufr 
terefl yet, ^r even under arms/* ; 

<* And bow many, men of the clans^ may 
:be expected V^ demanded Murdoch. 

" As many %& they can make, ^< replied 
the Captain. 

«* You are answering from the purpose, 
sir,'' said Murdoch ; " speak plainly, will 
there be. five thousand men ?" 

** There and thereabouts," answiered 
Dalgetty. 

. " You are playing with your lifei sir, if 
you trifle with me," replied the catechist j 
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^ o^e wJbJ&tie of mine, and in less than teti 
minutes your head hangs on the draw- 
l>ridge/' 

•« But to speak candidly, Mr Murdoeh>'* 
jFjepIied the Captain, *^ $0 you thkk it is a 
reasonable thing to ask me after the secrets 
'l»f jQat 9xiayii bjoA I etigaged to s^rve for the 
i^holei^n)patga? If I taught you how to 
:defeait Montrose, what becomes of mjr pay, 
arrears, ^dd chance of bobty T' 

« I tell you," said Campbell, «« that if 
you be stubborn, your campaign shall begin 
and end vpl a march to the block at the 
.cas£Ie-ga£e, which stands ready for such 
land-laufers j. but if you answer my ques- 
tions faithfully, I will receive you into my 
—-into the service of M' Galium More/* 

"Does the service afford good pay I" 
said Caption Dalgetty* 

^ He will double yours, if you will re- 
turn to Montrose and act under his direc- 
rection.'* 

^ X wish I had seen you, sir, be&re ta^ 
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king on with him^'' said Dalgett^^ appoar-^ 
iDg to meditate*. 

*< On the contcary, I can afford ydu mme 
advantageous terms now^** said the Camp- 
bell ; ** always supposing that y oil ace fidtl^. 

'< Faithful, that is^. to you^ and a traitw^ 
to Montrose," answered the Captain* 

" Faithful to the cause of religion and 
good order,** answered Murdoch,. ^ which 
sanctifies any deception youy may employ 
to serve itJ' 

•' And the Marquis of Argy]e,!—^ould I 
incline to enter his service, is be a kind, 
master ?' demanded Dalgetty. 

^ Never man kinder," quoth CampbelK; 

*< And bountiful to bis officers ??' pursu- 
ed the Captain^ 

*< The most open band in Scbtland," n^ 
plied Murdochs 

<< True and faithful to bis engagements}^' 
continued Dalgetty. 

< << As honourable a nobleman as teeatbes^ 
said the clansman. 



-i 
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*^ I never heard so much good of him 
before^'' said Dalgetty ; ** you must know 
iiie* Marquis, well, o( rather you must be 
tiie Marquis himself. Lord of Argyle/' 
he added, throwing himself suddenly oa 
the disguised nobleman, *< I arrest you in 
the name of King Charles as a traiton If 
you venture to call for assistance, I will 
wrench «round your neck.'' * 

'Ehe attack which Dalgetty made up.pn 

Argyle's person was so sudden and unexr 

fleeted, that he easily prostrated him on the 

iSeor of the dungeon, add held him down 

with. one hand, while his right, grasping 

the Marquia'ii throat, was-ready to strangle 

him on the slightest attempt to 'Call foras* 

nstance. 

" Lord of Argyle," he said, " it is now 

my turn to lay down the terms of capitu« 

lalion. If you list to shew me the private 

way by wh^ch you entered ' the dungeon, 

yrpix shaU escape, on condition of being my 

ificum tenens, M V9e said at the Mareschal 
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College, until yoOr warder- visits this pri- 
soners. Bat if not,- 1 wJllfiFk stntngte you 
— -I learded the art froni a Folonian hey- 
duck, who had been a slave in the Otto- 
man seraglio-— and then seek out a mode of 
retreat.*' 

•« Villain ! you would not murder me for 
tny kindness," murmured Argyle. 

«* Not for your kindness, my lord,"* re- 
plied Dalgetty } " but first, to teach your 
Ibrdiihip the jus gentium towards cavali^« 
ifho eonje to you under si^fe cond&cft ; and 
secondly, to warn you of the danger orpto« 
posing dishonourable terras to anfy worthy 
isoldado, in order to tempt him to become 
false to his standard during the term of his 
service.'' 

" Spare my life," said Argyle, " and I 
will do as you require." 

Dalgetty maintained his gripe upon the 
Marquis's throat, compressing it a little 
while he asked questions, and relaxing it 
so far as to give bim the power of answer- 
ing them. 



J 
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-^ Wbere i$ tbeMcret door into the dun- 

. « Hold, up the lantern to the corner on 
^onr right hand, jovl will discern the irMi 
twluchi covers the spring," replied the Mar- 
quis. 

<' So lir so good.**Where does the pas. 
sage lead to V" 

, ** To my private apartment .behind the 
.iapestryy" answered the prostrate nobl^ 

«« From thence bow shall I readi the 
fpate^way?" 

<< Through the grand gallery, the anti- 
xoom, the lackeys' waiting-hall, the grand 
;guard-room— " 

^ All crowded with soldiers, f action aries, 
and attendants? — ^that will never do for me, 
my lord j— have you no secret passage to 
^e gate, as you have to your dungeons ? 
I have seen such in Germany*" 
./ ^< There is a passage through the chapel,'' 
said the Marquis, <^ opening from my apart* 
ment/' 
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«< And what is tbe pass- word «t tin gat^ } 

«< The sword of Levi;' replied the Mmi^ 
qiiis } ^ but if you will receive my pledge 
of honour, I will go with you^ escoit jou 
through every guard , aud set yoci at luH 
liberty with a passport." > 

'< I mig^t trust you, my lord » were your- 
throat not already black with the grasp of 
my fingers; — as it is, beso los manasausted^ 
as the Spaniard says. Yet you may grant 
me a passport ;— are there writing mate- 
rials in your apartment ?^ 

*^ Surely ;. and blank passports ready to 
be signed* I will attend you there^' said 
the Marquis, << instantly ."^ 

-** It were too much honour for the lik4r 
o f me," said Dalgetty ; *' your lordship 
shall remain under charge xif mine - hontat 
friend Ranald MacEagb; therefore, prtthei^ 
let me drag you within reach of his cliain«-»-i^' 
Honest Ranald, you see how matters stand, 
with us. I shall find the means, I doubk 
not, of setting you at freedom. Mean time 
do as }ou see me do i clap your hand tkua 
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Ml tfaHe weasMid of this high and mighty 
Tprinctf under his raff, and if he otkr to 
straggle or cry out^ fiiil not, my worthy 
B«iald^ to squeeze doughtily ; and if it 
be Md ddiquimm, Ranald^ that is, till he 
swoon, there is no great natter, s^ing he 
designed yoor guUet and mine to still hard^ 
«r usage/' 

^ If he oflfer at speech or straggle,** sakl 
Baaald, ^< he dies by my hand/* 

^ ^ That is right, Ranald — ^very spirited— r 
a thoroughgoing friend that understands 9 
kiiitis worth a million." 

l^htts resigning the charge of the Marquis 
to his new confederate, Dalgetty pressed the 

s 

sprfing, by which the secret door flew open, 
though; so well were its hinges polished and 
cdledt that it made not the slightest noise in 
revolving. The opposite side of the door 
was.secnredby very strong bolt and bans, 
beside which hung cnve' or two keys, de^ 
signed apparently, to lindo fetter. locks. A 
narrow stanrcase^ ascending up through 



tiie tbickness of the castlewwidlt lan4ct}»'8f 
the Marquis had truly iaformi^ him, .be^ 
hind the tapestry cf fai« prhrftte apartment 
Such communicatioDs wete frequeut infold 
feudal castles, as they gave the ioM o£ the 
fortress, like a second Diooy^dus, jkhe 
means of hearing the ccmversatioB of hjb 
prisoners, or^^ if he pleased, of vising 
them in disguise^ an experiment which had 
terminated so unpleasantly on the pneseM 
t^ccasion for Gillespie Grumach. Having 
examined previously whether there vi9$ 
any one in the apartment^ and iindkig the 
coast clear^ the Captain entered^ aod hast- 
ily possessing himself of a blank passport, 
several of which lay on the taUe, and of 
writing materials, securmg, at the same 
time, the Marquis's dagger, and a »lk ooid 
from the hangings, he again descended into 
the cavern, where, listening a moment; at 
the door, he could hear the half-stifled 
voice of the Marquis making great ftofSam 



i 
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kirn tagiire an alarm*. 

^ Not for a forest of deer— not for a 
thottsf^d bfead of cattle,'* answered tKe 
£hee-b6oterf ^ not for all the lands that 
sver caHed a «on of Diarmid master^ wfll 
I bi^eak the troth I have plighted to him 
ef the iron-garment" 

** He of the iron-garment," said Dalgett>v 
entering, «< is bounden unto you, MacEagb^. 
and this noble lord shall be bounden also ;. 
hat first he must fill up this passport with 
the names of Major Dugald Dalgetty and 
liis guide, or he is like to have a passport 
into Mother world." 

The Marquis subscribed, and wrote, by 
tte light of the dark^antern, as the sol- 
diet prescribed to him, 

*« And now, Ranald," said Ifelgetty,. 
^« strip thy upper garment — thy plaid I 
mean, Ranald, and in it will I muffle the 
MCalluta More, and make of him, for the 
time, a Child of the Mist j— Nay, I must 
bring it over your hea^f my lord, so as to 
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secure us against your mistimed clamour. 
—So, now he is sufficiently muffled } — hold 
down your bands, or^ by heaven^ I willstab 
you to the heart with ypur own dagger} 
-~nay,<.you shall be bound with nothiog less 
than silk, as your quality deserves.*— So 
now he. is secure till some one comes to re- 
lieve him. If he ordered us a late dMneii 
Ranald,' he is like to be the sufferer ;«-^^t 
what hour, my good Ranald,, did the jailor 
usually appear.'' 

« Never till the sun waa beneath the 
westCFB wave," said MfEagh^ ' 

<< Then,^my friend, we shall have three 
hours good,** said the cautious Captain. ** In 
the mean time, let us labour for your libe* 
ration*'^ 

To examine Ranald's chain was the next 
occupation. It^ was undone by means of 
one of the keys which hung l^ebind the pri- 
vate doof, probably deposited there, that 
the Ma.rquis might, if he pleased, dismiss 
a prisoner, or . remove him elsewhere with^ 
out the necessity of summonine the war* 

5. 
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^a. The outlaw stretched bis benumbed 
aroiSi aod boiyided fron the floor of the 
duogeoa ia all the extaiy of f«covered firee« 
dMOi. 

^ Take the livery-coat of that noble prU 
Boner,'* said Captain Dalgetty ( ^ put it on, 
and follow close at my heels."" 

The outlaw obeyed* Ttiey ascended the 
private stair» having first secured the door 
behind then^ and thus safely reached the 
im^artment of the Marquis. 



114 TALKS Ot, US I.AMDLOKQ. 



.CHAPTER VL 

I 

This wai the entry then, t^cte iHurir^Jlyiit wluilji«r eftcr I 
Yet he that's sure to perish on thq land 
May quit the nicety of card and compassy 
^ And tniBt the open tea without a pUot. 

fVagedy tf BrtnMomdtm 

*< Look out foi the private wty through 
the chapel, Ranald," said the Captain, 
^< while I give a hasty regard tO;. these mat- 
ters.** 

Thus speaking, he seized with one hand 
a bundle of Argyle's most private papers, 
and with the other a purse of gold, both 
of which lay in a drawer of a rich cabinet 
which stood invitingly open.. Neither did 
he neglect to possess himself of a sword 
and pistols, with powder-flask and balls, 
which hung in the apartment. <* Intelll- 
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g€nce and booty," said the veteran^ as he 
poached the spoils, << each honourable ca- 
valier should look to the one on his ^ene- 
ral'a beMf» ^^ the other on his own. 
This ffword is aa .4x^drew Ferrara, and the 
pistols better than mine own* But a fair 
exchange is no robber j. Soldados are not 
to be endangered, and endangered gratui- 
tously, my Lord of Argyle.-^But soft, soft, 
Banaid ; wise Man, ^f the Mist, whither atrt 
thou bound f 

It was indeed full time to stopi Mac^agh's 
procmdiiig9; for, not finding the priyi^ie 
• passage readily, and impatient, it would 
aeem, of farther delay, he had caught'dowji 
a sword and target, and was about ta en- 
ter the great gallery, with the purpose, 
doubtless, of fighting hi» way through ill 

opposition* 

" Hold, while you live," whispered Dal- 
getty, laying hold on him. ** We must 
not be perdue if possible* So bar w? this 
door, that it nay be thought M^allum 
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More would be private— ^nd now lefr irte- 
make a reeonnoissance for the private pas- 
sage.^ 

By looking' behind the (apesdy in ym* 
ous places, the CaptuB at length discover- 
ed aprivate door» and behind that a winding 
passage, terminated by another door, which 
doubtless entered the chapel. But what 
was hk disagreeable surprise to hear^ on the 
other side of this second door, tho sonorous 
voice of a divine in the act of preaching. 

<* This made the viHain,** he said, » re^ 
commend this to us as a private passage* 
I am strongly tempted to return a&d cut 
bis throat" 

He then opened" very gentfy the dodf^ 
whibfe^ led into a latticed gallery used by 
the Marc^uis, himself^ the curtains of wbidi; 
were drawn, perhaps with the* purpose of 
having it supposed that he was engaged in 
attendance upon divine worship, when, in 
fact, he was absent upon his secular afi&irSt 
The^e was no other person in the sea^ for 
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*{be iiimily of the Marquis, such Was the 
liigfa state maiiitaiiied in those days, sate 
during service in another gallery, placed 
soaiewhat lower than that of the great m an 
hioiself* This being the case, Oiptain 
Dalgetty ventured to ensconce himself in 
the gallery, of which he carefully secured 
the door. 

Never (although the expression be a bold 
tHie) was a sermon listened to with more 
impaUence, and less edincaticm, on the part 
of<»n€, at least, of the audience. The Cap* 
tain beard MBiemttkljf ^^^eventeentkly -— 
eigMeet^Mff^ and to eanehuJet with a sort 
of feeling like protracted despair. But no 
man can lecture (for the service was called 
a IcK^ture,) for ever, and the discourse was 
at length closed, the clergyman not failing 
to^make a profound bow towards the lat* 
tic^d gallery, little suspecting whom he 
honoured by that reverence. To judge 
froiQ ihe haste mth which they dispersed, 
the domestics of the Marquis were scarce 
jmore pleased with their late occupation 
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than the anxiouB Captain Dalgetty ; in- 
deedy many of them being HighlandmeOy 
had the ei^cuse of not understanding a sin- 
gle word which the clergyman spoke» al- 
though they gave their attendance on his 
doctrine by the special order of M^Callum 
More> and wonldhave done so had he been 
a Turkish Imaum. 

But although the congregation disper- 
sed thus rapidly, the divine remained be- 
hind in the chapel, and, walking up and 
down its Gothic precincts, seemed either to 
be meditating on^hat he had just been de- 
livering, or preparing a fresh discourse for 
the next opportunity. Bold as he was, 
Dalgetty hesitated what he ought to do. 
Time, however, pressed, and every mo- 
ment increased the chance of their es- 
cape being discovered by the jailor visiting 
the dungeon perhaps before his wonted 
time, and discovering the exchange which 
had been made there. At length, whisper- 
ing Ranald, who watched all his motions, to 
follow him and preserve his countenance, 
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Captain Dalgetty, with a very composed 
air» descended a flight of steps which led 
fi^om the gallery into the body of the cha- 
pel. A less experienced adventurer would 
have endeavonred to pass the worthy cler- 
gyman rapidly, in hopes to escape unnoti- 
ced. 'But the Captain, who foresaw the ma« 
nifest danger of failing in such an attempt^ 
walked gravely to meet the divine upon his 
i^alk in the midst tff the chancel^ and, pull- 
ing off his cap, Was about to pass him after 
a formal reverence. But what was his sur- 
prise to \iew in the preach^ the very same 
person with whom he had dined in the cas« 
tie of Ardenvohr. Yet he speedily reco- 
vered his composure ; and ere the clergy- 
gymaa could speak, was the first to address 
him. " I could not,** he said, «* leave this 
mansion without bequeathing to you, my 
very reverend sir, my humble thanks for 
the homily with which you have this even- 
ing favoured us.** 

** I did not observe, sir,** said the clergy- 
*^ man, " that you were !n the chapel.'* 

^* It pleased the honourable Marquis,** 
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Dalgetiy, modefldj, ^ to grace me mm 
ft seat in his own gallery.^ The divme 
bowed low at this intifbation, faiowingthiit 
such an b<»idur was only vouchsafed toper- 
sons of very high rank. ** It b^ been my 
fate^ sir/' said the Captain^ <^ ia the si^t of 
wandering Hfe which I have led* to have 
heard different preachers of different reli- 
gions— ^as forexaniplei Lutfaerap, Evange^ 
iical, Reformed^ Calvintstical, and so forth, 
but never liave I listened to such a homUy 
as yours,"* 

<< Call it a lecture, worthy slr,^ said the 
divine, ^< such is . the phrase of our 
ehurch." 

-«* liCcture^ or homily," said Dalgetty, «« it 
was, as the High Germans say, gamMybrire 
jfiich ; and ] eould notleave this place with- 
out testifying, unto you what inward en^- 
tions I have undergone during your edify iiig 
prelection ; and how I am touched to ,the 
^uick, that I should yesterday, during the 
refection, have* aeemed to infrii^ oiLrthe 
Inspect due to such a p^soQ as yourself." 

« Alas ! my worthy air," said the elergy* 
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fiian^ i* ire me^ in tliit wodd as in At Valr 
1«7 of the SfaidoW of Death, not knowing 
agaiprt wfaooi we mxy dtimce to tncounterii 
iwr tcuth it is no matter of mar vel^ if we 
sometimes jostle those^ to whom, if known, 
we would yield dl respect* Sarely, sir, I 
wMld radier have taken yoii fet a profane 
tmdigtmiat than fov such a dewtit pccsim as 
yoti prove, wkQ reveienaea the great Master 
eNren in tbei meanest ^ his. servmits/' 

^ It is^abray^ my oostoai to do so, learn* 
€d sir,*' answered Dalget^^ ^^^srin the ser« 
Vice of the immortal CkntavuSN^but I de- 
tain you firom your meditatio&s^-^Us de- 
sire to i^eak of the King of Sweden: being 
fbr ot^M overpowered by the necessity of 
his ciiKmaifitanoes. 

^< By no mesm, my worthy sit," said the 
clergyman. ^< What was, I pray you^ the or^ 
dd* ^ that great PrhiGf, whose memory is 
m itear to every Protestant bosom ?* 

^ Sir, the drams beat to prayei» morning 
afid evemng, as regularly as for parade; and 
If a soldier passed wil^ut saiuttag tiio 
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chaplaihy he had an hour's ride on the woodm- 
en tnare for his pains. Sir, I \tfish you a 
very good evening — I am obhged to depart 
the castle under M^Callum Mofe's pass- 
port. 

Stay one instatiti sir,'' said the preacher; 

is there nothing I can do to testify* my 
respect for the pupil of the great Gostavhs, 
and so admirable a judge of preaching r''^ 

" Nothing, sir," said the Captain, «« btrt 
to shew me the nearest way to die gate^— 
and if you would have thekindness,"* he add- 
ed with great effrontery, <* to let a servaol** 
bring my horse with him, the dark grtf 
gelding— call him Gustavus, and he wMI 
prick up his ears — for I know not where the 
castle stables are situated, and my guide,** 
he added, looking at Ranald, << speaks no 
English.*' 

*\I hasten to accommodate yoa,^ said die» 
clergyman; <V your way lies through thmt 
cloistered passage." ^ 

«« Now heavin's blessing upon yomr ta^ 
nity !" said the Captain tq himself ** I witt 

11 
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afiriid J would have^had to march off with* 
out Gustavus." 

. In. fact, so effectually did the chaplain 
eXfsrt. himself in behalf of so excellent a 
judge of composition, that while Dalgelty 
waa^parLying with the centinels at the draw- 
b|:idge> shewing bis passport, and giving the 
watch-word, a servant brought him his 
horse, f e^dy saddled for the journey. In 
any other place, the Captain suddenly ap* 
pearing at large after having been publicly 
sent to prison, might have excited suspicion 
aa^. enquiry ; but the officers and domes- 
tips^ tht Marquis were accustomed to the 
mysterious policy of their master, and never 
supposed aught else than that he had been 
liberated and entrusted with some private 
eommisston by their master. In this belief, 
and having received the parole, they gave 
him free passage. 

Dalgetty rode slowly through the town ; 
of Inveraray the outlaw attending upon him | 
like a iootrpag^ at his horse's shoulder. As | 
thf^f passed the gibbet> the old man looked ^) 
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tm the bodtw and wrung his hands. Tha 
look and gesture were momentary, but a« 
press! ve of indescribable anguish. In stan t- 
]y recovering himself, Ranald, in passing, 
whispered somewhat to one of the females, 
who, like Rizpafa the daughter of Aizab, 
seemed engaged in watching and mquming 
the victims of feudal justice and erueltj. 
The woman started at his voice, but im- 
mediately collected herself, and returned 
for answer a slight inclination of the head 
Dalgetty continued his way out of the 
,town, uncertain whether he should try ta 
aeize or hire a boat' and cross the lake, cir 
plunge into the woods and there coneeal 
himself from pursuit f n the former ev<;nt 
he was liable to be instantly pursued by the 
galUes of the Marquis^ which lay reacfy for 
aailtng, their long yard-arms porntiog to the 
wind, and what hope could he have in sa 
Offdinary Highland fishing-boat to escape 
from them? If he made tlie latter choice, hia 
chance either of supporting or conceaiii^ 
himself in those waste and unknown wilder- 



A LEOEKD OF MONTROSE. HiS 

Messes was in the highest degree precarious. 
The town lay now behind him, yet what 
hand to turn to for safety he was unable ta 
determine, and began to be sensible, that in 
escaping from the dungeon at Inverara, he 
had only accomplished the easiest part of a 
difficult task. If retaken, his fate was now 
certain j for the personal injury he had offer- 
ed to a man so powerful and so vindictive, 
could be atoned for only by instant death.. 
While he pondered these distressing reflec 
tionsy and looked around with a counte- 
nance which plainly expressed indecision, 
Ranald MacEagh suddenly asked him, 
•* which way he intended to j.ourney ?*' 

" And that, honest comrade," answered 
Dalgetty, ** is preceesely the question which 
I cannot answer you— truly I begin to hold 
the opinion, Ranald, that we had better 
have stuck by the brown loaf and water- 
pitclier until Sir Duncan arrived, who, for 
his own honour, must have made some fight 
fbr me*" , 

« Saxon/' answered MacEagh, ^« do not 
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you regret having exchinged the foul 
breath of yonder dungeon for the free air 
of heaven. Above all, repent not that you 
have served a Son of the Mist Put your- 
self under my guidance, and I will warrant 
your safety with my head.'' 

^* Can you guide me safe through these 
mountains, and back to the army of Mon« 
trose ?•* said Dalgetty. 

" I can," answered MacEagh r *' there 
lives not a man to whom the mountain pass- 
es, the caverns, the glens, the thiclcets and 
the corries are known, as they are to the 
Children of the Mist While others crawl 
on the level ground, by the sides of lakei 
and streams, ours are the steep hollows of 
the inaccessible mountains, the birth-place 
of the desert springs. Not all the blood- 
hounds of Argyle can trace the fastnesses 
through which I can guide you." 

<< Say'st thou so; honest Ranald ?" replied 
Dalgetty j «* then have on with thee, for of 
a surety I shall never save the ship by my 
own pilotage." 
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The outlaw accordingly led the way into 
the wood by which the castle is surround- 
ed for several miles, walking with so much 
dispatch as kept Gustavus at a round trot» 
And taking such a number of cross cuts and 
turnsy that Captain Dalgetty speedily lost 
all idea where he might be, and all know- 
ledge of the points of the compass. At 
length, the path, which had gradually 
become more difficult, altogether ended 
among thickets and underwood. The 
joaring of a torrent was heard in the neigh- 
bourhood, the ground became in some 
places broken, in others boggy, and every* 
where unfit for riding. 

" What the foul fiend,^ said Dalgetty, 
*^ is to be . done here ? I must part with 
Gustavus, I fear." 

«* Take no care for your horse," said the 
outlaw j ** he shall soon be restored to you." 

As he spoke, he whistled in a low tone, 
and a lad, half dressed in tartan, half naked, 
having only his own shaggy hair, tied with 
a thong of leather, to protect his head and 
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face from sun and weather^ lean^ and lialf- 
itarved in aspect, his wild grey eyes ap« 
pearing to fill up ten times the proportibn 
usually allotted to them in the human face^ 
crept out as a wild beast might have done 
from a thicket of brambles and briars. 
^ " Give your horse to the gillie,*' said 
Ranald MacEagh ; <^ your life depends up* 
on it.** 

« Och ! och !*• said the despairing vete* 
ran, << EHeu ! as we used to say at Mare- 
* schal College, must I leave Gustavus in 
such grooming?'* 

*« Are you frantic, to lose time thus f* 
said his guide ; <' do we stand on friend's 
ground, that you should part with your 
liorse a^ if he were your brother ? I tell you, 
you shall have him again ; but if you never 
saw the animal, is not life better than the 
best colt ever mare foaled ?* 

<< And that is true too, mine honest 
friend," sighed Dalgetty ; " yet if you 
knew but the value of Gustavus, and the 
things we two hare done and suffered to^ 
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geth6r--<*See9 he turns back to look at roe ! 
— «be kind to himi my good breechless 
fidendp and I will . requite y on ^ well." So 
saying, and withal sniffling, a little to swal- 
low his grief, he turned from the heart- 
rending spectacle in order to follow his 
guide* 

To follow his guide was no easy matter, 
and soon required more agility than Captain 
Dalgetty could master. The very first 
plunge ader he had parted from his char- 
ger, carried hira> with little assistance from 
a few overhanging boughs, or projecting 
roots of treesj eight foot sheer down into 
the course of a torrent, up which the Son 
of the Mist led the way. Huge stones,; 
over which they scrambled, thickets of 
Uiorn and brambles, through which they 
had to drag themselves, rocks which were 
to be climbed on the one side with much 
labour and pain, for the purpose, of an 
equally precarious descent upon the other ; 
all these, and many such interruptions, 
wete surmounted by the light-footed and 
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half-naked mountaiiieer with an ease and 
velocity which excited the surprise and 
envy of Captain Dalgetty, whO| encumber- 
ed by his head-piece^ corslet^ and other ar- 
mour, not to mention his ponderous japk- 
boots, found himself at length so much ex- 
hausted by fatigue, and the difficulties of 
the road, that he sate down upon a stone 
in order to recover his breath, while he ex- ' 
plained to Ranald MacEagh the difference 
betwixt travelling e^peditus and impeditus^ 
as these two military phrases were under* 
stood at Mareschal College^ Aberdeen. 
The sole answer of the mountaineer was to 
lay his hand on the soldier's arm, and point 
backward in the direction of the wind. Dal* 
getty could spy notiiing, for evening was 
closing fast, and they were at the bottom of 
a dark ravine. Biit he could distinctly hear 
at a distance the sullen toll of a large bel|«. 

«* That,** said he, " must be the alarm — 
the storm-clock, as the Germans call it." 

^< It strikes the hour of your deaths" an- 
swered Ranald, << unless you can accomr 
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pany me a little farther. For every toll of 
that bellj a brave man has yielded up his 
soul.^ 

^ Truly, Ranald, my trusty friend,'* said 
Dalgetty, " I will not deny that the case 
may be soon mine own ; for I am so for- 
fouchen, (being, as I explained to you, im- 
peditm^ for had I been expeditus, I mind not 
pedestrian exercise the flourish of a fife), 
that I think I had better ensconce myself in 
one of these bushes, and even lie quiet there 
to abide whs^t fortune God shall send me. 
I entreat you, Ranald, to shift for yourself^ 
and leave me to my fortune, as the Lion 
of the North, the immortal Gustavus 
Adolphus, my never-to-be-forgotten mas- 
ter, (whom you must surely have heard of, 
Ranald, though you may have heard of no 
one else), said to Francis Albert, Duke of 
Saxe*Lauenburgh, when he was mortally 
wounded on the plains of Lutzen. Neither 
despair altogether of my safety, Ranald, 
seeing. I have been in as great pinches as 
tbia in Germany — more especially, I re- 
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member me, that at tfaefatal li^ttleof NerliB- 
g^n-^-Hafter whieh I changed service"^ — **^ < 

*• If you would save your father's scm'k 
breath to help bis child out of trouble, in- 
stead of wasting it upon the tales of Sean^ 
ijachies,'^ said RanaM, who now turned in- 
patient of the Captain's loquacity, *< or ii 
your feet could travel as fast as your , 
tongue, you might yet lay your head on 
an unbloody jpiUow tonight.'' 

/< Something there is like military akiH 
in that,'' replied the C^ptaio, <^ although 
wantonly and irreverently spoken to an o& 
iicer of rank. But I hold it good to par» 
don such freedoms on a march, in respect 
of thei^turnalian licence indulged in such 
cases to the troops of sdt nations. And 
now, resume thine office, friend Ranald, ia 
respect I am well-breathed ; or, to foe more 
plain^ Ipraej ifequar, as we used to say at 
Mareschal College." 

Comprehending his meaning ra^^ from 
his motions than his language, the Son of the 
Mist again led the way, with an unerring' 

3 
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pcecision that looked Kke instinct^through 
a Tariety of groiind the most difficult and 
broken that could well be imagined* Drag- 
ging adong his ponderoas bobts, encamber- 
ed with thigh^pieces, gauntlets^ corsl6t) and 
baok-piece) not tb mieiition the buff jerkin 
which he wore under ail these arm», talk^ 
iag of his former ekploits'the whole way^ 
4;hough Ranald paid not the slightest at- 
t^rtion to him, Captain Dalgetty contra 
red to foUow his guide a considerable way 
farther^ when the deep-mouthed baying of 
a hound was heard coming down the wind, 
as if opening on the scent of its prey. 

<< Black hound," said Ranald, *< whose 
throat never boded good to a Child of the 
Mist^ ill fortune to her who littered thee! 
hast thou already found our trace ? But 
thou BTt too late, swart hbund of darkness*, 
and the deer has gained the herd* 

So saying, he whistled very softly, and 
was answered in a tone equally low from 
the ti^ of a pass, up which they had for 
some time been ascending. Mending their 
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pice» the^rreacbed tbe tq>y where the tnooD» 
which had now risen bright and clear, shew- 
ed to Dalgetty a party of ten or tyvAre 
Highlandersi and about as many woiMii 
and childreni by whom Ranald MacEagh 
was received with such transports of joy, 
as made. his companion easily sensible 
that those bywhbm he was surrounded 
must of coarse be Children of the -Mist. 
The place which they occupied well suited 
their name and h^its. It was a beetling 
erag, round which winded a very narrow 
and broken foot-path, commanded in vari- 
ous places by the position which they held. 

Ranald spoke anxiously and hastily to 
the children of his tribe, and the men cam6 
one fay one to shake hands with Dalgetty, 
while the women, clamorous in their grati- 
tude, pressed round to kiss even the hem 
of his garment. . 

«« They plight their faith to you," said 
Ranald MacEagh, << for requital of the 
good deed you have done to the tribe thia 
day.** 
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«< Kqoi^ Baidt Raaald,'* aotweied the 
aoldier« " enough said— 4«U them I love 
not this shaking of hands— it amfuses raaks 
9JqA degrees in iniUtary service i and as to 
Juftsing of gauntletSi puldrons, and the like» 
^ remeo^ber that the immortal Gustavus^ as 
lie rode through the streets of Nuremberg 
being thus worshipped by the populace, 
(being doubtle$s far more worthy of it than 
a poor though honourable cavalier like my. 
aelf») did say unto them, in the way of re-^ 
|>uke» < If you idolize me thus like a god, 
who shall insure you that the vengeance erf* 
Heaven will not soon prove me to be a mot' 
tal^* — And so here, I suppose you intend 
tp make a stand against your foMowerii 
Eapald — void a Dio9, as the Spaniard says 
— ^a very pretty position — as 'pretty a posi* 
tion for a small peloton of men as I haiie 
seen in my service — no enemy can come 
towards it by the road without being at the 
m^rcy of cannon and musket.-*-But.tben, 
JEUnald, my trusty comrade, you hav« no 
cannon, I dare to aver, « and I do not set 
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iksLt my of these felowai have * nuisls^ts 
eittefi So with ^at artilleiy yon propoM 
making good the paasi before you come til. 
haid bkyw8> truly, Rusald^ it {)asfteth tny 
apprefaenaioiu'' 

<* With the wei^iis and with the coiv 
rage of oar fathers," said MacEagh, aud 
made the Captain observe, that the meo of 
his party were arined with bows and arr 

r0WS« ry ■■' * 

<< Bow#aiid arf0iW&^' exclaimed Dalget- 
ty ; *' ha ! ha ! ha ! have we Robin Hood 
and Xiittle John back again ?^-*-Bows and 
arrows! why, the sight has not been seen 
in civilized warforanhaQdredyear& Bowl 
md arrows! and why not with weavers^ 
beams, as in the days of Goliah I That Du- 
gatd Dalgetty, of Drumthwacket, should 
live to see men fight with bows and arrows J 
—The immortal (jrustavus would never 
have believed it— nor Wallenstein — nor 
Butler-^nor old Tilly. — ^Well, Ranald, a 
cat can have but its claws— since bows and 
arfows aM the word^ e'en let us make the 



A UCttllP* OF MtWVAOMk 187 

• 

beat 6f it— -Only^ as I do not imderfttand 
the Bcope and range of such old^fiisliioQcd 
artiUeryi yon tnust make the best dtsposi* 
tioo fini ban out c^ jour own head ; for mjr 
taking the command^ whilk I would have 
gladly done had you been to fight with 
any christian weapons, is out of the ques^ 
tion when you are to cdmbat like quivered 
Numidians. I will^ however, pby my part 
with my pistols in the approaching mellay,^ 
in respect my carabine unhappily remaans^ ' 
at Gustaviis's saddle.— -My service and 
thanks to you/' he continued* addressing a 
mountaineer who oflb*ed him a bow ; *' Dtu* 
ga)d Dalgetey may say of himself, as he 
Iem*ned at Maresch&^ CoUegCt 

Non eset Maori jaculisjneque arca^ 
Nee veoenatis gravida sagittis 

Fusee, pharetra ; 



whilk is to say— i— *" 

Ranald MacEagh a second time imposed 
iiilence on the talkative commander as be* 
fore, by p^dling Us sleeve, and pointtog 
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down the pass. The bay of the blood- 
hound was now approaching nearer and 
nearer^ and they could hear the vQices- of 
several persons who acccMspaniedth^ ani- 
mal, and hallooed to each other as they 
dispersed occasionally, either in the buriy 
of their advance, or in order to search oipre 
accurately the thickets as they came along. 
They were obviously drawing nrarer and 
nearer every moment. MacEagh, in the 
mean tirne^ proposed to Captain Dislgetty 
to disencumber himself of bis armour, and 
gave him to understand that the women 
should transport it to a place of safety. 

M I crave your pardon, sir," said Dalget- 
ty, ^ such is not jthe riile of our foreign ser- 
vice ; in res[)ect I remember the regiment 
<^ Finland cuirassiers reprimanded » and 
tiieir kettle»drums taken from thena by the 
immortal Gustavus, because they had assu- 
med the permission to march without their 
conlets, and to leave them with the tuig- 
gage«- Neither did they strike kettle drums 
again, at the head of that famou^ regiment 
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until they behaved theimelves so notably 
at the field of Leipsic ; a lesMm whilk it 
not to be forgotten, any more than that ex« 
clamation of the immortal Gustavus, * Now 
shall I know if my officers love me by their 
patting on their armour; since if my officers 
are slain, who shall lead my soldiers unto 
tictory V Nevferthelesis, friend Ranald, this 

• 

Is witfabut prejudice to my being rid of 
these somewhat heavy boots, providing I 
csin obtaih any other succedaneum ; for I 
presume not to say that my bare soles are 
fbrtiSed so as to endure the flints and 
thotns, as seems to be the case with your 
fiSlowers.** 

To rid the Captain of his cumbrous 
greaves, and ca^e his feet in a pair of 
brogues made out of deer-skin, which a 
- Highlander stripped off for his accommo- 
dation, was the work of a minute, and DaU 
getty found himself mnch lightened by the 
exchange. He was in the act of recom- 
mending to RanaJd MacEagh, to send two 
or three of his followers a little lower t0 re-. 
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eohnettre tiie. (mss, and at the same tiine^ 
Yomewhat to extend his front, placing two 
detached archers at each flank by way of 
posts of observati oii) when the near cry of 
tHe hound apprized them that the pursuers 
were at the bottom of the pass. Ail was 
then dead silence, for, loquacious as he was 
on other occasions, Captain Dalgetty knew 
wtU the neoesstty of an ambush keeping 
itself under covert. 

The mooa gleamed on the broken path* 
way» and on ihsL projecting clif!^ of rock 
round which it winded, its light intercepted 
here and there by the branches of bushes*^ 
and dwarf trees, which finding nourishment 
in the crevices of the rocks, in ^ome places 
ovenhsded the brow and ledge of the preci«^ 
pioe« Below, a thick copse^ wood lay in 
deep and dark shadow, somewhat resem*^ 
bling the billows of a half-^secn (fcean. From 
the bosom of that darkness, and close to 
the boEttom of the precipice, the hound 
was hewd at intervals baying fearfully, 
naada which were redoubted by the 
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i^hoes jof tbet woodaaBd cocks iroiind. At 
iQtef Vftl9» these smik, iato. deep sttenee, in*. 
toTiiplad ooljr l)y tbe ^aehiikg noise di k 
U30t9il jruimoi of DnOet which partly fett fixim 
the rock» yMtfy fyumi a more stlent panage 
tp the botlom ak»g im prigectiiig sui£ice. 
Yoioei of tmu negtt also beaird in sttte4 
QAkiverse below } it swrned as if the piifstii> 
U9 had not 4iteoveKd th« nanow path 
yvhich ied to the top of the rock, or that, 
l^ifving discovered it» the peril of the ascenl. 
Joined to the imperlect ligjJi^aBd the im» 
certatQty whether it m^ht not be defended, 
made them hesitate to attempt it 

At length ashadosEyfigisrewaaseen^iiihielr 
raised itself up fiom. the abjrsa of darkness 
hdow, andr eoiergiiig into ^e pale sioon* 
Hghi, begsaa csatiou^ly and slowly to ascend- 
tbe rocky :psAh. The optline was so dis^*' 
tiitctly marked^ that Captain DalgettyeoijM 
discover noi cmiy the pers<fti of the Higfli. 
kuder, but the long g^n which he carried 
m bis^ bandy and the plttme of fitatihert 
yfhidx decorate his bonnet. '< TliMMdt 
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ieifleuJ that I should saj? soy aod to Wkss^ 
be near my latter end," ejaculated &e Cap« 
tahi, but under his breath, «* what wSk ht^ 
come of us, now they have brmght imisk 
quetry to encounter our arcbeva T 

But just as the pufMer hod attaint a 

projecting piece of rock about half-wa^ up 

the ascent, and, pausing, made a s^^ial^&r 

those who were still at the bottom to foUow 

him, an arrow whistled fftom the bow of one 

of the Children c^the Miat, and traai&»t 

Urn with so fatal a wound, that witboixt^ 

single effort to save himself, he lost bia Jsa;^ 

lance, and fell headh^ng from the clijOTiiiB 

which he stood into the darkoei» lietow. 

The cnah of the bon^a which received 

him, and fiie heavy sound of hia fall ikxwr 

thence to the ground, was followed b^ arciy 

of faoiTor and surprise, which bttrat fitni 

his followers^ Hie Oliildten of the Mn^* 

encouraged in proportion to the alarm tbia 

fitst success had caused among the poMo^ 

ers, echoed back the damour witli a loiul 

and shrill yell of exaltation, and, shewii^ 



theontlveft ca tbe^ brow of the predpioe, 
with wfld cries and vindtctive gestures^ 
eodeaiionred to impress on their enemies a 
setMsmt Ottor of Uieir couragei their num* 
bers, and their state of defence. ' Even 
Ciq>&ua' Dalgetty'a military prudence did 
riot prevent bis rising up and calling out to 
Ranald more loud thaq prudence warrant* 
ed^ ^^CSsrose^i comrade^ as the Spaniard 
$agfB ! Tbeloflg how for ever ! In my poor 
appcelieniiton now, were you to order a file^ 
UkBdrmic^ and take position*-——" 

tf The Sassenach T' cried a voice from be« 
ntKkb» ^ mark the Sassenflch sidier ! I see the 
glitter of bis hreast^plate." At the same time 
thraetAusketa w^re^discbarged .; and while 
oasiiMU rattledegainst the corslet of proof* 
toi^lbostrength of which our valiantCaptain 
had been more thanonceindebtedforhis life* 
aootbtr penetrated the armour which eo- 
vered the front of his left thigh, and stretdi* 
eddttoironthe ground. Banald instantly 
aeaased him ia his arms and bore him back 
frpm the edge of the precipice* while he 
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<]olel^llj ejacttlsted, ^ I alwajs told tbeia- 
mortal Ouatavos^ Walleasteini TiUy, and* 
other men of <lie sword, that in my poor 
tnindy tasleta oaght to be siade. musket- 

With two o|r three earnest words in Gfe* 
lic% MacEagh oommended the wounded 
man to the charge of the females, who 
were in the rear of his little pu ty, and was 
then ahodt to return to the contests ^Bot 
tPalgetty detained him, grasping a firm 
hold oi hia p}aid«~*< I know not bow^ this 
matter may end-**but I request you will in- 
form Montrose, that I died like « follower 
of the immortaKjustavus— and I pray you, 
take heal how y^ra quit your prcsstnt 
stceogth, even for the purpose of pmsuing 
the enemy, if yoo gain any advantage— 
and~and ^ ■ ■ 

Here Dalgetty*a breath and eye^sight be- 
gan to &ii him through- loss of Uood, and 
MacEi^, andling himself of this ciroiim* 
ataiice, extricated frosa his grasp the ead 
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of his own mantle, and substituted tliat of a 
female, by which Ifhe Captain held stoutly, 
thereby securing, as he conceived, the out- 
law's attention to the mih'tary instructions 
which he continued to pour forth while he 
had any breath to utter them, though they 
became gradually more and more incoherent 
— " and, comrade, you will be sure to keep 
your musqueteers in advance of youl: stand 
of pikes, Lochaber-axes, and two handed 
swords — Stand fast, dragoons, on the Teft 
flank! — where was I? — Aye, and, Ranald, if 
ye be mmded to retreat, leave some light- 
ed matches burning on the branches of the 
trees — it shews as if they were lined with 
^hot — but I forget — ye have no match- 
locks nor habergeons — only bows and ar- 
rows — bows and arrows ! ha ! ha 1 ha !" 

Here the Captain sunk back in an exhaust- 
ed condition, altogether unable to resist the 
^ense of the ludicrous with the idea of these 
ancient weapons of war. It was a long time 
ere he recovered his senses ; and in tJie 
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mean time, we leave him in the care of the 
Daughters of the Mist ; nurses as kind and 
attentive in reality, as they were' wild and 
uncouth in outward appearance. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

I 

But if no &ithle8B actimi stain 

Thy true and constant word, 
ni make thee famous by my pen. 

And glorious by my sword.' 

I'U serve thee in buch noble ways 

As ne'er were known before ; 
rjl deck and crown thy head with bays. 

And love thee more and more. 

MoNTEOsc's Lines* ' 

We must now leave, with whatever re- 
gret, the valiant Captain Dalgetty to. reco-" 
ver of his wounds, or otherwise, as iate shall 
determine, in order briefly to trace the mi- 
litary operations of Montrose, worthy as 
they are of a more important page, and a 
better historian. By the assistance of the 
chieftains whom we have commemoratecl, 
and more especially by the junction of the 
Murray s^ Stewarts, and other cl^ns of Athol, 
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which were peculiarly zealous in the royil 
cause, be soon assembled an army of two or 
three thousand Highlanders, to whom he 
successfully united the {riak under Odkft* 
to. This last leader, who» to the ^eat embar* 
rassment of Milt(m*s cemmetltators^is com- 
memorated in one of that great poet's son*.; 
nets,* was properly named Alister, or Al- 

* Milton's booky.entitled Tetrachordon, had been ridk 
culed) it would seem, by the divines assembled at West- 
minster, ana others/t>n aecount Of the'hardness of the 
title ; and Mihon in his sonn^ r^uli^tes upon the baiv 
barous Scottish names which theCivil War had 'iBade 
familiar to English ears :— *- ' 

— -^ — why is it harder, sirs, than Gordon^ 
Colkitto, oc McDonald, or Gallasp, 
Tihese rugged names to our like mouths grow sleeky 
That would have made Quintilian stare and gasp. 

'^ We may^suppose/' says Bishop Newton, ** that these 
were persons of note among the Scotch ministers, who 
were for pressing and enforcing the covenant j" whereas 
Milfpn only intends torfdiculc; the barbarism of Scottish 
nantes in general, and t) notes, indiscriminately, that of 
Giii^spie on« of the Apostles of the Covenant, and 
I hose of CuUcitto and M'Donn^I, (both belonging to one 
person) one of its bitterest enemies 



esaader MfDonnell, by birth a Scottish 
klesiBaD, and related to the Earl of An*' 
tfins, to whose patronage he owed the 
eommand aligned to htm in the hinh 
tnoffA.' hk many respects he merited 
thisiilistinctton. He was brave to intre- 
ptdityt and almost to insensibility } very 
stfoiq; and active in person, completely 
master of his weapons, and always ready to 
shew the example in the extremity of dan* 
ger. To counterbalance these good qua* 
litieS) it must be recorded thM he waa inesu 
perienced in military tactics, and of a jealous 
and presumptuous disposition, which- often 
lost to Montrose the fruits of Colkitto's gal* 
lantry. Yet such is the predominance of 
outward personal qualities in the eyes of a 
wild people^ that the feats of strength and 
courage shewn by this phampicM), seem to 
have made a stronger improssion upon the 
imcds of the Highlanders, than the military 
skill and chivalrous spirit of the great Mar. 
q^uis of Montrose* Numerous traditions are 
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still preserved iu the Highland glens coti- 
cerning Alister M^Donnel, though the 
name of Montrose is rarely mentioned 
among them. 

. The point upon which Montrose finally 
assembled his little army, was in Strath* 
earn, on the verge of the Highlands of 
Perthshire, so as to menace the principal 
town of that county. 

His enemies were not unprepared for his 
reception. Argyle, at the head of his 
Highlanders, was dogging the steps of the 
Irish from the west to the east, and by force, 
fear, or influence, had collected an army 
nearly sufficient to have given battle to that 
under Montrose. The Low Countries were 
also prepared, for reasons which we assign- 
ed at the beginning of this tale. A body 
of six thousand infantry, and six or seven 
thousand cavalry, which profanely assumed 
the title of God's army, had been hastily 
assembled from the shires of Fife, Angus, 
Perth,, Stirling, and the neighbouring coun- 
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ties. A much less force in former time8» 
nay even in tiie preceding reign, would 
have been sufficient to have secured the 
Low Countries Against a more formidable 
descent of Highlanders, than those united 
under Montrose ; but times had changed 
strangely within the last half century. 
Before that period, the Lowlandecs were as 
constantly engaged in war as the mountain- 
eers, and were incomparably better disci* 
plined and, armed. The favourite Scottish 
order of battle somewhat resembled the 

« 

Macedonian phalanx. Their infantry form- 
ed a compact body, armed with long spears, 
impenetrable even to the men«atarms of the 
age, though well mounted, and arrayed in 
complete proof. It may easily be conceived, 
therefore, that their ranks could not be 
broken by the disorderly charge of infantry 
armed only with swords, and ill furnished 
with missile weapons, and having no artil- 
lery whatever. This habit of fight was in 
a great measure changed by the introduc- 
tion of musquets into the Scottish Lowland 
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service, which not bcfng as yet combined 
tvith the bayoncty was a formidable weapoa 
at a distance^ but gave no assurance against 
the enemy who rushe<l on to close quarters^ 
The pike, indeed, was not wholly disused in 
the Scottish army ; but it was do longer 
the favourite weapon, nor was it relied up- 
on as formerly by those in whose hands 
it was placed, in so much that Daniel Lup- 
t^n, a tactician of the day, has written a 
bock expressly upon the superiority of the 
musqnet. This change commenced as ear* 
1y as the wars of Gustavus and Adolphus, 
whose marclies were made with such rapi. 
dity, that the pike was very scon thrown 
nslde and exchanged for fire-arms. A cir- 
cumstance which necessarily accompanied 
this change, as well as the establishment 
of standing armies, whereby war became 
a trade, was the introduction of a labo- 
rious and complicated system of discipline, 
combining a variety of words of comraanJ 
with corresponding operations and ma- 
noeuvres, the neglect of any one of which. 
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was sure to throw the whole into confusion. 
War, therefore, as* practised among most 
nations of Eii^rope, had assumed much more 
than formerty the character of a profession 
or myster}v to which previous practice.and 
experience were indispensible requisites*^ 
Such was the natural consequence of stand- 
ing armies, which had atmos^ everywhere, 
and particularly in the^ long German wars, 
superseded, what may be called the natural 
discipline of the feudal miiitia. • 

The Scotch lowland militia, therefore, 
lat^oured under a double disadvantage when ^ 
opposed to Highlanders. They were di* 
vested of the spear, a weapon which, in the 
hands of their ancestor*, had so often re^ 
pelled the impetnous assaults of the mouav. 
taineery ; and th6y were subjected to a new 
and complicated species of discipline, weU 
adapted, perhaps^ to the use of regular 
troops, who could be rendered completely 
masters of it, but tending only to confuse 
the ranks of citizen- soldiers, by whom: it 
was rarely practised, and imperfectly uh- 

G 3 
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derstood. So^mQch has been done in our 
own time in bringing back tactics to their 
first principles^ and in getting rid of the 
pedantry of war, that it is easy fo€ us ta 
estimate the disadvantages un^er which a 
half- trained militia laboured, who were 
taught to consider success as depending 
upon their exercising with precision a sys- 
tetn of tactics^ which they probably only 
so far comprehended as to find out when. 
they were wrong, but without the power of 
getting right again. Neither can it be de- 
nied, that, in Che material points of military 
habit and warlike spirit, the Lowlanders of 
the seventeenth century had sunk far be* 
neath their Highland countrymen* 

From the earliest period down to the 
union of the crowns, the whole kingdom 
of Scotland, Lowlands as well as High- 
lands, had been the constant scene of war, 
foreign and domestic ; and there was pro* 
bably scarce one of its hardy inhabitants, 
between the age of sixteen and sixty, who 
was nbt as willing in point of fact, as he 

8 
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was Kterallj bound in law» to assume arms 
at the first call of his liege lord, or of a 
toyai proclamation. The law remained 
the same in sixteen hundred and forty- five 
as « hiHidred. years before, but the race of 
those subjected to it had been bred upun^ 
d« very di&r«it feelings. They had sat 
in ifaiet under their vine and under their 
6g*tr^ef and a call to battle involved a 
change of life as new as it was dlnagree* 
able. Such of them, also, who lived near 
unto the Highlands, were in continual and 
disadvantageous contact with the restless 
inhabitants of those mountains, by ^hom 
tfaek cattie were drivoi off, their dwellings 
plundered, and their persons insult^ed, and 
^ho had acquired over them that sort of 
SQperiority arising from a constant system 
of aggression* The Lowlanders, who lay 
more remote and out of reach of those de« 
predations, were influenced by the exag- 
gerated reports circulated concerning the 
Highlanders, whom, as totally difiering in 
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laws, language, ^nd dress, they were m^- 
duced to regard as a^ nation of savages,, 
equally void of fear and of hius^anity. . 
These various prepossessions, joined tO; 
the less warlike habits of the Lowlands, 
ersv and their imperfect knowledge of the: 
new and complicated system of discipline^ 
for which they had exclianged their m^ti^i 
ral mode of fighting, placed^them. at greati 
disadvantage when opposed to the High^ • 
lander in the field of battle. The moun.-. 
taineers, on the contrary, with tiie .arms, 
and courage of their fathers, possessed also, 
their simple and natural system of tactics,, 
and bore down with tlie fullest confidence' 
upon an enemy, to whom anything they, 
had been taught of discipline .was, like- 
Saul's armour upon David, a hinderance^ 
rather than an help, " because they had. 
not proved it" 

It was with such disadvantages on the 
one side, and such advantages on the otlicp 
to cGunterbalance the difference of suge^ 
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rior numbers and the presence of artil- 
lery and cavalry, that Montrose encoun- 
tered'the army of Lord Elcho upon the 
field of Tipperinuir. The presbyterian 
clergy had not been wanting hi their ef- 
forts to iTKwe the spirit of their followers ; 
and one df them, who harangued the troops 
on tlie very day of battle, hesitated not ta 
say, that even God spoke by his mouthy 
and he promised them, in his name, that 
day* a great and assured victory. The ca- 
valry and artillery were also reckoned sure 
warrants of success, as the novelty of their 
attack had upon former occasions been very 
discouraging to Highlanders. The place of 
meeting ^as an open heath, and the ground 
aflbrded little advantage to either party^ 
except tliat it allowed the horse of the Co- 
venanters to act with effect. 

A battle, upon which *so much depend* 
ed, was never more easily decided. The 
I^owland cavalry made the appearance of 
changing j but, whether throw^n into disor- 
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der by the iire of cauiiketiy, or deterred by 
a disaffection to the service said to have 
prevailed among the gentlemen, they ma4e 
no impression whatever, and recoiled in 
disorder from ranks which had neUh^ 
bayonets nor pikes to protect theio« Mont- 
rose saw, and instantly availed himself of 
this * advantage. He ordered hia whoi« 
army to charge, whidi they performed with 
the wild and desperate valour peculiar to 
the Highlanders. One officer of th^e Cove- 
nanters^ alone, trained in the Italian. war«« 
made a desperate defence upon the r^;i^t 
wing. In every othar point their line was 
penetrated at the first onset ; and this adr 
vantage once obtained, the Lowlaaders 
were utterly unable to contend at close 
quarters with their m<Mre agile and athletic 
enemies. Many were slain on the field, 
and such a number in the pursuit, that 
above one-third of the Covenanters were 
reported to have fallen, in which number, 
however, must be computed a great many 
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£it burgesses who broke their wind in the 
jBtght» and tbiis diad without stroke of 
swofd.* 

The victors obtained possession of Perth, 
and obtained considerable suizis of money, 
as well as ample supplies of arms aijui^am- 
mumlion. But these advantages were to 
be balanced against an almost insurmount- 
able inooDvanience that uniformly attended 
a Higklaiid army. The clans could be in no 
respect induced to Qoosider themselves as 
regular soldiers, or to act as such £ven so 
late Its the year 1745-^, when the Chevalier 
Charles Edward, by way of making an ex« 
ample, caused shoot a soldier for desertion, 
the Highlanders, who composed his army, 
ivei*e affected as mutch by indignation as by 
fear. They could not conceive any prifl- 



♦ We chuse to quote our authority for a fact so 
singular : — " A great many burgesses ivere killed— 
twenty.five householders in St Andrews— many were 
bursten in the flight, and died without stroke."— 5e€ 
Baillie's Xe/fer*, w/. //. page 92. 
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cfple of justice upon which a man*s^ life- 
could be taken, for merely going home 
when it did not suit him to remain longer 
with the army. Such had^ been the uiii-* 
form practice of their fathers. When *» 
battle was over, tfie campaign was, in their* 
opinion, ended ; if it was lost,, they sought 
safety in their mountains— -if won, they re- 
turned there to secure their b6oty. At. 
other seasons they had their cattle to look- 
af?er, their harvests to sow or reap, witb- 
out wbfch' their faraih'es would have pe^ 
rished for want. lii, either case, thcre^ 
was an end of tfreir services for the time y 
and though they were easily- enough re-^ 
called by tl)e prospect- of fresh adven- 
tures and more plunder, yet the opportu^^ 
nity of success was, in the meantime, losty 
and could not afterwards be recovered. 
This circumstance serves to shiew, even if 
history had not macfe us acquainted "^wfth 
the same fact, that the Hijghlauders^ had 
never been accustomed to make war viih 
the view of permanent conquest, but onlji 
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with, the hope of deriving temporary ad*, 
vantage. It also explains the reason why 
Montrose, with aU his splendid successest 
never ohtai^ied aay aecure or permanent 
footing in the Low Countries, and why 
even ihose Lowland noblemenand gentle* 
men who were inclined to the royal cause 
shewed drtfidence and reluctance to join an 
arnxy of a character so desultory and irre- 
gular, as i»ight lead the:n at all times to 
apprehend that the Highlanders, securing 
themselves by a retreat to their oiountains, 
would leave whatever Lowlanders might 
have joioed tliem to the rowcy o^' an of- 
fended and predominant enemy. The same 
consideration will serve to account for the 
sudden marches which Montrose was ob- 
liged to undertake, in order to recruit his 
army in the mountains, and for the rapid 
clian^es of fortune, by which we often find 
him obliged to retreat from before thosij 
enemies over whom he liad recently been 
victorious. If there*^ should be any who 
read these tales for any further purpose 
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tban that of immediate amusement, they 
will find these remarks not unworthy of 
thek recidlectioii. 

It was awing to such causes, the slack- 
ness of the Lowland loyalists and the tem- 
porary desertion of his Highland followers, 
that Montrose found himself, even after the 
decisive victory of Tippermuir, in no con- 
dition to face the second army .with which 
Argyle advanced upon him from the west- 
ward. In this emergency, supplying by 
velocity the want of strength, he moved 
suddenly fr<Hn Perth to Dundee, and being 
refused reception into that town, fell north- 
ward upon Aberdeen, where he expected 
ta be joined by the Gordons and other 
loyalists. But the zead of these gentlemen 
was^ for the time, effectually bridled by a 
large body of Covenanters, commanded by 
the Lord Burleigh, and supposed to amount 
to three thousand men. These Montrose 
boldly attacked with half their number. 
The battle was fought under the walls of 
the city, and th^ resolute valour of Mont- 
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loose's fblloweirs was again successfbl against 
every disadvantage. 

But it was the fate of this great €om« 
mander always to gain the glory, but seU 
dbm the fruits of victory. He had scarce- 
ly time to repose his small army in Aber- 
deen ere he found, on the one hand, that 
the 'Gordons we're likely to be deterred 
from joining him, by the reasons we have 
mentioned, with some others peicuiiar to 
their chief, the Marquis of Huntty. On 
the other hand» Argyle, whoie fi)rces had 
been augmented by those of tev^ral Low- 
land noblemen, advanced towards Montrose 
at the head of an army much larger than 
he had yet had to cope with. These troops 
moved, indeed, with slowness, correspond- 
ing to the cautious character of their com- 
mander; but that very caution rendered 
Argyle*s approach formidable, since his 
very advance implied, that he was at the 
head of an army irresistibly superior. 

There remained one mode of retreat open 
to Montrose, and he adopted it. He threw 
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kimselfinto the Highlands* wbjere h^ couM 
set pursuit at defiaRCCi ani^ wb?^e he wa^ 
sure, in every glen, tft rwover those re- 
cruits "i^^ho had left his stiindard tQ deposit 
their booty in their native fastneascia^ It 
was thus that the singular character pf 4be 
army which Montra^e ccnnmanded, while,, 
on the one hand, it rendered h|9 viQtorj/t 
in some degree nugatory^ enabled him, joi^ 
the other, under the mostdi^dvant^^oas 
circun)8tances, to secure his retreat, recruit 
his forces, and render himself more formir 
dable than ever to the eueaiy before whom 
he had lately been unable to mcdce a stand; 
Upon the present occa$ion be threw him-* 
self into Badenoch, and rapidly travendng 
that district, as well as the neighbouring 
country of AthoU, he alarmed tl>e Cove- 
nanters by successive attacks upon variqus 
unexpected points, and spread such gene- 
ral dismay, that repeated orders were.di^ 
patched by the Parliament to Argyle, their 
commander, to. engage and disperse Mpn* 
tix)se at all rates*. 
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t^ommands from his superiors 
ncifhef suited thehauglity spirit, nor the 
temporising and cautious policy, of the no- 
•Weinatt'to whom they were addressed. He 
paid, abcordihgly, no regard to them, but 
Kinitea his Efforts to intrigues among Mon- 
trtw^i few C^owland followers, many of 
wBotifi had become 'disgusted with the pro- 
spect of a'flighfantt campaign, which ex- 
pdscid their persons to intolerable fatigue, 
arid left their estates at the Covenanters* 
m^rcjr. Accordingly, several of them left 
Ifdiitrosb's camp at this period. He was 
joined, however, by a body of forces of 
more congenial spirit, and far better adapt- 
ed to the situation in which he found him- 
self. This reinforcenaent consisted of a 
large body of Highlanders, whom Colkit- 
to, dispatched for that purpose, had levied 
in Argyleshire. Among the most distin- 
guished was John of Moidart, called the 
Captain of Clan Ranald, with the Sleuarts 
of Alpin, the Clan Gregor, the Clan M*- 
Nab, and other tribes of inferior distinc- 
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tioD. By these means, Montrose's armj was 
so formidably increased, that Argyle cared 
no longer to remain in the command of 
that opposed to him, but returned to Edin- 
burgb^ and there threw up his commis- 
sion, under pretence that his army was not 
supplied with retnforcemente and provi* 
sions in the manner in which they ought 
to have been. From thence the Marquis 
returned to Inverara, there, in full security, 
to govern his feudal vassals, and patriarchal 
followers, and to repose himself in safety 
on the faith of the Claii proverb already 
quoted—** It is a far cry to Lochow.*' 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

Such mountains steep, such cra^y hills 

His ar.iiy on one side inclos^; 
The other side, great griesly gills 

Did fence with fenny mire and moss* 

Which, when the Earl understood. 

He council craved of captains all. 
Who bade set forth with mournful moodj 

And take such fortune as 'would fail* 

Fiodden Field, an Ancient Foenu 

MoNTUOS£ had now a splendid career 
before him, provided he could obtain the 
consent of his gallant, but desultory troops, 
and their independant chieftains. The 
Low Countries lay open before him with- 
out an army adequate to check his career, 
for Argyle's followers had left the Cove- 
nanters' host, when their master threw up 
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his commission ; and maoy other troops, ti- 
red of the war« liad taken the same oppor- 
tunity to disband themselves. By descend- 
ing Strath-Tay, therefore, one of the most 
convenient passes from the Highlands, 
Montrose had only to present himself in 
the Low Countries, in order to rouse the 
slumbering spirit of chivalry and of loyal- 
ty which animated the gentlemen to the 
north of the Fortlu The possession of these 
countries, with or without a victory, would 
put him in possession of a weajthy and fer- 
tile part of the. kingdom, would enable 
him, by regular pay, to place his army on a 
more permanent footing, to penetrate as 
far as the capital, perhaps from thence to 
the Border, where he deemed it possible to 
communicate with the yet unsubdued forces 
of King Charles. 

Such was the plan of operations by which 
the truest glory was to be acquired, atid 
the most important success iusured for the 
royal cause. Accordingly it did not escape! 
the ambitious and daring spirit of him| 
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whose services had already acquired him 
the titl^ of the Great Marquis. But other, 
motives actuated many of his foUowersi and 
perhaps w^re not without their secret and 
unacknowledged influence in his own bo- 
som. 

The western Chiefs in Montrose's army, 
almost to a man, regarded the Marquis of 
Argyle as the most direct jsmd proper object 
of hostilities. Almost all of them had felt 
his power ; almost all, in withdrawing theii 
fencible men from their own glens, left their 
families and property ^posed to his ven- 
gence ; all^ without exception, were desi- 
rous of diminishing his sovereignty ; and 
most of them lay so near his territories, 
that they might reasonably hope to be gra-^ 
tified by a share c^ his spoil. To these 
Chiefs the possession of Inverara and its 
<^tle was BXi event infinitely more impor* 
jtant and desirable than the capture of Edin* 
burgh. The latter event could only afford 
th^ clansaieaa IK^etransttorjr pf^^r plun- 

VOL. IY« 8 
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der ; the former insured to the Chiefs them- 
selves indemrjity for the past, and security 
for the future. Besides these personal tea* 
sons, the leaders, who favoured this ojHTsiottf 
plausibly urged, that though, at bis ibt 
descent into the Low Country, MontrOflC 
might be superior to the enemy, ^ct every 
dav's march he made from the hills must & 
minish his own forces, and expose fais^ to 
the accumulated superiority of an ttmj 
^hich the Covenanters could collect ftotti 
the Lowland levies and garrisons. On tte 
other hand, by crushing Argyle efiefctuaWy, 
he would not only permit his pre^sefit U*»- 
tern friends to bring out that pfo^fciW 
.of their forced which they ' must i9Aef*i9ft 
Icav^e at home fldr protection of their fttti- 
Kes ; but furthesr, he would dfcaw to hii 
staitdttfd iseveral trfbes alreiad^^ fn6i<dfy to 
hi^ cause, but who were prevfeflted from 
joining him by feat of M^Callum Mwe. 

ihese toguments ibund something f*- 
sponsive in Montrose's own bo&om, 'fi^ 
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• 

quite- coofioaant with the gentral hefoisin 
fif his icharacter* The housesi of Argylei 
wd Mofttroge bad been, in former times, 
f qpieatedly opposed to each other in war 
m4 in pditics^ and the superior advan* 
tag#a acquired by the former, bad made 
thy^th^ subject of envy and dislike to the 
ueighteuring family, who, conscious of 
fqiwl d^seKti bad not been so richly re- 
yrardec}^ This ww not all. The existing 
beMs of thtese rival fiimilies had stood in the 
ipMost oaarked opposition to each other since 
the QpmiMBcemeAtof the present troubles. 
Hontrote, QOtt^ckwfi of the superiority of 
his talentSi ^3d of haying rendered great- 
9^vice to the Covenanters at the begins 
^1^ Q^ the wafi had expected from that 
foi^ty il|e 9Mperemtneiice of oMucii and 
^IMSoffnd, Fhich they judged it safer to 
fotcust to the more rlimiled &culties, and 
moire f^teqisive power, of Us rival Au 
^le. The having, it wanted lihis prefecence^ 
was jon Injujpy wfaipb Moatime Jiearer rfbr« 
l^ve the Cov.eAaatei:8 ; and he was still less 
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likely to extend his pardon to Argyle, to 
wfaom he had been postponed. He way 
therefore stimulated by every feeling of 
hatred which could animate a fiery temper 
in a fierce age to seek for revenge upon 
the enemy of his house and person ; and it 
is probable that these private motives ope^ 
rated not a little on his mindt when hey 
found the principal part of his foUowerf 
determined rather to undertake an ezpe* 
dition against the territories of Argyle, 
than to take the far more decisive step ^ 
desciending at once into the Lowlands. 

Yet whatever temptation Montrose found 
to carry into effect his attack upon Argyle* 
shire, he could fiot easily bring himself t0 
renounce the splendid atchievement of a 

• 

descent upon the Low Country. He held 
more than one council with the principal 
Chiefi, combatingy perhaps, his own secret 
inclination as well as theirs. He laid bei^ 
fore them the extreme difficulty of marching 
even a H^hlaod army from the eastward 
into ArgyiesUre, through paasdi scareeljr 
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praciicfitble &r ahepherda and dea^-stalkers, 
smcl ovet mimntaias with which even the 
dans lying nearest to tliem did not pretend 
to be tiiorougbly aoquainted. These diffii 
eulties were greatly enhaiieed by the season 
€»f tk^ yetf > which was now advancing toi 
wards the begintiing of Deceipober, when the 
motuotain- passes, in tkeoiselves so dtiScultj 
laightbe expected to be rendered utterly im« 
passable by snow storms. Th^d objections 
neili^r satisfied nor silenced the Chiefs, 
who stilL insisted upon their ancient mode 
of making war, by driving tke icattle, which, 
according to tke Gaelic phrase, ^< fed upon 
the grass of their enemy." The eonncil was 
dismissed late at night, aiid wi^out coming 
to any decision, excepttfig that the Chi^^ 
who supported the opinion that Argyle 
sbqold be invaded, promised to seek out 
among their followers those who might b& 
im>st capable o£ uodeHaking the office of 
gMides upon the expedition. 

Montrose had retired to ^. cabin which 
8$rire4 iiio^ for « tent^ imd tftretohed faimieif 
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DpoB a bed of dry ftro, the only pltoe of 
jepoip which it aibfdedw But he ccmrMd 
sleep in wmn^ fw the vtoeiis of anibiti^o 
excluded those of Morpheus. In one itic^ 
ment he ioiagittvd himself disphrying the 
royal baoaer firom the re^oooquered oMtl6 
of Edinburgh, detaching assistaoce l& H 
monarch whose crown depended ttpim his 
(ucoessy and receiving in requital all the adt 
vantages and preferments which omild b« 
heaped upon him whom a king deHshtoA 
to honour. At another titna tkia drekiffiF,. 
splendid as it was, faded before the viBurit 
of gratified vengeaace» and pertonal trk 
umph over a personal enemy. To siti^ 
prite Aigyle in faia strong^hotd of Ifive* 
^ara-<-to crush in him at once the rival of 
his own house and the chief support of tht 
Presbytcrians-^-to shew the Covenanters tiie 
diiBbrenoe between the preferred Argute 
and Ike postponed Montrose, was a piciuM 
too flattering to feudal vengeance td be 

fly rdiiiquished. 

Whfle be lay thus busied with eontradio^ 



tmy tboughts ftod fifioUogt^ the soldter wIk> 

sfaMd cefttin^L i^oQ )i» quarters aonqunced 

to tlie HwqiiiSy that two persons desired to 

qpoak with his fixceUencyi 

. <' Tbdr muues^?'' answered Motitrose, 

<^ iod the cauee of their urgency at such a 

tiwe?^ 

On those poistSi the ceittiiiel, who was 
cme of Colfcitto*s Iriiriittient coskl afford 
his genersl little inforoiation ; so that 
Montifose, who at such a period durst re* 
&se access to.no one, lest he might have 
hem neglecting some important intelli* 
gence* gave directions, as a necessary pre^ 
caution, to put the guard under arms, and 
then prepared to receive them. His groom 
of Uie chambers bad scarce lighted a pair 
of torches, and Montrdse himself had scarce 
risen from his couch, when two men enter* 
ed, one wearing a Lowland dress, of shamoy 
leather worn almost to tatters } the other, 
a taU upright oM Highlander, of a com* 
plexton which might be termed iron grey, 
waift^d and worn by firost and tempest* 
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I 

<< What ouv^ be yonrcowunfttidi with lue, 
sny jfriends ?* said the Marqists^ hit teittd al' 
most uncoraeiously seeking the butt af one 
of bis pistols ; for the period^ as well as ti» 
time of nighty warranted snspieidfis whidi 
the good mien of hia viaitora was not by 
any means calculated to remove. 
. ^^ I {M-ay leave? to congratttbte you/' said 
the I^owhmder^ <^ my most noble Graeraiy 
and Bight Honourable Lord, upon liie 
gre^t battles whichyou have atcbiev^ sin<!e 
I had the £prtttoe to be detached from yon. 
It was a pretty a&ir that tuilrie at Tipper* 
muir ; nevertheless if I might be permitted 
to. couDser ■ I < 

<* Befoie doing so/' said the Marquis^ 
<* will, you be pleased to let me know, wbb 
is so kind as to iavour me with his opinion^** 

« Truly, my lord," replied the JDan» ** 1 
should have hoped that was unnecessary^ 
s^emg it is not so long since I took on in 
y(^f service,, under promise of a cominis-^ 
sio& aa Miajor^ with half a dollar of daily 
psu^ iimd half a dollar of arrears ; ai^d I am 
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» 

tck tnttt jom bl^bhip han not fb/gotteri fny^ 
pay as wdl b» my person ?*' 
; " My good f jriend^ Major Dalgetty ,'* 
said Montrose, who by this time perfectly 
recidlected his man, *' yon must consider 
what important things have happened to 
put my frtends': &ces out of .my memory^', 
besides this impeffectlight j but all cpndi- 
tiona &haM be kept. And what news from 
i\^g^ieshirey my good Major? UTe have long , 
giren you up for lost, and I was now pre-^^ 
pwiog, to Uke the most signal vengeance 
upon the ^Id fox who infringed the law oS 
arms in your person/' 

^y Truly, my noble lord," sud Daigetty, 
*< I have no desire that my f return shcndd 
put i^y stop to so proper >aad beeoming an 
ioterMioii ; verilyi it is in no shape in tbei 
Earl of ArgjFle's favour or mercy that I now 
stand befoM you, and. I shall be no interces. 
sor for him«--:*Butmy escape is, under hea^ 
iFeStapd the en^cellent dexterity which, as ui 
^Id and acc9m|dii$hed cavalier^ I displayed 
in effecting th^sam^--^I say^undn Aaaei lt& 
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k owing to the Mwtence of dm old High. 
lander, whom I timUire to reoommend to 
your lofd^ip's special favour* as the im- 
stttimeut oi mrirang your Jordahip^s to com- 
mdhd, Dugttld Dd^etty of Drumthiracket'* 

*^ A thsDk^iWHlhy service/' said the Mar* 
quis, gravely, ^< which shall certamly h$ 
^requtted in the manner it doterv ea'* 

^ Kneel down^ahald/' Mid Major DaU 
getty» (as we mu^ bow call himi) ^ toutel 
down^ and kiss his £xcelleacy*8 haml.'' 

The prescribed foror of atefcfto wledgaMUt 
ikot being accordii^ to the custoitt of Ra- 
nald's country^ he contented hiasadf with 
folding his anas on his bosom and making 
i low ineiination of his head. 

<< Thb poor aian^ my lord,** siiki Ms^w 
BaIgetty,eontinutBghis speech wit^ a g^eat 
air of protection towatds Badald MaoEagfa, 
<« has strained all bis slender means to de- 
fend my person, fimn mme enemies, sir 
timngh having no better weafKHii of a W^ 
sile sort ihan^ bows and arrowsy whilfc J^oiir 
hoirddiip will hantty' belmee*"^ 



' ** You will see a^reat many such wea- 
pons ill my cathp,** said Montros^ "and we 
ifbd tliettt seiirice^ble.'' 

** Serviceable, my Idrd !*' said Dalgetty ; 
••I if ttst your loi'dship will permit me to be 
surprised— bows and arrows! — I trust you 
Wll forgive my recommending the substi- 
tution of ihuskets, the first convenient op- 
portunity. But besides defending die, this 
bbi^est Highlander also was at the pains of 
curing me, in respect that 1 had got a 
ttfUch df the wafs in my retreat, which me- 
rits my best requital in this special ihtrd- 
dticlibh of him to your Iordship*s notice and 
pr&teiition.** 

** What is your name, my friend ?** said 
Montrose, turning to the Highlander. 

-•« It may not be Spoken/* answered the 
AiDUntaineer. 

'•* iliat is to say,** interpreted Major Dal- 
getty, «' he desires to have his name conceal- 
ed; )n respect he hath in former days taken 
a '6'a^tle, sfain dertaiil children, and done 
dther things, whilk, as your good lordship 
knows, are often practised in war time, but 



excite no bemvotenoe towiMnds the peipe» 
trator in the frieods of tkoie who siistftia 
injury. I have known» in my miUtacy ex* 
perience, many Inraye. cavaliors put to death 
by the boors^ simply for using militaigr li^ 
cense upon the^peasants." 
^ << I understand/' md MoqItok: ^* Ttua 
person is at feud with some of our follo^r* 
ers. Let him retire to the court of guard, 
and we will think of the best mdde of pf<K 
tectiing him." 

** You hear» Ranald/' said Major DA- 
getty, with an air of superiority, ^^ bis.EsD- 
Qellency wi^j^s to bold privy council wiidbi 
me, you must go to the court of guard*-^ 
He does not kncfw where that is, poor fel- 
low !-7»he is a yoiiog soldier for ao oid. a 
man ; I will put him under the chai|pe of 
a centinely and return to your lordsbip. 
incontinent" He did so^ and returi^ed ao- 
cordingly. 

Montro^'s$fl^eaq^ryrejqpe€i6d tlM^ 
bassy to Inv«fjiipf m4 he li^^td wi^Mfat- 
*i«*« *», J^^ notwifchsUnd- 
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kg th^i pK^Ii^jr of tlie Major^s narra* 
tive. It required an effort from the Mar* 
fitis to maiotain his attention ; bat no one 
better knew, that where iikformation is to* 
be derived firom the retpott of rach agents 
93 Dalgetty,. it can' only be obtained by 
Stirring thedi to tell their story in their 
own way. Accordingly his patience was 
at leng,th rewarded/ Among other spoils* 
which tlie Captain thought himself at \u 
berty to take, was a packet of Argyle's 
private papers. These he consigned, to the 
hands of his general ; a humour of account* 
i|jgv bqwcvcr, which went no &rther, for 
} do not understand that he made any men- 
tion of the purse of goM which he had 
appropiriated at the same time that he made 
Hei^nre of the papers aforesaid. Snatching 
9l torch ftom the wall/ Montrose was ita an 
iMtant deeply engaged in the perusal of 
these documents, in which it is probable he 
humd • something to abinuite his personal 
resentment i^itt^ his rival Argyle. 
^ Dfoes be not' ftar me?* said he} ««i1msIi 
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h€ shall feel mc. Will he ^ my castl6 of 
Murdoch !*^Itiverara shall nhe the tttit 
8ii>oke.-**0 for a guide through the skirts 
of Strath Ffflan !•* ^ ^" 

Whatever might be D^lgetty's j^ftohal 
eo<)cett| he understood his business SuM< 
ciently to guc$ss at Montf ose^s meaning. If^ 
instantly interruptetl his own prolix nat^rk- 
ti&B of the skirmish which h^ taken place/ 
aiid the wound he bad received In hit ft-' 
tr^at, and began to speak to the point whicU* 
be Hiw interested his general* 

** If," said he, " your Excellency wished' 
to make an infall into Argyleshire, tbis 
poor man, Ranald, of whom I toM you^ to- ' 
gether with his children and cotbpaniohs^ ' 
know every ps»8 itito that laiidj both lekH* 
ing from like east and from the north.'* 

•• Indeed !^ said Montrose ; " what rfet- 
son have you to bejieve tkm knowledge sc^ 
extensive ?* 
. '' So please your Exd^Uaiey^'* ftnswcMNI 

I^g^tty, ^ during the weeka tllM I p^ 

« 

iMMied with tlijsiti ibr cuite mf Itty #otiAd» 



tiiey were tepe^edly obltged to shift their 
quarters, in respect of Argyle's repeated 
attempts to repossess himself of the persoo 
of^n officer who was honoured with your 
Excellency's cmifidence ; so that I had oc- 
casion to admire the singular dexterity and 
knowledge of the face of the country with 
which they alternately atchieved their re- 
treat and their advance; and when, at 
lefigtht I was able to repair to your Excel- 
Wncy's standard, this honest creature, Ra* 
mM MacEagb, guided me by paths which 
ifty steed Gustavus, (which your lordship 
jday remember,) trode with perfect safety, 
to that I aai^ to myself, that where guides, 
^ies, tit intelligencers, were required^ in a 
Highland campaiignin that western country, 
more expert personallMn he and bis lattertd- 
^ts could not possibly be desired.'* 

V •* And can yo|i «nswer for his fidelity?' 
said Montrose; ^Vwhat is his name and 
c^dftion i"" 

. ^ He 18 an outlaw, and robber by pro* 
fo i p f ly ,* inswered Dalgetty; «« and by 



name, called Ranald M^c£agb ; whiUc ^gt 
liifies, Ranald, the Son of the Mist." 
^< I should remember something of that, 
name/' said Montrose, pausing f <^ Did not 
these Children of the Mist perpetrate some 
act of cruelty upon the M*Aulays ?" — 

Major Dalgetty mentioned the circum-f 
stance of the murder of the forester, and 
Montrose's active memory at once recalled^ 
all the circumstances of the feud. 

<< It ia most unlucky/' said Montrose^- 
<< this inexpiable quarrel between theae men 
and the M'AuIays. Allan has borne him* 
self bravely in these wars, and .poss^ssea^ . 
by the wild mystery of bis behavrpur and 
language, so much influence over the minda 
of his countrymen, tl^t the consequences 
of disobliging him mjgbj^ be serious. At 
the same time, these men beinig so c^ap^^te. 
of rendering useful sep^^fqe^ and beii^, aa 
you say. Major Dalgettyi, jirfectly trctsW 
worthy "* 

'< I will impledge my pay:«nd aiirears^ 
my hoj:;3e and arms,, my head and^ lictcky. 
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Upon thtir fideli^/' said the Major ; «< and 
your Excellency knows, that a soldado could 
say no more for his own father,** 

*• True," said Montrose j " but as this 
is a matter of particular moment, I would 
wiliisgly know the grounds of so positive 
air assurance.'* 

V Concisely then, my lord," said the Ma- 
jor, •♦ not only did tiiey disdain to profit by 
a handsome reward which Argyle did me 
the honour to place upon this poor head of 
mine, and not only did they abstain from 
pilltiging my personal property, whilk was 
to an amount that would have tempted re 
gular soldiers in any service of Europe $ 
and not only did they restore me my horse^ 
:whilk your excellency knows to be of value; 
but I could not prevail on them io accept 
one stiver, doit, or maravedi, for the trou«« 
hl& and expences of my sick bed. They 
actually refused my coined money when 
freely offered,«~a tale seldom to be told in 
^ Christian land."* 
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«< I admiu" swl Montrose, after a ma^ 
meat's refleatk>n« *' that their conduct to» 
wards you is good eWdeooe of their fide^* 
Uty ; but bow to secure against the break- 
ing out of thia feud»^' He paitfiedi and then 
suddenly added, << I had forgot I have ti^ 
while youy Major, have been traveUiag by 
moonlight 

He called to his attendants to fetch a 
stoup of wine and some refreshments. Ma* 
jor Dalgetty, who had the appetite of a 
fiSO^Iescent returned fcom HigUand (^t^ 
ters, needed not any pressing to partake of 
what was set before him, but proceeded to 
dispatch bis food with such alacrity, that 
the Marquis, filling a cup of wine, and 
drinking to his health, could not help re^ 
marking, that coarse as the provisions of 
his camp were^ he was afraid Major Dal> 
getty had fared much worse dtiring his eat* 
eursion into Argyleshire« 
. / ** Your Excellency may take ymir corpo* 
ral oath upon that," said the worthy MajcMr^ 
speaking with his mouth full} ** for the 



A LS6BK0 OF MONTftOSK* 187 

vinds that the Children of the Mist proeu* 
red for me, poor helpless crentures as they 
were, were so uorefreshful to my body, that 
when indo^^ : in my arnioor^ whilk J was 
fain to leave behind me for expeditioit 
sake, I rattled therein like the shfivelled 
kernel in a nut that hath been kept on to 
a second Hallowe'en.*' 

*^ You must take the due meant to repair 
theie losses^ Major Dalgetty*** 

*< In troth,** answered the soldier^ ^ I 

shiA hMdIy be abk to eoihpass diai^ iinlesa 
my arrears are to be exchanged for present 
piy ; ifor I prbtest to yoUr Excellency, that 
the three stone weight which I have loit 
were simply raised upon the regular ac« 
countings of the States of HolUtod* * 

^ In that case/* said the Marqui% ^ you 
are only reduced to good marchinjg order; 
At for the payi let us otice fiave victdry^^ 
victory* Major, and your wishes, aOd all 
Qur wishes, sindl be amply fulfill^, Mestn- 
time help yourself to another cup of wine.*! 
. M To yoiir Excellency *a beak V' ^aad the 
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Major, filling a cup to the brfra, to shew 
the zeal with which he drank the toast, 
•* and victory over all your enemies, and 
particularly over Argyle. I hope to pull 
another handful from his beard myself — 
I have had one pluck at italready." 

" Very true,^ answered Montrose j ** bat 
to return to these men of the Mist. You un- 
derstand, Dalgetty, that their presence here, 
and the purpose for which we employ them^ 
is a secret between you and me«^ 
* Delighted, asf Montrose had aiiticipated, 
with this mark of his general's confidence, 
the Major laid his hand upon his nose, apd 
nodded intelligenee. 

" How many may there be of Ranald's 
followers }?^ continued the Marquis. 
. M They are reduced, so far as I know, 
to some eight or ten men," answered Ma- 
jar Dalgetty, ** and a few women and chil- 
dren*'* 

r 

•* Where are they now ?" demanded Mon- 
trose* 
<* In a valley, at three miles distance^ an» 
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swercd the soldier^^^ awaiting your ExceU 
lency's command; I judged it not fit to 
bring them to your leaguer withoi;it your 
Excellency's orders.'' 

<« You judged very well," said Montrose; 
«« it would be proper that they remain 
where they are» or seek some more^distant 
place of refuge. I will send them money, 
though it is a scarce article with me at pre- 
sent." 

^^ It is quite unnecessary,'' said Majctf 
Dalgetty ; *< your Excellency has only 
hint that the M^Aulays are going in that 
direction, and my friends of the Mist will 
instantly make volte-face, ^nd go to the 
right about.'* 

<* That were scarce courteous," said the 
Marquis. <* Better send them a few dollars 
to purchase them some cattle for the sup- 
port of the women and children." 

^ They know hoW to come by their c<t. 
tie at a far chei^er rate^** said the MajorV 
^ but let it be as your Excellency wills." 

<« I^et Ranald MacEagh," said Montros«, 
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e select one or two of his fotiowers, men 
whom be can ira$t, and who arc capable of 
keeping their own secret ; these shall sevv« 
for our guides. Let them be at my tent to- 
Hiorrow at day- break, and seOi if pomble^ 
that they neitiiier guess my purpose, nor 
hold any communication with each other ia 
private*-*-Xhis cdd man, has he any chil^ 
dren f ' 

" They have been killed or hanged,"^ 
said the CapMtn, ^ to t^he min^r of a 
round dozen, as I faelieve-^but he bath 
left one child« a smart and hopeful youl^ 
whom I have noted to be never w^hont a 
pebble m his plaid nook, to iling at wfaosok 
ever might come in his way, being a sym-^ 
bol, that, Uke David, who was accustomed 
to din^ smooth ston^ taken from the 
brook, be may afterwards prove WL adven- 
turous warrkjr." 

" That boy^ Major Dalgett^i" said the 
Hair^uis, ** I will bafvie to attend upon ^ 
own pers^a* I presume he will ham seioe 
enough to keep his naas^ seci^.^' 
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^ Your BxceMency nreed not fear tiiat,'* 
tnaweWd Dalgetty ; *^ these Highland imiid, 

frotii tlire mottrfeiit they chip the shell* ; 

' «* Well,* replied Montrose, i« that boy 
•hall be pledge for the fiddity of his fa-^ 
ther, and if he proves faithful, the Child's 
preferment shall be his reward. — And noiie. 
Major Dalgetty, I will licence your depar* 
ture for the night; to-morrow you will intro- 
duce this MacEagb, under any name or 
character he may please to assume. I pre- 
sume his profession has rendered him suffi- 
ciently expert in all sort of disguises j or 
we may admit John of Moydart into our 
schemes, who has sense, practicability, and 
intelligence, and will allow this man for a 
time to be disguised as one of his followers. 
Far you, Major, my groom of the cham- 
bers will be your quarter- master for this 
evening." 

Major Dalgetty took his leave with a 
joyful heart, greatly elated with the recep- 
tion he had met with, and much pleased 
ivith the personal manners of his new gene* 
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^raiy which, as he explained at great length 
to Ranald MacEagh, reminded him in many 
respects of the demeanour of the immortal 
Gustavus Ado^husy the Lion of the North, 
aad Bulwark of the FrOteiitant Faith« 
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CHAPTER IX. 



The march U^piif in militarjr f tatc. 
And nations on bis eyes suspended wait; 
9t%rn famine guards the solitary coast, 
Aad winter barricadet the tealos of frost ; 
He come8^*-nor want» nor cold, bis course delay."—** 

Vanity of Human Wishn. 

By tMreak of day, Montrose received in 
hi« cabin old MacEagh, and questioned 
him long and particularly as to the means 
of approaching the country of Argyle.. He 
made a note of his answers, which he com- 
pared with those of two of his followers, 
whom he introduced as the most prudent 
and experienced. He found them to cor- 
respond in all respects ; but, still unsatis* 
iied where precaution was so necessary, 
the Marquis compared the information he 

y6l. it t 
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had received with that he was able to col* 
lect from the Chiefs who lay most near to 
the destined scene of invasion, and being 
in all respects satisfied of its accuracy, he 
resolved to proceed in full reliance upoi^ 
it. 

In one point Montrose changed his mind» 
Having judged it unfit to take the boy Ken* 
neth into his own serviee. Jest, in case of 
his birth being discovered, it should be re- 
sented as an ofience by the numerous^ clans 
who entertained a feudal enmity to this de- 
voted family, he requested the Major to bdte 
him in attendance upon himself} and as be 
accompanied this request with a handsooae 
daufeur, under pretence of clothing and 
equipping the lad, this c^nge was agree- 
able to all parties. 

It was about breakfast-time, when Ma- 
jor, Dalgetty, being, dismissed by Mon-> 
trose, went in quest of his old acquaint- 
ances, ILord Menteith and the M^ Aulays, 
to whom he longed to communicate his 
own adventure?, as well as to learn from 



A^IXGJ&NX). OF liOMtmOSS. IftJI 

them the puriiciilars of the campaign. It 
r9^y ' be imagined he was received with 
g»at glee by inen to whom the late uni» 
formity of Iheir military life, had ^^endered 
a«^ change of society an iateresting novelty. 
Allan M< Aulay alone «eemed to recoil from 
his former acquaintance, although, when 
challenged by hi3 brother, he could render 
no other reason than 4i reluctance to be fa. 
miliar with one who had been so lately in 
the company of Argyle and other enemiesL 
M^or Dalgetty was a little alarmed by this 
sort.of instinetive consciousness which AU 
Ian seemed to entertain respecting the so- 
ciety he had been lately keeping ; he was 
soon satisfied, however, that the percep- 
tions of the seer in this particular were not 
infallible. 

.As Ranald MacEagh was to be placed 
uiider Misgor Dalgetty's protection and su- 
perintendance, it was necessary he should 
present him to those persons with whom 
he was most likely to associate. The dress 
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of the old man had, in the meanttnse, been 
changed from the tartan of his clan to a 
sort of clothing peculiar to the men of 
the distant Isles, resembling a waistcoat 
with sleeves, and a petticoat, all made in 
one piece. This dress was laced from top 
to bottom in front, and bore some resem- 
blance to that called a Polonaise, still worn 
by children in Scotland of the lower rank* 
The tartan hose and bonnet completed the 
dress, which old men of the last century re- 
membered well to have seen worn by the 
distant Islesmen who came to the Earl of 
Mar's standard in the year 1715. 

Major Dalgetty, keeping his eye on Al- 
lan as he spoke, iolroduced Ranald Mac- 
Eagh under the fictifious name of Ranald 
MacGillihuron in Benbecula, who had es- 
caped with him out of Argyle's prison. He 
recommended him as a person skilful- in 
the arts of the harper and the senachie, 
and by no means contemptible in the qua^ 
lity of a second-sighted person or seer. 
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While making this exposition. Major Dal- 
getty stammered and hesitated in a way so 
unlike the usual glib forwardness of his 
manner^ that he could not have failed to 
have given suspicion to Allan M*Aulay, 
had not that person's whole attention been 
engaged in steadily perusing the features of 
the person thus introduced to him. This 
steady gaze so much embarrassed Ranald 
MacEagh, that his hand was beginning to 
siak down towards his dagger, in expecta- 
tion of a sudden assault, when Allan M^Au- 
lay, suddenly crossing the floor of the 
hut, extended hi^ hand to him in the way 
of friendly greeting. They sat down side 
by side, and conversed in a low mysterious 
tone of voice, Menteith and Angufe M*A.u- 
lay were not surprised at this, for there pre- 
vailed among the Highlanders who pre- 
tended to the second-sight a sgrt of free- 
masonry, which generally induced them, 
upon meeting, to hold communication with 
each other on the nature and extent of 
their visionary experienees. 
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«* Does the sight come gloomy upon 
your spirit?^ said Allan to his new ac- 
quaintance, 

** As dark as the shadow upon the 
moon," replied Ranald, " when she is dark* 
ened in her mid^course in heaven, and 
prophets foretell of evil times." 

•« Come hither," said Allan, "come more 
this way, I would converse' with you apart ; 
for men say that in your distant islands the 
sight is poured forth with more clearness 
and power than upon us, who dwell near 
the Sassenach." 

While they were plunged into their mystic 
conference, the two English cavaliers en- 
tered the cabin in the highest possible spi- 
rits, and announced to Angus M^Auiay 
that orders had been issued that all shottld 
hold themselves in readiness for an imoie- 
diate march to the westward. Havio*; 
delivered themselves of their news with 
much glee, they paid their compliments to 
their old acquaintance Major Dalgetty, 
whom they instantly recognised,^ and in- 
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qnired after the health of his charger, Gus- 
tavusk 

«* I humbly thank you, gentlemen," an- 
swered the soldier,, " Gustavus is well, 
though, like his master, somewhat barer oa 
the ribs- than when you offered to relieve 
TOe of him at Darnlinvarach ; and let nie 
assure you, that before you have made one 
or twp of those marches which you seem to 
contemplate with so much satisfaction in 
prospect, you will leave, my good Knights, 
some of your English beef, and probably 
an-Btiglish horse or two behind you." 

Both exclaimed that they cared very lit- 
tle what they found or what they left, pro- 
vided the scene changed from dodging up 
and down Angus^ and Aberdeenshire, in 
pursuit of an enemy who would neither 
.fight nor run away. 

" If such be the case," said Angus M*- 
Aulay, ** I must give orders to my follow- 
ers, and make provision too for the safe 
conveyance of Annot Lyle ; for an advance 
into M^Callum More's^ country will be a 



SOO TALB8 OF If T LANDLOIUO. 

farther and fouler road than these pioks of 
Cumbrian Knighthood are aware of." So 
sayingi he lefl the cabin. 
•• Annot Lyle !** repeated Dalgetly, " j» 
she following the campaign f 

•* Surely," replied Sir Giles Musgrave, 
bis eye glancing slightly from Lord Men- 
teith to Allan M'Aulay ; " we could nei- 
ther march nor fight, advance nor re* 
treat, without the influence of the Princess 
of Harps/' 

** The Princess of Broad swords and Tar- 
gets, I say/' answered his companion } *<fbr 
the Lady of Montrose herself could not be 
more courteously waited upon ; she has four 
Highland maidetis, and as many biure- 
legged gillies, to wait upon her orders/' 

" And what would you Have, gentlemen ?* 
said Allan, turning suddenly from the High* 
lander with whom he was in conversation ^ 
«* would you yourselves have lefltan innocent 
female, the companion of your infancy, to 
die by violence, or perish by famine ? There 
is not, by this time, a roof upon the habi* 
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tattoo of my fathers*— our crops have been 
destroyed, and pur cattle have been driven^^ 
and you^gentlemen^have to bless God, that, 
coming from a milder and more civilhaed 
country^ you expose oniy your own Hv^s in 
this remcnrselesa war, without apprehension 
that your enemies will visit with their ven- 
grance the defenceless pledges you may 
have left behind you/* 

The Englishmen cordially agreed that 
they had the superiority in this respect $ and 
the company now dispersing, went each to 
his several charge or occupation. . 

Allan lingered a moment behind, still 
questioning the reluctant Eanald MacEagh 
upon a point in his supposed visions, by 
which he was greatly perplexed. '• Re- 
pcatedly/* he said, <* have I had the sight of 
aO^V^ho seemed to plunge his weapon 
Into the body of Menteith, — of that young 
nobleman in the scarlet laced doak^ who 
has just now left the bothy. But by no ef- 
fort, though I have gazed till my eyes were 

IS 
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utmost fixed in the sodcets,. can I discover 
ibeftce of this Highlander^ or even con* 
jecture who he may be, althoisgh his per- 
son and air seem ^miliar to me»? 
. ^* Have you reversed your own plaid T* 
said Ranald, ^* according to the rule of tbe 
experienced Seers in such cases ?^ 

/* I have," answered Allan, speaking low, 
and shuddering as if with internal agony « 

^* And in what guise did the: phantom 
then apprar to you ?" said Ranald. r 

<< With his plaid also reversed/' answ^er^ 
Allan, in the same low and convulsed tone. 

«« Then be assured/- said Ranald, " that 
your own hand, and none other, will do the 
deed of which you have witnessed the sha- 
dow/' 

'^^ So has my anxious, soul an hundred 
times surmised,'* replied Allan* m But it is 
impassible ! Were I to read the record in 
the eternal book of fate, I would declltre it 
impossible — we are bound by the ties of 
blood, and by an hundred ties more, inti- 
mate — we have stood side by side in battle, 

10 
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s&d our swords have reeked with- the blood 
of the same enemies — it is impossible I 
' ahould harm him !" 

«^That you WILL do so»" answered Ranald, 
^* is certain, though the cause be hid in the 
diirkness of futurity. You say,'* said he, 
suppressing his own emotions with difficul- 
ty, ^ that side by side you have pursued 
jrour prey like blood-hounds — have you 
never seen blood-hounds turn their fangs 
against each other, and fight over the body 
of a throttled deer ?" 

<< It is false," said M*Aulay, starting up ; 
^ these are not the forebodings of fate, but 
the temptation of some evil spirit from the 
bottomless pit !" So saying, he strode out 
of the cabin. 

*^ Thou hast it !" said the Soa of the 
Mist, looking after him with an air of ex- 
ultation } ^* the barbed arrow is in thy 
aide !r-Spirits of the slaughtered ! rejoice ! 
soon shall your murderers' swords be dyed 
in each others' blood." 

On the succeeding morning all was pre- 
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paredt and Montrose advanced by ra|Md 
marches up the riverXayt and poured im de- 
sultory forces into the romantic vale arouod 
the lake of the satQC name^ which lies at the 
head of that riven The ii^abitants wete 
Campbells, not indeed the vassab <tf Ar^^ 
gyle» but of the allied and kindred house of 
Glenurchy, which now bears the name of 
Breadalbane. Being taken by surprise, tbey 
were totally unprepared for resistancei and 
were compelled to be the passive witnesses 
of the ravages which- took place among 
their jBocks and herds. Advancing in thn 
manner to the vale of Loch Doefaarti atfd 
laying waste the coustry around btm, Moli- 
trose reached the moat difficult point df Us 
enterprize. 

To a modern army, even with Ibe assist* 
ance of the good 'military road which t>#vr 
leads up by Teinedrum to the te»l of^Lbefa 
Awe; the passage (^ theses eittdnstve^wMs 
would seem a task of som^ difficulty** ' But 
at this period, and for long aftterwafde, 
there was no road or path wha^oever y and 
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to tM to the difflcolt^) the mountains were 
already oorered vrith snow. It was a su- 
blime i^eno to look up to them, piled in 
grsat mas&eS) one upon^ another, the front 
ra^'^ofdaszlmg -whiteness, while those 
whi<ih arose behind them ciiught a rosy tint 
from the setting of a clear wintry sun* Ben 
Crtiaoban, superior in^ magnitude, and seem- 
ing «he very citadel of the Genius of the 
Region^ rose high above the others, shew- 
ing his glimmering and scathed peak^o the 
distaiMse of mar^y miles* 

Tbe followers of Montrose were men 
not to be daunted by the sublime, yet ter. 
rible prospect before them i Many of them 
were df that ancient race of Highlanders, 
who^^^ not only willingly made their couch 
in 4lie sfiow, but considered it as eflbminate 
luxury to use a^snoWi-ball fbr a pillow* 
Plunder *ttd^ revenge lay fceyond the frozen 
miMHitmiis^ which they beheld, and they iKd 
not permit themselves to be daunted by the 
difficulty of traveraM^g them. Montrose 
did not allow their spirits time t» sabsidi. 
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He ordered the pipes to play in the vao the 
^eient pibroch entitled '* JSqggfol nam hoi' 
&c» (that isy We come through dri£b to drive 
•the prey}.} the shrilling sounds of which 
had often struck the vales of the Lennox 
with terror. * The troops advanced with 
the nimble alacrity of mountaineers^ and 
were soon invcJved in ihe dangerous pasB, 
through which Ranald acted as their guide, 
going before them with.a select party» to 
track out the way. 

The power of man at no time appears 
more contemptible than when it is placed 
iK^ contrast with scenes of natural terror and 
dignity*. The victorious army, of McHitrose, 
whose exploits had struck terror into all 
Scotland, when ascending i^ this terrific 
pass, seemed a contemptible handful of 
stragglers, in the act of^eing devoured by 
the jaws of the mountaiui which appeared 



* It is the family-march of the M<FarIanes> a war- 
like and predatory clan^ who iohabiled the western 
badis of iiQch-Lomond* 
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ready to close npoir them. Ev^i Montrose 
half repented the boldness of his attempt, 
as fae -looked down from the suoHnit of the 
finst eminence which he attained, upon the 
seattered conditioii of his small army. The 
difficulty of getting forward was so great, 
that considerable gaps beg^n to occur \n 
the line of march, and the distance between 
the van, eentre, and rear, was each moment 
increased in ^ degree equally incommodious 
and dangerous. It was with great appre- 
hension that Montrose looked upon every 
point of -advantage which the hill afforded, 
in dread it might be found occupied by aa 
enemy prepared for defence ; and he often 
afterwards was heard to express his convict 
tion, that had the passes of Strath FiUan 
beien defended by two hundred resolute 
men; not only would his progress have 
been efibctually stopt, but his whole army 
must have, been in danger of being totally 
cut off. Security, however, -the bane of 
many a strpng country, and many a fort- 
ress^ betrayed, upon this occasion, the dis- 
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trict of Argyle to his enemies. The inm* 
ders had only to contend with the natoirsl 
difficulties of the path, and with the mow, 
which, fortunately, had not fdlen in mkj 
great quantity. The army no sooner reach- 
ed the summit of the ridge of hills dividii^ 
Argyleshire from the district of Breadai- 
bane, than they rushed ^own upon the de- 
vdited vales beneath them with a f ory sof- 
iiciently expressive of the motives iN^ioh 
had dictated a movement so ^ifficuk and 
ha2ardous, 

Montrose divided his army into three bo- 
dies, in order to produce a wider and m(»:e 
extensfve terror, one of which was com- 
manded by the Captain of Clan Ranald, 
one intrusted to the leading of Colkitto, and 
the third remaitfed under his own direction. 
He was thus enabled to penetrate the coun- 
try of Argyle at three diflferent points. Re- 
sistance there was none. The flight of the 
shepherds from the hills had first announ- 
ced this formidable irruption, and where-^ 
ever the clansmen were summoned out^ they 



A L£G£ND OV MONTROaE. £09 

were killed, disarmed, and dispersed, by an 
enemy who had anticipated their motions. 
Major Dalgetty,' who had been sent for. 
warcl against Inverara with the few horse 
of the army that were fit for service, mana- 
ged his matters so well, that he had very 
near surprised Argyle, as he expressed it, 
inter pactUa^ and it was only a rapid flight 
by water that saved that chief from death 
or captivity. But the punishment which 
Argyle himself escaped fell heavily upon 
his country and clan, and the ravages com- 
mitted by Montrose on that devote^l land, 
although too consistent with the genius of 
the country and times, have been repeat- 
edly quoted as a biot on his actions and 
character. 

Argyle in the meantime had fled to Edin* 
burgh, to lay his complaints before the Con- 
vention of Estates. To meet the exigence 
of the moment, a considerable army was 
raised under General Baillie, a Presbyte- 
rian officer of skill and fidelity, with whom 
was joined in command the celebrated 
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Sir John Urrie, a soldier of fortune Me 
Dalgetty, who had already changed sides 
^ twice during the Civil War, and was des- 
tined to turn hi^ coat a third time be- 
fore it was ended. Argjle also, burning 
with indignation, proceded to levy his own 
numerous forces, in order to avenge him- 
self of bis feudal enemy* He established 
his head- quarters at Dumbarton, where be 
was soop joined by a considerable force, 
consisting chiefly of his own clansmen and 
dependants. Being there joined by Baillie 
and Urrie, with a very considerable army 
of regular forces, he prepared to march in- 
to Argyleshire, and chastise the invader of 
his paternal territories. 

But Montrose, while these two formi- 
dable armies were forming a junction, had 
been recalled from that ravaged countFy 
by the approach of a thirds collected in 
the north under the Earl of Seaforth, who, 
afler some hesitation, having embraced the 
side of the Covenanters, had now^ with the 
assistance of the veteran garrison of Inver- 
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iress, formed a considerable army, with 
which be threatened Montrose from Inver- 
ness-shire. Inclosed in a wasted and tm- 
friendly country, and menaced on each 
side by advancing enemies of superior force, 
it might have been supposed ^that Mon- 
trose's destruction was certain; But these 
Were precisely the circumstances under 
which the active and enterprising genius of 
the Great Marquis was calculated to excite 
the wonder and admiration of friends, the 
astonishment And terror of his enemies. As 
if by magic, he collected his scattered forces 
from the wasteful occupation in which they 
had been engaged ; 'arid scarce were they 
again united, ere Argyle and his associate 
generals were informed, that the royalists 
had suddenly disappeared from Argyfe- 
shire, and retreated northwards among the 
dusky and impenetrable mountains of Loch- 
aber. 

The^saga€ity of the generals opposed to 

Montrose, immediately conjectured, that it 

• was the purpose of their active antagonist 
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to fight with, and» if possible^ to destroy 
Se^forth, ere they could come to his asmU 
Alice. This occasioned a corresponding 
change in their operations. Leaving this 
diieftain to make the best defence he 
couldy Urrie and BaiIKe again separated 
their forces from those of Argyle, and ha- 
ving chiefly horse and Lowland troops un- 
der their commandi they kept the south- 
ern side of the Grampian ridge, moving 
along eastward into the county of Angus, 
resolving from thence to proceed into 
Aberdeenshire, in order to intercept Mdn- 
trose, if he should attempt to escape in that 
direction • 

Argyle, with his own levies and other 
troops, undertook to follow Montrose's 
march ; so that in case he should come to 
action either with Seaforth, or with BailKe 
and Urrie, he might be placed between two 
fires by this third army, which, at a secure 
distance, was to hang upon his rean 

For this purpose Argyle once more mo- 
ved towards Inverara, having an bpporiu- 
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nity, at every step, to deplore the severities 
which the hostile clans had exercised on 
his dependants and country* Whatever 
noble qualities the Highlanders posse8sed» 
and they had many, clemency in treating 
a hostile country was not of the number ; 
but even the ravages of hostile troops com* 
btned to swell the number of Argyle's fol- 
lowers. It is still a Highland proverb. He 
whose house is burnt must become a soldier } 
and hundreds of the inhabitants of these 
unfortunate valleys had now no means of 
maintenance, save by exercising upon 
others the severities they had themselves 
sustained, and no future prospect of hap- 
piness, excepting in the gratification of re- 
venge. His bands were, therefore, aug- 
mented by the very circumstances which 
had desolated his country, and Argyle 
soon found himself at the head of three 
thousand determined men, distinguished 
for activity and courage, and commanded 
by gentlemen of his own name, who yield- 
ed to none in those qualities. Under him*. 
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self, he conferred the principal com ma»& 
U|^on Sir 'Duncan Campbell of Ardenvohr, 
and another Sir Duncan Campbell of Auch- 
enUreck, an experienced and veteran sol- 
dier, whom lie bad rei;:alled from the wars 
of Ireland for this purpose. The cold spirit 
of Argyle himself, however, clogged the 
military councils of bis more , intrepid as- 
sistants, and it w^s resolved, notwithstand- 
ing their increased force, to observe the 
same .plan of operations, and to follow 
Montrose cautiously^ ii\ whatever direction 
he should march, north-eastward, avoiding 
an engagement until an opportunity should 
occur of falling upon the Marquis's rear, 
while he should be engaged with another 
enemy in front. 
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CHAPTER 'X. 

'" Piobrachet au Do&uiUdlm, 
Piobrachet au Doauil. 
Piobracbet agus spreitlncb 
Feacht an Iiinerlochy. 

Tbe war-tune of Donald the Bla6k, 
Tbe war^tune of Black Donald^ 
The pipes and the banner 
AtB Up in the rendezrous of Inrerlochy. 

Ths military road connecting the chsuii 
of foi:ts, as it is called, and running in the 
general line of tbe present Caledonian ca- 
nal, bas now completely opened the. great 
glen, or chasib, extending almost across 
tbe whole island^ once doubtless filled by 
the sea, and still affording basins for that 
long line of lakes, by means of which mo- 
dern art has united the German and At- 
lantic Oceans^ The .paths or tracts/ by • 
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vrhich the natives traversed this extenttve 
valley, were, in 1645-6, in the same situa- 
tion as when they awaked the strain of an 
Irish' engineer officer, who had been em- 
ployed in converting them into practicable 
military roads, and whose poem begini, 
and, for aught I know, ends, as follows :-^ 

** Had yoa but seen lSbmt roadf befoe thejr weie 

made. 
Yon would have held up your hands and Ufaisd 

General Wade." 

But, bad as the ordinary paths wisre, Moh- 
trose avoided them, and led liis army, 
like a herd of wild deer, from mountain 
to mountain, and from forest to forest, 
where his enemies could learn nothing of 
his motions, while he acquired the most 
perfect knowledge respecting theirs from 
the friendly clans of Cameron and M^Don- 
neii, whose mountainous districts he now 
traversed. Strict orders had been given 
that Argyle's advance should be watched, 
and that all intelligence respecting his mo- 

IS 
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tions should be communicated instantly to 

the Genetal Mmsetf. 

It was a moonlight night, and Montirose, 

trorn out by the fatigues of the day, was 

hdd down to sleep in a miserable shieling; 

He bad only slnmbered two hours, when 

some orne touciied his shoulden He look- 

ed up, and, by tlie stately form and deep 

voice, easily recognized the Chief of the 
CameroDs. 

^* 1 have news for you,** said that leader, 
^* which it is worth while to arise and listen 
to.^ 

' *« M'llduy t:an bring no other,** said 
Montrose, addressing the Chief by his pa* 
tronymic titl^— ** are they good or bad ?" 

« As you may take them,*' said the 
Chieftain. 

^* Are they certain ?* 

** Yes," answered M^Hduy, <* or another 
messenger should have brought thefti. Know 
that, tired with the task imposed Upon me 
of accompanying that unhappy Dalgetty 

VOL. IV. K 
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and his handful of horse^ is^ha detained roe 
for hours on the march at the pace of a 
crippled badger, I tnade a stretch of four 
aniles with six of my people in the diirec* 
tioQ of Inverlochy, and there met with Ian 
(ff Glenrojff who bad been out for intelU* 
genqe^ ^fgj^^ is nioying upon Inv^r^ 
loiphy with three thQU3and chfOsen ipen^ 
commanded by the fiawer of tlie soaa of 
Dtarmid. — These are my news-^tbey are 
certain — it is for you to construe their 
purport." 

** Their purport must be good/* answer- 
ed M<mtrose» readily ai|d cheerfully ; ^* the 
voice of M'lldyy is ever pleasant ^ the 
earsj pf Montrose, an4 i^ost pleasant wl^n 
i( qpea^^ of sQine brave eot^rprize at hand 
—What are our musters ?' 

He then called tw light, s^nd easily as- 
cert£(ined, that a great part of his fdUpwers 
l^aying, as usual, dii^persed to secure their 
booty, he had nat with him above twelve 
or fourteen hundred men. 
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^ Not much above a third,** said Moa- 
tF09c;, pa,using^ ** of Argyle^s force» and . 
Kighiwders opposed to Highlanders.-— 
With the blessing of God upon the royal 

* 

c^use^ I would not hesitate were the odds 
bv^t one to two.** 

*^ Tbm dp not hesitate,'* said Cameron ^ 
^* for, when your trumpets shall sound to 
atUu;k M^Callum More, not a man of those 
g)f ns will rema^in deaf to the sumtnons. 
Glji^i^aryr^ Keppoch— I mysel£~wouId de* 
stroy^ with fire and sword^ the wretch who 
s)^oi4)4 remiun behind under any pretence 
whatsoever. To-'mor]:o.w, or the next day, 
sh^ be a day qf battle to all who bear the 
n^e c^ McDonnell or Cameron, whatever 
be th« evein^** 

'< It is gallantly said, my noble friend,** 
sftid MpptJ^qse, grasping his hand^ ** and I 
ifjf^e^ wors^ 4han a coward did I not do 
3mf^P toi siich folio wei^i, by entertaining 
tl^s mqst i|Ac|ufa4table hopes of success. Wc 
will turn bapk on tbisM*Callum Maire, who 
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folfows us like a rav^D to devour the relics 
of our army, should we meet braver men 
who may be able to break its strength! 
Let the Chiefs and leaders be called toge- 
ther as quickly as possible ; and you , who 
have brought us the first news of this joy- 
ful event, — ^for such it shall be,— you 3b# 
bring it to a joyful issue, by guiding us the 
best and nearest t-oad against our enemy." 

«' That will I wUlingly do," said M«Il. 
duyj " if I have she wn you paths by irtach 
to retreat through these dusky wilds, with 
far more readiness will I teach yoii how-to 
advance against yoixr enemy." 

A genferal bustle now previailed, and the 
leailers were ewQry where startled from the 
rude couches on which they had sought 
te m porary repose. 

** I never thought,'* said Major Dalgel^ 
ty, when summoned up from a handful 
of rugged heather roots, •* to have parted 
from a bed as hard as a stable brdom with 

I • • • • m 

such bad will ; but indubitably, having but 
one man of military experience in his army. 
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his Excellency the Marquis may be vindi- 
cated in. puttiji'g hitn upon hard duty." 

So saying, he repaired to the council^ 
ivhere> notwithstanding hi$ pedantry, Mon* 
trose seemed always to listen to. him with 
considerable attention ^ partly becausethe 
Major re£(Ily possessed military knowledge 
and experience, and often made suggestions 
wlyeh wer« found of advantage, and partly 
because it relieved the general from the 
neccssUy of defferring entirely to the opi- 
tiion of the Highland Chiefs, an^ gave him 
;additioi^al ground for disputing it when it 
was not agreeable to his own. On the pre- 
sent oecasion, Dalgetty joyfully acquiesced 
in the proposal of marching back and con- 
fronting Argyle, which he compared to the 
valiant resolution of the great Gustavus, 
who moved against the Duke of Bavaria, 
and enriched his troops by the plunder of 
that rich country, although menaced from 
the northward by the large army which 
Wallenstein had assembled in Bohemia. 
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The Chiefs of Glengary, Keppodi, and 

Lochiely whose elans, equal in oourage^a&d 

military fame to any in the Highhmdt, lay 

within the neighbourhood of tihe scene ^ 

action, dispatdied the fieiy cnist l^rmgh 

their vassals, to sammon every 0iie who 

could bear arms to meet the Kingf^ Lteo* 

tenant, aild to join the standards of their 

•respective chiefs as they marched towards 

Inverlochy* As the order waa emphtfti- 

cally ^ven, it was speedily ainl 'wttUtigly 

obeyed. Their natural love of msa'i <lMrilr 

zeal for the royal cause^ — ler they ^ewed 

the King in the 'light ^f a <$hief wliotn his 

clansmen had deserledi-^s well aa th^ 

rmpKcit obedience to thetrown patriMcbSi 

drew in to Montrose's army not otily all 

in the neighbourhood who wer6 aMe to 

bear arms, but some who, in age at least, 

might have been esteemed past the use of 

them. During the next day's march, whiA, 

being directed straight through the Snona- 

tains of Lochaber^ was unsuspecsted by Ae 
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enemy, his forces were augmentedby handle 
fuUs of men issuing from each glen, atid ran* 
l^g themselves under the banners of thei^ 
respective Chiefs. This was a circumstance 
Itighly inspiriting to the rest of the army, 
who, by the time they approached the ene^ 
iny» found their strength increased consi«> 
derably mons than one-fourth, as had beeh 
IMTophesied by the valiant leader of tht 
Gamerons. * 

Wliiie Montrose executed this counter*- 
marcht Argyle had, at the head of his gaU 
lant army, advanced up the soutliern side 
of Loc3i«-£il, and reached the river Lochy, 
which combines that lake with Loch-Lochy, 
The ancient Castle of Inverlochy, once, as 
it is said, a royal fortress, and still, although 
^smantled, a place of some strength and 
consideration, oflered convenient head^ 
quarters, and there was ample room for 
Argyle's army to encamp around him in 
ihe valley, where the Lochy joins Loch« 
Kl. Several barges had attended, loaded 
with provisions, so that they were in eveiy 
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respect as well accommodated as such ait 
armj wished or expected to be^ The Mar- 
quis, in council with Auchenbreck and 
Ardenvohr^ expressed his fait confidence 
that MontPQse was now on the l)rink of de^ 
struction ; that his troops must gradually 
dimiuish as he moved eastward througli 
fiuch uncouth paths ; that if be went east* 
ward, he must encounter Urrie and Bail* 
lie; if northward, fall into the ^ hands ef 
Seaforth ; or should he chuse any haling 
place, he would expose himself to he at- 
tacked by three armies at once. . - »• 

" I cannot rejoice in the prospect, mj 
lord^"* said ' Auchenbreck, *« that James 
Graham will be crashed with little as^ist^ 
ance of ours. He has left a heavy -acoouiit 
in. Argyleshire against him, and I long to 
reckon with him drop oiF blood for dr<^ of 
blood. I love not the payment of such 
debts by third hand3." 

" You are too scrupulous," said Argyle; 
«« what signifies by whose hands the blood 
af the Grahams is spilt?— It is time that of 
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\}» sons of Diarmid should cease to flow. 
M^t say you, Ardenvohr ?'* 

•* I say, my lord," replied Sir Duncan, 
^ thsLtl think Auchenbreck will be grati- 
fied,, and will himself have a personal op- 
portunity of . settling, accounts with Mon- 
trose for bis depredations* Heports have 
reached our outposts that the Camerons are 
assembling on the skirts of Ben-Nevis ; this 
nust.be to join the. advance. of Montrose, 
aiid not to cover his retreat." 

^* It must be. some scheme of harassing 
and depredation," said Argyie, ** deviled 
b^r the inveterate malignity oi' M*Il(luy, 
idbtch he terms loyalty* They can intend 
no more than an. attack on our outposts, 
or ilfome annoyance. to to-morrow's march." 
, **.I have sent out scouts," said Sir Dun- 
can, << in every dii^ction, to procure intel- 
ligence ; and we must soon hear whether 
liiey really do assemble any force, . upon 
what point, or with what purpose." 
. it was late ere any, tidings were receU 

• K 2 . 
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yed } bi»t when iht ihooa bad mikq* » 
considerable hustle in itJie xawpt and ;a 
noise iminediately ajfter heasd in ^e eastl^ 
announced the vnvB^ of important inbeUi- 
genc^ Of the scouts first dispersed by .A& • 
€lenvohr, some kad rejourned without beas^ 
able to collect any thiog« 8£ure uiocertam iup 
incurs concerning movem^ts in the etmsu 
try pf die Camerons. it seemod as if the 
^irts of Ben-Nevis were sending forth tboie 
unaccountable and porteuitnus soanda witk 
which they sometimes announce the near 
tf rival of a st|irm. (Hhers, whose seal car* 
lied them larther ppon dieir misaiong Wfpb 
entrapped and slain, pr made pd^mersb hy 
the inhabitants of the fastoesses iiAo wfaicfc 
they endeavoured to p^netralie. At lengtht 
on the rapid advance of Montrose'a amy, 
his adva<^^ guard and the witposte of 
Argyle became aware of each other's p|^ 
senpe, and aft^r ex^anging a few muafcet- 
shots and arrpwii^ Ml back tp tbeir ge^)e$^ 
ttve main bo^iea^ tp cpnu^y inteliigehce 
and receive orders. 8 
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Sir Duncan Campbdl, and Auchenbreck, 
iasCaatljr threw themselves on horseback^ 
in order to visit the slate of the outposts } 
wd the Marquis of Argyle maintained his* 
diBractor of commander-in-chief with re^ 
putationt by making a respectable arrange^ 
inent of his forces in the plain, as it was 
indent ^lat they might now expect a nights 
l3arin, or an attack in the morning at far* 
tiiest Montrose had kept his forces so 
cantiously widiin the defiles of the moun* 
taist, that no eftnt which Auchenbreck or 
Aiidenvohr thought it prudent to attemj^t^ 
could ascertain his probable strengths 
CPhey were aware, however, that, at the ut» 
most computation, it must be inferior to 
their own, and they returned to Argyk to 
iasRmn him of the amount of their observa^ 
lions; but that nobleman refiised to bf»- 
iiere that Montrose could be in presencis 
^tmiself. He wid^ ^^ It nt^as a madwss, of 
firiUch even James Ghraham, in his height of 
;pmiuiiB^ttious pfarenzy, was incapable ; nAA 
he doubted not thaT their march was only 
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impeded by their aadfiit eoetmes^ Gteneo; 
Ke{ipoaIh and Glengsury ; and perhd^s Ma: 
Yourigh) with his M'FbersoQS^ might hdvs& 
assenabled a force, whicfar he k&^w must te 
gfcatly inferior in numbers to his own, mA 
whpm, therefore,! he doaibted not* to dis^ 
perse by forces or by t^tmns of capitulatioiii**' 

The s^urit of Argyle's followers was higirj 
breathiQg vengeance for the disasters wfalek 
their countiy had so lately undergone f and' 
the night passed in anxious hopes^that ttoe' 
i!Borning might dawn upon theif vengeaisee^ 
The outposts, of either army kept a eai^fat 
watch, and the soldi^so£Argyle slept in 
the order of battle which they were n^ it^ 
occupy. 

A pale dawn had scarce begun, ta tinge 
the tops of these immense mountains^ wim 
the leaders of both. armies {irepamd fiontbe 
Imsness of the day: It was the second iif 
Febifuary, 1645*^« The ^i»men of Argyle 
were arranged in two lines, not farfisrai 
the aBfle between tiie riter andrdse. kke» 
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and made an appearance equally resolate 
amd fiwrfnidable* Aucbeabreck would mU 
liogly have commenced the battle by ao 
i^ck Of) tike ottt-posts of the enemy, but 
Aigyle, with more cautious p<^cy, prefer- 
red receiving to m^afcing the onset Signals 
were soon heard ^ that they ^told not loitf 
wait for it in vain. The Campbells could 
distinguish, in the gorge of the mountains, 
jbbe war^tunes of various clans as they >d- 
yanced to the onset. That of the Came* 
roQs, which bears the ominous words, ad^ 
dnisaed to the wolves and ravens, ** Come 
to> me, and^ I will give you flesb,'^ was load* 
ly:re*echoedfrom their native glena In the 
language of the Highland bards, the wilr 
voice of Glengary was not ^lent ; and the 
^bOTtng tunes of other tribes could be 
pteinly difftioguishedt as they succeasively 
came up to the extremity of the piMSsea 
ftom which they were to descend into the 
pbdtt* 
. <« YoU'See^" mA Argyk to his kinsmen^ 
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M it »i as I saidy we have only to deal with 
our «eighboiir8 ; James Gfaham haa aot 
ventured to shew us his bafBner,?* 

At iMa ffloflnent there resouwied firotn tiie 
gorge of the flaos a lively flourish of tmo^ 
etS| HI that note wiHi wMkfc it- was the im« 
fient SeottM faiAion to s^te the royal 

standard* 

. «« You aoay hear, my lord, the sjgaid,? 

said Sir ENineaa Gatopibell, ^ that he wM 
ptetonds to%ie the King's lieutenant, must 
be-in |ierton among these men.** 

<^ And has probably horse v^h hftt^^ 
asid A«ichenhredc, » which I. could ndt 
have <anticifated. But shall we look {M4l 
fiwr that, my lord, when we have foalii 
^ght, and wrongs to revenge ^ 

Argyie was silent, and looked upon M 
arm, which hung in a sash, awing tQ a^fiiH 
which he had sustained i^ a prece^Hsg 
inaKfa« 

<< It is true,'' interrti^ed ArdenvoAi^ 
eagerly; MmyLordof Aigyle, yo«i ore* dis- 
abled from using eithe/ sword or pistol; 



you ttust ntire on hoard the galle>^§^yoiir 
life i$ iVQckHKi to ua as A head^^jrour baufi 
Cfumot he uacfiil to iisjtt •addifir.'' 

^^ 1^^' Mid Aigyicp pride €09twdmg 
wih iniBMluitiiMi» *^ al ihal^ never be -eeid 
thet I fled befiiee Mimtioie » sf I eennat 
%bt, I vill et keil die bi the nuidel of m/ 
children." 

&iEend other prino^Md aUeft of the 
CapipbeUa^ tilth one imec^ censured end 
obtfuited th^ cfaiefteiii to leaim then iar 
that day to the leadieg of Ardfowhr and 
Aueheiibneekt aad to tehidd Ihe coniict 
fiifiai a disteace jmd in Mfbty^^-^We deee 
not etigmatize Argyie wHM poltfooMijr 
'^fof, though hia Ufo uraa muarfced by ab 
action of bcavdy, yet he hdmred with ao 
nmcijh compoautt end dignity in the final 
and deaing scene, diat hia cimducfc upon 
the present aoid aimilar ooeasiens, ahoahi ba 
rather imputed to inde^ion tiian to want 
of ooutage. But when the flmail ^iitt voice 
within aawnte otm bi«aat, whieh tella hita 
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that bis life is of coMequence to hitnfielft i? 
seconded by that of nucnbers around binii 
who assure him that it i» of equal ad?aiiti^ 
to the fmbltc, history affi>rd8' many exam- 
ples of men: more habitually daring thm 
Argyle, who haYe consulted self* preserva- 
tion when, the temptations to it wete so 
powerfully increased. 

«< Sae him on .boards if you will, JSir Dun* 
caUi" said Aucbehbreck to bis kinsman$^!>I 
niiist prevent this spirit from spreading fu^ 
ther amfODg us." 

So sayiogt he threw himself amon^ithe 
nmks, entreating, commanding, and cowjUr 
ring the soidieris, to remember thebriancient 
&me and their present superiority j the 
wroiigs they had to revenge, it . successful, 
and the fiiie tlusy had to dr^ad^ if vanqmsb- 
ed ; and imparting to ^very bosom a pas- 
tibh of the fire which glowed in hia own. 
Slowly^ meanwhile, and apparently with re- 
luctance, Argyle su&red himself to be 
forced by his officious kinsmen to tbe 
verge of the lake, and was transported on 
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board of a galley, from the deck of wbick 
lie surveyed with more safety than credU 
the scene which ensued. 

Sir Duncan Campbell of Ardenvohr, not- 
withstanding the urgency of the ocGaston, 
stood with his eyes rivetted on the boat 
which bore his chieftain from the field c^ 
battle. There were feelings in hts. bosom 
which could not be expressed } for the cha- 
racter of a chief was that of a father,^ an4 
the heart of a clansman duiist not dwell 
upoji his failings with critical severity ai 
upon those of other men. Ar^ylc, too, 
harsh ^ and severe to others, w|is generous 
and liberal among his kinsmen, and the 
noble hee^rt of Ardenvohr was wrung with 
bitter anguisli, when he reflected to what 
interpretation his present conduct might 

subject hira. 

«• It is better it should be so," said he to 
himself, devouring his own emotion } " but 
-——of his line of a hundred sires, I know 
not one who would have retired while the 
banner of Diarmid waved in the wind l" 
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A loud «hout now compelled fahn to tun, 
knd to hasten with dl dispateh to his past, 
which was on the right fiank of Argylc^ 
little array. - 

The retreat of Argyle had not passed 
unobserved by his watchful enemy, who, 
o6capying the superior ground, could mark 
every circumstance which passed below. 
The movement of lliree or four horsemen 
to the rear shewed tliat those who retreat- 
ed were men of rankv 

•• They are going,* said Dafgetty, « to 
put their horses out of danger, like prudent 
cavaliers. Yonder goes Sir Duncan Camp- 
bell, riding a brown bay geldingg^ which I 
had marked for my own second cbarger." 

*• You are wrong. Major,* said Mon- 
trose, with a bitter smile, «* they are saving 
their precious chief. — ^Give the signal for 
assault instantly — send the word through 
the ranks* — Gentlemen, noble Chiefs, Glen- 
gary, Keppocb, M*Vourigh, upon them iq- 
stantly !— Ride to M^IIduy, Major Dalgetty, 
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and tell him to diargep as he loves Loqha- 
ber— return and bring our handful of horse 
to my standard, They shall be plaoed with 
Ae Irish as a reserve/' 



V • * • 
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CHAPTER XI. 



JU meets a rock » ihoaiand wave^ so Inii&il met l4odi- 
]in. OtsiAN. 



The trumpets and bag.pipes, those cla- 
morous harbingers of blood and death, at 
once united ^n the signal for ons^, which 
was replied to by the cry of more than two 
thousand warriors, and the echoes of the 
mountain glens behind them. Divided into 
three bodies, or columns, the Highland 
followers of Montrose poured from the de- 
files which had hitherto concealed them 
from their enemies, and rushed with the 
utmost determination upon the CatapbeiiSy 
who waited their charge with the greatest 
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firmness. Behind these charging coUunna 
marched in line the Irish, under ColkittOf 
intended to form the reserve^ With them 
was the royal standard, and Montrose him« 
sdf ; and on the flanks were about fifty 
horse, under Dalgetty, which by wonder- 
ful exertions had been kept in some sort 
fit for service. 

The right column of royalists was led 
by Glengary, the left' by Lochiel, and the 
centre by the Earl of Menteitb, who pre- 
ferred fighting on. foot in a Highland dress 
to reaiaining with the cavalry* 

The Highlanders poured <m with the 
proinsrbial fury of their country, fitiog 
their guns, and dischjiiging their arrows^ 
at a little distenee from the eaemy, who 
r^cdved the assaalt with the most. deter- 
mined gdlantry. Better provided with 
musqiietky than their enemies^ stationary 
alsQ^ and th^i^fore taking the more deci- 
sive aim^ the Ike of Ar^le> followers was 
QCKOce destructive than that which they sus- 
tained. The cimh peirceiving tbasii rushed 
to close quarters^ and succeeded on two 



ofiter* With icgiijlw tfO0f)B tbis mq»t Uft^e 
tfehieved » ndtM^i bttt Jbera Higbto^^ 
w«re apposed to iiiglilaoder^ wd ^e m- 
tiire of the vmiponi^ mmXk M tli^ «g|li^ 
of thoie w.ho wieUec^ tteo*. waik eq^fi 9» 
bothiidM. * 

Their strife was accwdioglgt dfl|^inAe j 
and the dwd^ of the «M»d& asd^ axei^. as 
Oiey etteoHalered each other* or ci|S>9 upon, 
the taf^ta^ waa mingled with .the ah<Mrt» 
iAUf animating shrieks with: wbic^ High? 
landtts accom^pany violent exection.of eogr 
kind. Many of the foea qqposed were.per- 
soairiAy aioqnainted^ and eonght to. match 
themselves with eac^i other ftxm^ ni0tives 
6t hatred* or a mese geneaeus emdiatioa 
of vaioiin Neitfaer parly would tttroat 
an inch, while the place of those who 
fell (and they fell fast on holh sidea>(«aa 
eagerly supplied by otheia* who throi^^ 
to the front tf dai^r. A ateaiSi Itto 
that whioh arises firom a seething ealdnii^ 
rose into the thkif eotd* £fosty mrs^ aa4 ho«^ 
vtted above the oottbatantSi . 



1^ stood the fight on tlw tight aod the 
C0ii^e^ with no ioimeditte CMMiequence, 
except miital woundb tnd death, 

On the^ right of the Campbells, the 
KnigMi «f Ardenv^ oj^tirriiied some ad** 
^mtage» through his^ oaiiitaiy skUi and bj 
strength of w^mbers* He had maved for- 
ward obliqiiQly the ei^tretne flank of his line 
a|/ the ins^Dli the Rojridtsts were about to 
cloi4, S04hat they Mstaii^ a fire at once oa 
ftmt and in flwk» aodj despite the uludBt 
^ffi^rta of thffir l0«der, wen tbrawtt into 
sQme eonfi|ak>B. Al thfe iMttet» Sir Dim- 
can C^oipb^ll gave ^ w«rd to diacge^ aad 
tl^is. iiaeiipf otedl^ made the a^adk at the 
ytty moment he aeemed about to receive 
it.; iSUi^h a clwige #f etroumslan^ies is aU 
Wfy« discoutagingy apd often fittaL But 
the disorder was. cemedied 1^ die advance 
odp. th.4 Irish i:eservie, whose heavy and sink 
tfpvd fire eompeHed the Knight o^ Ar- 
^vc^r to Ibrego h» advantage, and c(m» 
tent^himself with fiBpiibing his ederay« The 
MaR^s in the iMdnwhilet avaihiig himself 
of some scattered birch trees, as well as of 



the smoke pfbducedby tbe dase &*€ of the 
Irish musquetry, which conceated the ope- 
ration, called upon Dalgetty to fellow him 
with the horspe^ and i/ekeeltfig round so as 
ta gain^ the right flank and even the rear of 
the enemy, he commanded his six trumpcfU 
to sound the diarge. The clang of tbe ca- 
valry trumpets, and tbe noise of the gallop- 
ing of the horse, produced an effect upim 
Afgyie's right wing which no otiier sotm^ 
f^ould have impressed them ^ith. The 
m6uiitaineers #f that period bad a super- 
8tili6as dread of the warrhorse^- Kke tiiat 
entertained by the Peruvians, and Irtd 
many strange ideas respecting the mami^ 
in which that animal was trained fo cotfnbat 
Wfaafi, therefore, they found their ranks 
u%ieKpectedly broken, and that tbe objects 
of their greatest terror were ^uddtnly.ia 
tbe midst of them, the pamc, iti ^)i|ie-0f 
Sir' I>Hiean*s attempts, to 9top> i^ became 
universal. Indeed, the figure of • Major 
Balgetty^ alone, sfaeajthed in impenetrable 
armour, and making bis hm-se camcole'aHd 
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boundi 80 at to give weight tt every blow 
which he struck, would have been a novel- 
ty in itself sufficient to terrify those who 
had never seen anything more nearly re- 
sembling such a cavalier> than a ^kd^ wad- 
dling under a Highlander far bigger than 
itself. The repulsc^l Royalists returned to 
the charge ; the Irish, keeping their ranks^ 
maintained a fire equally close and destruc- 
tive. Therje was no sustaining, the fight 
longer. Argyle's followers began to break 
and fiy^ most towards the lake, the remain- 
der in different directions. The defeat of 
the right wii^, of itself decisive, was ren- 
dered irreparable by the death of Auch^n- 
breck, who fell while endeavouring to re- 
store order. 

The Knight of Ardenvohr, with two or 
three hundred men, all gentlemen of de- 
scent and distinguished gallantry, end«|u 
voured, with unavailing hwoism, to cover 
the tumultuary retreat of the common $Le. 
Their resolution only pi^ved fatal to tkeok 

VOL* rr. L 
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selves, as they were charged again and 
again by fresh adversaries, and forced se- 
parate from each other, until at length their 
lim seemed only to be to purchase an ho- 
nourable death by resisting to the very 
last. 

** Good quarter, Sir Duncan,** called ont 
Major Dalgetty, when he discovered fats 
late host, with one or two others, defetid- 
ing himself against several Highlanders; 
and, to enforce his offer, he rode up to hhn 
with his sword uplifted. Sir Duncan's r©. 
ply was the discharge of a reserved pisto^ 
which took effect not on the person of 
the rider, but on that of his gallant horsei 
which, shot through the heart, fell dead 
under him. Ranald MacEagh, who WM 
one of those who had been pressing Sir 
Duncan hard, took the opportunity to cut 
him down with his broad* sword, as he tura^ 
ed from him in the act of firing the pistcl 

j&Ilan M'Aulay came up at this moment 
Tliey were^ excepting Ranald^ followers ef 
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iitsh brother who were engaged on thft^patt 
t)f the field. " ViHains ^ he said, *• which 
t>f you has dared to do this, when it was my 
positive order that the Knight of Arden- 
irohr should be taken alive ?" 

Half a-dozen.of busy hands, which were 
tmuloiisly employed in plundering the fall- 
en Knight, whose arms and accoutrements 
were of a magnificence befitting his quality, 
instantly forebore the occupation, and half 
ihe number of voices ex<:ulpated thera- 
selves, by laying the blame on the Skye- 
man, as they ealled Ranald MacEagh. 

" Dog of an Islander*!" said Allan, for- 
"getting, in his wrath, their prophetic bro- 
therhood, " follow the chace, and harm 
him no farther, unless you mean to die by 
'my hand.** 'Eiey were at this moment left 
almost alone ^ for Allan^s threats had forced 
his own clan from the spot, and all around 
had pressed onwards towards the lak€,car- 
Tjfiug befoi^e them ndl«e, terror, and confu. 
ittOBi «nd leaving t^ehind only the dead and 
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dying* The moment was temptiagto Ma(v 
Eagh's vengeful spirit.-^** That i shotild 
die by your hand, red as it is with the bkNxl 
of my kindred,** said he, answering the 
threat of Allan in a tone as menaciog as 
his own, « is not more likely than that you 
should fall by mine." With that^ he stniek 
at M^Aulay with such unexpected readi- 
ness, that he had scarce time to intercept 
the blow with his target. 

«< Villain V" said Allan, in astonishmtsfi 
" what means this ?** 

« I am Ranald of the Mist,"* answered the 
Islesman, repeating the blow } and, Wtfihtbat 
word, they engaged in dose and fimoQs 
conflict. It seemed to be decreed, that in 
Allan M'Aulay had arisen the avenger of 
his mother's wrongs upon this wild triiief 
as was proved by the issue of the present, 
as well as of former combats- After esfi- 
cbanging a fewblows, Ranald MacEagHmpgi 
prostrated by a deep ^ound on the skull ; 
and M^AuIay, settipjg; his foot on him, .was 
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abmit to pa^ the broad-sword through his 
body^ when the point of the weapon was 
ilrack up by a third party, who suddenly 
iaterposed* This was no other than Major 
Dalgetty^.who, stunned by the fall, and en- 
cumbered by the dead body of his horse, 
had now i^CQvered his Jegs and his under- 
Stftttdiiig. ^^ Hold up your sword," said he 
>ta M^Aulay^ ^ and prejudice this person 
no farther, in respect that he is here in my 
aa|e co&duet, and in his Excellency's ser- 
vice i and in regard that no honourable 
eaTalier is al liberty,^ by the law martial, to 
aTeiige his, own private injuries, flagr^mU 

M FooU" said Allan, *^ stand aside, and 
dare not to come between the tiger and his 
fBPcy." 

But, far irom quitting his point, Dalgetty 
steptaerosa the fallen body of MacEagh,and 
gave Allan to understand, that if he call- 
ed: himself a tiger, he was likely, at pre- 
sent^ to find a>lion in bis path. There re* 
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quired no mote thao the gesture and ti^fe< 
of defiance ta.turn the whole rage of the 
military Seer against the person who vmsr 
opposing the course of hts vebgelince^ aatf^ 
blows were instantly exchanged without 
farther ceremony. 

The strife betwixt AUan andMacEoghhad 
been- unnoticed by the stragglers around^' 
for the person of the lalter i^as known txr 
few of Montrose's fbUowers ; 'but the. scufikr 
betwhxt Dalgetty and him, both so well 
known, attracted instant attention ; and 
fortunately, among others, that of Montrose 
lumseify who had come for the purpose of: 
gathering togetlier his small body of bor^ 
and following the pursuit down Loch-£iL 
Aware of the fatal conseqoe«icts ofdissea* 
sion in his little army, he pusi>ed ,his horse" 
up to the spot, iand seeing MacEagh'on the 
ground, and Dalgetty in the attrtdde of' 
protecting him against M* Aulay,' his qiskA: 
apprehension instantly caught the.*caaae 
of quarrel, and as instantly detriseil'ftietHia 



io$Hppkt ^f For shatiie/' he said, ^'geaUe- 
men cavaliers^ brawliog together in so glo^ 
ttoos a^ld of vicipry !— Are you road ? Or 
lire y.Qi} intoxicated witi>^ ^e ^ery wbiph» 
jou have both this day gained V* 

" It is not ray faruit, so |yleuse your Ex- 
5bllency»", mid Dilgetty* •< I have beeu 
known. a b&nzLs sociw, a bm wmaradoi, m 
dll theTaervices of Europe; but he thii^ 
louQhes a man un4ex nay safeguard'' ■ ■ 
/'«* And he>" said Allan^ speakilig at thq 
iame time^ ** who dares to bar the coursts^ 
<>f cniy jta^t vengeanae"—— 
V* For shame, gentlemen/* again repeal 
^d Montrose ; <' I have other business foe 
you . both, ~- business of deeper import- 
ance than any private quarrel, wiiich.yoif 
may/ejksily find a more fitting time tosettle^ 
'Far you. Major Dalgetty, kneel down/' 

« Kneel !" said Dalgetty ; " I have not 
^leamed to obey that word of command, 
weaving when it is given from the pulpit. In 
^e, Swedish di^ciplinet the Iront-rank dp 
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iildeed kheel, but only when the reglmMt* 
is drawn up six ffie deep/' 

" Nevertheless,* repeated Montrose,-^ 
^ kneel down, in t^e name of King Charles 
and of his representative.*^ 

When Dalgettyreluctantlyobeyed, Mor- 
trose struck him slightly on the tieek with 
the flat of his aword, saying,-*>*< In rewtrd 
of the gallant service of this day, and in tb« 
name and authority of our sovereign, Krng 
Charles, I dub thee knight ; be brave, loyal, 
«nd fortunate. And now. Sir Dugald Dalw 
getty, to your duty. Collect what hof^e^ 
men you can, and pursue such of the ene- 
my as are flying down the side of the Lake. 
Do not disperse your force, nor venture 
too flir ; but take heed to prevent their 
rallying, which very little exertion may do; 
Mount then. Sir Dugald, and do your 
duty.** 

*< But what shall I mount ?*' said the new- 
made chevalier. << Poor Gustavus aleepa 
in the bed of honour, tike hia immwtal 



nmfmk&l ud I am 014^.]^ knigbti a-ri**^ 
der» as the High S^tch have it>|ai^t wb«a 
I havA Dot^ afaoi:se left to* ride upon,'' 
.*^ ThatsbaUnotbe saii^/' ^os^^red Mon^ 

- - 4 * 

troftCf disnoouating; *< I make' you a pre*. 
ses^iof my own,, which h^Si beeii thought a 
good one.;, only pray youi resijfhe thip 4^ty * 
you discharge SO; well." ^ . 

_ _ a 

\With?:maoy ackoowle(dgW^nfa^ Sir Du-. 
gald mounted the stewed, sq liberally . be^^ 
rtowed upon himi and V^'S b?seeichii]ig hia 
ExceHency torepernher jth^it Mf^^agh was 
under his isafe-jsauduft, immediately began. 
to execute. the, orders ^sigii^d to him, with 
great seal and alacrity. 

•« And you, Allan M*Aul*y/' w^d Mon- 
Uoae» . . add resfiing . th^ Highlander, who, 
leaning . his swojcd-point on the ground, 
had i:^aided the ceremony of his ant^o- 
njat's. knighthood with a sn^er of sullen 
acorn, — ff y.au, who are superiojr to the or. 
dinary men led by t}i6 psdtry motives o^ 
f lunder^nd pay,iand perspnal distinction, 

1. £. 
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•--you, trbose deep knowledge renders 3^09 
tdTalnablea coumeilor, — is it yott wlu>ia<£ 
find striving mth a man like Datgetty, for 
the privilege of trampliisg the remains of 
lile out of ^o contemptible an enemy a$ii«ft 
there? Come, my friend, I have otliM 
work for you* This victory; skitfulfy ioa^ 
proved, will win Seaforth to our party. Ife 
is not disloyalty, but despair df tlie good 
canse^ that has induced him to take ardm 
against us. These arms, in this moment €rf 
better augury, he may be brought to^ unite 
with ours. I send my gal^iant friend, Colov 
nel Hay, to him, from this very field of 
battle, but he must be united in commia^ 
sibn with a Highland gentleman of ratik, 
befittinsr that of Seaforth, and of taieots 
and of influence such a» may make an im» 
pression upon bim. You aref not only tit 
every respect the fittest for thia most itt^ 
portant mission^ but, having no invmediate 
command; your presence may be moite 
^ easily spared than tllat of a Chief whote^ 
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toSiowing 'n in the field* You know every 
futfs and glen in the Highlands*, as well as 
tbe manners and customs of every tribe. 
Go therefore to Hay» on the right wing } 
li^ Juifl instructions, and e%pecU you. Y014 
^1 find him mth Glenmorrison*s men ; 
Be his guide» his interpreter, and his col* 
league." 

Allan M'Aulay bent en the Marquis a 
dark and penetrating glance, as if to ascer^ 
tain whether this sudden mission was not 
conferred for some latent and unexplained 
purpose. But Montrose» skilful in searching 
th<? motives of others, was an equal adept in. 
concealing his own. He considered, it ai| 
9f the last consequence, in this mometit of 
enthusiasm and exalted passion, to-remove 
Allan frotid the camp for a few. days, that 
be mi^t provide, as his.. honour required^. 
ibr the safety of those iif^lio had a^ted as his. 
ipii^sy when he ]brusted the Seer's quarrel 
iriUi Dalgetty might be easily made up^, 
Allan, at parting, only recommended. to thei^ 



Marquis die care of Sir Duncan Catnpbd^ 
iriibm Moiiftrose instantly ^keeted ta te 
cmiveyed - to a place of sufety. He took 
the aame preeautiou foir Mn^eEagii, caaMMt- 
ting the latter, hewever, to a j^fly itftim 
Irish, with directions that he should be* tv- 
ken eure of, but that no Highli^nder , of lun^ 
clan, should have access to him.. 

The Mar^vfs tfaeti monaited a^iedhon^ 
which was held by one of his ^ilfctendants», 
and rode on to vvew Ifhe scene of his Tte^ 
tory, w!ii(^ was more de€i8ive"thaft ef^n 
his ardent hopes had antieipated; Of Ai^ 
gy{e% gaHant array of three- thousaad men,, 
fhlly one-half fell in the bat^ or hi ti» 
flight They had been chiefly driven back 
upon; th^ part of the phnn w^retbe rrr^^ 
fonns aft angle witk ^e fa^e, so that ¥kert 
was no free opening either ftrretKst or 
escape. Several iraiidreds were fbnsed into 
the lake and drowned. Of 'the surnivofi^ 
a1»6ut one-half escaped^ t^ swifB«tng-'AB^ 
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river, ttt by aa early flight'aion^ tha left 
bank of the lake« The Mipaiodcr thrett 
themselves iDto the old Castk of lavierf 
lodiy ; but being without either provisions 
or hopes of relief, they were obliged to sur- 
Tender, on condition of being suffered to 
return to their homes in peaee. Armi^ 
iimmunitiott, standards, and baggage^ all 
became the prey of the conquerors. 

This was the greatest disaster diat ever 
befell the race of Diarmid, as the Camp- 
bells were called in the Highlands; it 
being generally remarked that th^y were aa 
Imrtunatein the issue of their undertakings, 
jui. they were sagadous in planning, and 
courageous in executing them. Of the num- 
ber slain, nearly five hundred were dunnU 
.waasels, or gentlemen claiming descent 
from known and respected houses. And» 
in the opinion of many of the ckn, even 
jibis heavy loss was exceeded by the dis- 
.grace arising from the io^rioua conduct 
Chief, whose galley weighed anchor 
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wtieo the day was lost, and sailed down the 
hke with all the speed to which sails ao4 
oars could impel ber^ 
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CHAPFER XIL 

faint the din of battle bray'd. 

Distant down the hollow wind ;. 
War and terror fled before. 

Wounds- and death remained behind. 

PAVROiS. 

MoNTxiosE*s Splendid success over his 
powerful rival was not attained witboui 
some loss, tbough not amounting to thft 
tenth of what he inQicted. The obstinate va* 
lour of the Campbells cost the lives of many. 
brave men of the opposite party ; and 
more were wounded, the chief of whom waa 
the brave young Earl of Menteith, who had 
commanded the centra. He was but light* 
}jr touched however, and made rather a 
gracefuUhan a terrible appearance whea hc^ 
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presented to his general the standard of 
Aifiyle, which he had taken from the stand- 
ard-bearer with his own hand, and slain hint 
ia single combat. Montrose dearly loved 
his noble kinsman, in whom there was con* 
spicuous a flash of the generous, romantic, 
disinterested chivalry of the old heroic 
tinles, entirely different from the mercena- 
ry, calculating, and selfish character which 
the practice of entertaining mercenary 
troops had introduced into most parts of 
Europe, and of which degeneracy Scotland, 
who furnished soldiers of fortune for the ser- 
vice of almost every nation, had been conta- 
siinated with a more than usual share. Mon. 
trose, whose native spirit was congenial, al- 
though experience had taught him how to 
avail himself of the motives of others, used 
to Menteith neither the language of praise 
nor of promise, but clasped him to his boson» 
as he exclaimed, «< My gallant kinsman !^ 
And by this burst <^ heartfek applaiiae 
was Menteith thrilled with a warmer glow of 
delight, than if his praises had been recof d- 
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ed in a report of the action sent directly td 
the throne of his sovereign. 

«* Nothing,** he said, " my lord, noir 
aeems to remain in which I can render any 
assistance, permit me to look afler a duty 
of humanity— the Knight of Ardenvohr, as 
I am told, is our prisoner, and severely 
wounded.** 

** Atid well he deserves to be so," said 
Sir Dugald Dalgetty^ who came up to them 
at that moment with a prodigious addition 
of acquired importance, <^ since he shot my 
good horse at the moment that I was offer- 
ing him honourable quarter, which, I must 
needs say, was done more like an ignorant 
Highland Cateran, who has not sense enough 
to erect a sconce for the protection of his 
old hurley-house of a castle, than like a 
soldier of worth and quality.** 

" Are we to condole with you then,** 
said Lord Menteith, ^ upon the loss of tb« 
famed Gustavus ?** 

•' Even so, my lord,** answered the soldier 
with a deep sigh, << Diem, dausit wpn-^ 
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mum^ as we said at the Maxesch^l CoU^e 
of Aberdeen. Better so than be smotlwrcd 
Uke a cadger's poney in soaie flow.moss^.or 
tpowowreatb, which was like to be his fate if 
ibis winter campaign lasted longer. But it 
btf pleased his Excellency (making an is- 
olioation to Montrose,) to supply his pkce 
by tlie gift of a noble steed, whom I bav^ 
taken the freedom to name * Loyaltjfs B^ 
mardj in memory of this celebrated occa- 
riun,** 

' •* I hope,** said the Marquis, " you'll 
find Loyalty's Reward, since, you call biro 
so, practised in all the duties of thefi^Ul,— 
but I must just hint to you, that at this 
time, in Scotland, loyalty is more frequent- 
ly rewarded with an halter, than with aa 
horse." 

" A hem ! your Excellency is pleased to 
•be facetious. Loyalty's Reward is as per- 
fect as Gustavus in all his exercises, and of 
a far finer figure. Marry ! his social quali- 
ties are less cultivated, in respect be has 
.l^eptt till now inferior company »^ 
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** Not meaning his Excellency the Gene* 
ral, I hope,** said Lord Menteith, •• For 
shame, Sir Dugald !" 

" My lord/* answered the Knight grave- 
ly, *• I ara incapable to mean any thinof so 
utterfy misbecoming. What I asseverate is,,: 
that bis Excellency having the same inter* 
course with his horse during his exercise; 
that he hath with his soldiers when train- 
ing them, may form and break either to^ 
e\'cry feat of war which he chooses to praor^^ 
tice, and accordingly th^t this noble charger 
is adolmtbly marfaged. But as it is the in- 
terconi'se of private life that formeth the so-, 
cial character, so Ido not apprehend that of 
the sitigle soldier to be much polished by' 
the cotivcrsation of the corporal or the ser^ 
ge^nt, or that of Loyalty's Reward to have 
baen much dulcified, or ameliorated, by the 
society of his Excellency's grooms, who be-, 
stow more Oaths, and kicks, and thumps, 
than kindness or caresses, upon the animal^ 
entrusted to their chaise, whereby many a 
ff^tfQtxs qaadeuped, rendered as it ^erf 
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mitanthroptc, manifests daring the rest of 
his life a greater desire to kt^k and bite hia 
master, than to love and to honour hinu" 

^ Spoken like an oracle/' said McHttrose. 
^* Were there an academy for the educa- 
tion of horses to be annexed to the Mare- 
schal College of Aberdeen, Sir Dagaid 
Dalgetty alone should fill the chain" 
-^ ** Because, being an ass^*^ said Mentestb, 
aside to the Oeneral, ^ there »^ould be 
some distant relation between the polisw. 
or atid the students.*' 

*< And now, with your Bxeellency^ per- 
mission," said the new-made Kntgfa^ ^1 
am going to pay my last visit to the w^ 
mains of my old companion in arms." 

^ Not with the purpose of gokig through 
the ceremonial of interment,^' said the Mar- 
quis, who did not know bow far Sir Du- 
gftld's enthusiasm might lead him ; ^ oon- 
aider, our brave fellows themselves-wiU have 
but a hasty buriaL" 

^ ^ ¥our Excellency will pardon ta^" aaid 
Dalgetty ; <' my purpose is lesi) nmastic. 



A LE0£K1> OS lC0KTft09£» itl 

I go to divide poor 6ustanis*s legacy with 
the fowls of heaven, leaving the fliesh to 
theoi, tod reserving to myself his hide.; 
whicb^ in token of affectionate remem- 
brance, I purpose to form into a cassocjc 
and trowsers^ after the Tartar fashion, to 
be 'worn under my armour, in respect my 
nether gami^its are at present shamefully 
the worse for the wear. Alas ! poor Gus- 
tavos^ why didst thou not live at least one 
bour mwe, to have borne the honoured 
weight of knighthood upon thy loins !" 

He was sow turning away, when the 
Marquis called after him, — «< As you are 
oot Ukely to be anticipated in this act of 
kindqess. Sir Dugald, to your old friend 
apd companion, I trust," said the Marquis, 
^ you will first assist me, and our principal 
£rien^^ to discuss some of Argyle's good 
cheer, of which we have found abundance 
in the Castle.'* 

<< Most willingly, please your Excellefib- 
cy)** said Sir Dugald ; ^^ as meat and maas 
nrevej^hjindtcwork, ^or, iiKi^ed, am lafrai^ 
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that the wolves or eagles will begin an o^ 
slaught on Gustavus to-night, in regard 
there is so much better cheer lying all 
around. — But,** added he, " as I am to meet 
two honourable knights of England, wiA 
others of the -knightly degree in your loni- 
ship^s army, I pray it may be explained to 
them, that now, and in future, I claim pre? 
cedence over them all, in respect of my 
rank as a Banneret, dubbed in a fieid of 
stricken battle,** 

«* The devil confound him !*' said NfOn- 
trose, speaking aside ; " he has contrived 
to set the kiln on fire as fast as I put it out 
—This is a point, Sir Dngald,^ said fee, 
gravely addressing him, ** which I^sliail 
reserve for his Majesty's express consider- 
ation : in my camp, all must bfe upon equa- 
lity, like die Knights of the Round Table i 
and fake their places as soldiers should, 
upon the prmciple of, first come first ger- 
ved.*' 

*« Then I shall take care,* said Mm^ 
teith apart to the Marquis, *^ that Boil 
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gald is not first in place to day. — Sir Dii- 
gald,** added he, raising his voice, " as 
yeu say your wardrobe is out of repair, 
had you not better go to the enemy's bag- 
gage yonder, over which there is a guard 
placed ? I saw them take out an excellent 
buff suit, embroidered iti front in silk and 
iwl^er.** 

•* Vbto a Dios ! as the Spaniard says," ex- 
'datmed the Major, " and some beggarly gil- 
\y may get it while I stand prating here." 
' Tlie prospeict of booty havuig at once 
"dfWen out of his. head both Gustavus and 
the provant, he set spurs to Loyalty's Re- 
v^ard, and rode off througlV the field of 
battle. 

** There goes fhe hound," said Menteith, 
** breaking the face, and trampUng on the 
body, of many a better man than himself; 
and as eager on his sordid spoil as a vuU 
tur^ that stoops upon carrion. Yet this 

* 

man the world calls a soldier — and you, 
my lord, select hini as worthy of the ho- 
noun of chivalry, it' such they can at this 
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day be termed* You have made the cc|lv 
of knighthood the decoration of a mere 
blood- hound.** 

** What can I do I" said Alontrose. '* J 
had no bones to give hinit and I cannqt 
follow the chase alone. Besides, the d^ 
him good qualities." 

^ <* If nature has given him such,** uud 
Menteith. << habit has converted them wto 
feelings of intense selfishness. He uixj 
be punctilious concerning his reputjatjQji» 
and brave in the execution of his dutj» 
but it is only because without these oufr 
lities he cannot rise in service ;— nay, bis 
very benevolence is selfish ; he may defend 
his companion while be kept his feet, ^ut 
the instant he is down^ Sir Dugald yiH 
be as ready to ease him of his purs^, at 
he is to convert the skin of Gustavua into 
a buff jerkin." . 

^ And yet, if all this were true, coQ^in,'' 
answered Montrose, ^' there is something 
convenient in commanding a soldier, i|ppa 
whose motiyes and springs of action /pu 



ii»Q catcuiat^ to hmtheftKitioaleertititty* A 
fiee vgiviv like yours, tny cooaio, alive io m 
thousand sensations to which this man^a is 
te impervious as his corsiet^-^t is fot them 
that tiiy friend must fte\ while he gives-his 
Advice." Then, suddenly changing his tone, 
be asked M^eoteith when he- bad seen As* 
not Lyle. 

' The young Earl coloured deeply, and 
'tfnaweredi ** Not since last evening,--^QX<» 
cepting/* he added, with hesitatioD, ^< for 
im^ moment, about hsif am houp.b^re 
tilt battte brgan,* 

' ^'^ If y dear Menteith,** said) If ontrote 
>ery kindly, ** were you one of the gayca- 
fliers of Whitehall, who are^ in their way^ 
as great ^elf-seekers as Our firiend Di&lg^y, 
should I need to plague you with enquiring 
into such an amourette as this! it would 
be an intrigue only to be laughed at* But 
^hiS is the land off enchantinefit, "where nets 
•trong as steel are wrdught out off ladies' 
fireases, and you are^exaetly the destined 
Jmtght to be so fett^red^ 'This poof) girl is 

yOL. IV. M . 
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exquisitely beautiful, and has talents form- 
ed to captivate your romantic temper*^ 
Tou cannot think of injuring her^-^jou 
cannot think of marrying her ?" 

" My lord/' replied Menteitfa, " you 
have repeatedly urged this jest, for so. I 
trust it is meant, somewhat beyond bouads. 
AnnotLyle is of unknown birth, — a captivet 
««^the daughter, probably, of some obscure 
outlaw ; a dependant on the hospitality pf 
the MfAulays." 

•• Do not be angry, Menteith,*' ssdd the 
Marquis, interrupting him ; ^< you love the 
classics, though not educated at Mareschal 
College; and you may remember; how 
many gallant hearts captive beauty h^ 
subdued : — 



Movit Ajacem Telamone natum^ 
Forma captivs, dominum, Tecines8«.«— 
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In a word, I am seriously anxious about 

this — I should not have time perhapd/'.he 

aaid very gravely, <<to trouble you with 

my lectures on the subject, were your feel- 

10 
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iogs^ and those of Annot^ alone interested ; 
but you have a dangerous rival in Allan 
.M'Aulay; and there is no knowing to 
what extent he may carry his resentment. 
It is my duty to tell you that the King's 
service may be much prejudiced by dissen- 
sions betwixt you." 

*• My lord,** said Menteith, " I know 
what you mean is kind and friendly; 1 hope 
you will be satisfied when I assure you, 
that Allan M^Aulay and I have discussed 
this circumstance; and that I have ex- 
plained to him, that it is utterly remote 
from my character 1;p entertain dishonour- 
able views concerning this unprotected fe* 
male ; so, on the other hand, the obscurity 
of her birth prevents my thinking of her 
upon other terms. I will not disguise from 
your lordship, what I have not disguised 
from M'Aulay,-^that if Annot Lyle were 
bom a lady, she should share my name 
And rank; as matters stand, it is impos- 
.sible. This explanation, I trust, will satis- 
fj your lordship, as it has satisfied a less 
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reasonable person.** Montrose shi^ugg^ 
his shoulders. 

** And like true champions in^romatice,*^ 

* • * . 

lie saidt '' you have agreed/ that ybu are 
botli to worship the same mistress, as'tdd- 
lators do the same image» and that lieith^ 
shall extend his pretensions further.'' 

" 1 did not go so far, my lord/* answer-- 
ed IVIenteith — *^ I only said in the present 
circumstances, — and there is no prospe<;t of 
their being changed,— I coutd, in duty ta 
myself and family, stand in no relation to 
Atihot Lyle, but as that of friend or bra^ 
ther — but your lordsRip must excuse me i. 
I liave,*" said he, looking at his arm, round 
which he had tied his handkerchief,*'* a 
slighlburt to attend to." 

«• A wound,** said Montrose, anxrously ; 
" let me see it.— Alas T he said, *< I sKoUld 
nave heard nothing of this, had I hot vea* 
tured to tent and sound another niore siEi- 
c;*et and more rankling one. M'enteith; I- 
am sorry for you-^— I too have known^-^ut 
what avails it to awake sorrows whibli'^av^ 
long slumbered f* 
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'. 'Sd^ying, he shook hands with his noble 
kinsman, and walked into the castle, 

* Annpt Lyie, as was not unusuail for fe- 
Hiales in the Highlands, was possessed of a 
slight degree of medical and even surgical 
iki\L It may readily be believed that the 
profession of surgery, or medicine, as a se- 
pliraleart, was unknown, and the few rude 
iwles which tliey observed were intrusted 
to women, or to the aged, whom constant 
oisdalties afforded too much opportunity 
6f acquiring experience. The care and at- 
tention, accordingly, of Annot Lyle, her 
attendants, and others acting under her di* 
rection, had made her services extremely 
useful during this wild campaign. And 
most readily had these services been ren- 
dered to friend and foe, wherever they 
cbuld be most useful. She was now in an 
apartment of the castle, anxiously superin- 
tending the preparation of vulnerary herbs, 
to be applied to the wounded ; receiving 
reports from different females respecting 
those under their separate charge, and dis- 
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tributing what means she had for their re- 
lief, when Allan M*Aulay suddenly enter- 
ed the Apartment. She started, for she 
had heard that he had left the camp upon 
a distant mission ; and, however accustom- 
ed she was to the gloom of his counte- 
nance, it seemed at present to have even a 
darker shade than usuaL He stood before 
her perfectly silent, and she felt the neces- 
sity, of being the first to speak. 

I thought," she said, with some effort, 

you had already set out/* 

*« My companion awaits me,** said Allan ; 
" I go instantly." 

Yet still he stood before her, and held 
her by the arm, with a pressure which, 
though insufficient to give her pain, made 
her sensible of his great personal strength, 
his hand closing on her like the gripe of a 
manacle. 

<< Shall I take the harp ?" she said, in a 
timid voice j " is — is the shadow falling 
Upon you ?" 

Instead of replying, he led her to the 






A LBOBKD OF M0HTA08I. S71 

window of the apartment, which command* 
ed a view of the field of the slaiOt with all 
its horrors. It was thick spread with dead 
and wounded, and the spoilers were busy 
tearing the clothes from the victims of 
war and feudal ambition, with as much in 
difference as if they had not been of the 
same species, and themselves exposed, per- 
haps, to-morrow to the same fate. 
' ** Does the sight please you ?" said M*- 
Aulay. 

<< It is hideous," said Annot, covering 
her eyes with her hands ; <* How can you 
bid me look upon it V 

^^ You must be enured to it," said he, 
** if you remain with this destined host— 
you will soon have to search such a field 
for my brother's corpse — ^for Menteith's— 
for mine-<r-but that will be a more indiffer- 
ent task— -You do not love me !" 

<^ This is the first time you have taxed 
fide with unkindness," said Annot, weep- 
ing* ** You are my brother— my preser 



ves:'^my protector'^aitd - can I thea liiit 
love you ? But your hour of dackoeas »§ 
approaching, let me fetch my harp! — «-<'* 

^* Remain," said Allan, slill holding 
her fast ; ** be my visions from heavcu <>r 
hnll, or from the middle sphere of disein^ 
bodied spirits — or be they, as Ihe Saxons 
hold, but the delusions of an overbeat4d 
&ncy, they do not jxow influeace n^e ;k I 
speak tbe'Iangiiage of the natural, af the 
visible world. — You love not me, Annotrr 
yoti love Menteith — by him you aiie <be« 
loved: again, and Allan is no mere to ypa 
than one of the corpses Wihich eneiwiii^r 
.jsMlnder heatlV* 

it cannot be supposed that this strange 
speech .conveyed any new informatioa to 
i>er who was thus addressed^ No .vp^niea 
ever lived who could not in the same «^* 
eumstances have discerned long fiincc 1^ 
ist^e of lier lover's mind. But by thus ti|d- 
dieoly tearing off the veil, thin as it was, AV 
kn prepared her to expect Qosieqaeoces 
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violent in proportion to the enthusiasm of 
Ills character. She made an eflFort to repel 
the charge he had stated. 

••* You forget," she said, " your own 
worth and nobleness when you insult so 
very helpless a being, and one whom fate 
has thrown so totally into your power. You 
know who and what I am, and how iropos- 
mble it is that Menteith or you can use lati- 
^guage of affection to me, beyond that of 
^iendship. You know from what unhap- 
py race I have too probably derived my 
ejcistence,** 

" I will not believe it,** said Allan, in»- 
pe,tuously ; ** never flowed crystal dr<^ 
from a polluted spring/* / 

•* Yet the very doubt,** pleaded Annot) 
.*' should make you forbear to use this jaii# 
^age to me." 

** I know," said M'Aulay^ *• it places a 

bar between us — but I know also that it di- 

.fides you nqt so inseparably from Menteitb. 

— Qfiar tne* ixiy beloved Annot !<^eave thi$ 

l^eii^ of terrp^f .^ii^ .<Jang<?r-|{0 wi^U^f^ 

MS 
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* * * \ 

to Kintail— I will place you in the house 
of the noble Lady of Seaforth— or you shaH 
be removed in safety to Icolmkill, where 
some women yet devote themselves to the 
worship of God, after the custom of our 
ancestors/' 

^* You consider not what you ask of 
me,** replied Annot j "'to undertake such a 
journey under your sole guardianshijJ, were 
to shew me less scrupulous than maiden 
ought. I will remain here, Allan — here un- 
der the protection of the noble Montrose ; 
and when his motions next approach the 
Lowlands, I will contrive some proper 
means to relieve you of one, who has, she 
knows not how, become an object of dis- 
like to you.** 

Allan stood as^ if uncertain whether to 
give way to sympathy with her distress, or 
'to anger at her resistance* 

^ Annot,** he said, " you know too well 

hoW little your words apply to my feelings 

towards you — ^but you availyourself of your 

'power, and you rejoice in tny departuf^, ik 
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removing a spy upon your intercourse with 
Menteith. But beware both of you/' he 
added, in a stern tone ; ^< for when was it 
ever heard that an injury was offered to 
Allan M'Aulay, for which he exaoted not 
tenfold vengeance!'* 

So saying, he pressed her arm forcibly, 
pulled tbe.bonnet over his brows, and strode 
out of the apartment ^ 



• u 
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CHAPTER XIIL 



%' I 



Aiter joa'te gpiae, 



I grew aoquainted with my lieart, and seardi^ ' 
What ttiir'd it 80.— ^Alas f I IbvBd It loiOB. 
Yet ftr firom lost, for could I but have lived 
hk pieaeiioe of yoa^ I had had my end. 

PHIULtTBB. 

ANNor Ltls had now to contemplftfe 
the terrible gulph which Allan M'Aiilay's 
open declaration of love and jealousy had 
made to open around her. It seeni^d as if 
she was tottering oa the very brink of de- 
struction, and was at once deprived of 
every refuge, and of all hunian assist^pce. 
She had lorig been conscious that she loved 
Menteith dearer than a brpther; indeed, 
how could it be otherwise, considering 
Iheir early intimacy, — the personal iQerit 
of the young nobleman^ — his assiduiMis at* 
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tentton9yw«^9d hk infinite supiefiirc^y in 
gentlenefis ef <4ispositfcm) and grace of man* 
ners, over the race of rude warriors with 
whom she lived ? But her affection was of 
that quiet, timid^ meditative character, 
which sought rather a reflected share in the 
happiness of the beloved object, than form- 
ed moi$ prj&samptiuous or daring hopes. A 
little Gaelic song, in which she expressed 
her feelings, has been translated by the in- 
^niot)^.,^nd unhappy Alexander M'Dp* 
liaid; aod we willingly transcribe the 
li«ieff>r-- 

Wer't thou, like me, in life's low vale, 

With thee hovr blest, that lot I'd share } 
If^li^thee I'd fly wliorever gale ' 
, Could nraft, or bQuodUig |plley bear. 
^ But parted by severe decree. 

Far different must our fortunes prove ; 
' May thine be joy — enough for' me 
To weep and pray for him I love* 



* 






4 



The pangs this foolish heart must feelf 
When hope shall be for ever flown» 

Kb sullen murmur shall reveal, 
Kir AcHsh musuuvs evtf osnu 
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Nor wA I diroQgh li^'t wnrj yetii» 
Like a pde drooping moiinier moiw^ 

While I can think my secret tears 
May wound the heart of him I love. 

' The furious declaration of Allan had de- 
stroyed the romantic plan which she had 
formed^ of nursing in secret her pensive 
tenderness, without seeking any other te- 
quitaK Long before this, she had dreaded 
^jffllan, as much as gratitude, and a sense 

that he softened towards her a temper sA 

• 

-haughty and so violent, could pemrit heY 
to do ; but now she regarded him with un- 
alloyed terror, which a perfect knoiT^edge 
of his disposition, and of his preceding his- 
tory, too well authorised her to entertain. 
Whatever was in other respects the noble- 
ness of his disposition, he had never been 
known to resist the wilfulness of pas»6n,-~ 
he walked in the house, and in the Coulitry 
of his fathers, like a tamed lion, whom lio 
one dared to contradict, lest they should 
awaken his natural vehemence of pi^ob. 
So many years had elapsed sisdHhe httd 
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experienced contradiction, or even expot- 
tulation, that probably nothing but the 
strong good sense, which, on all points, 
his mysticism excepted, formed the ground 
o^ his character, prevented his proving an 
annoyance and terror to the whole neigh- 
bourhood. But Annot had no time to dwell 
u()OBi her fears, being interrupted by the en- 
trance of Sir Dugald Dalgetty. 

It may well be supposed, that the scenes 
in which this person had passed his former 
Jife, had not much calculated him to shioe 
iO: female society. He himself felt a sort 
of consciousness that the language of the 
barrack, guard-room, and parade, was not 
proper to entertain ladies. The only peace- 
fyl' part of his life had been spent at Mar^- 
achal College, Aberdeen } and he had fyf*- 
got the little he liad learned there, ex« 
^Mpt the arts of darning his own hose, and 
dispatdiing his commons with unusual ce- 
lerity, both whkh arts had since been kept 
m good exercise by the necessity of fre- 
quent practice* Still it was from an im- 
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.^fect recollection of what be had acqiri|:<d 
4uring this pacific period, that he drevrbis 
IPOUrces of conversation when in company 
with women; in other words, his language 
became pedantic wh^n it ceased to be mi- 
Ktary. 

** Mistress Annot Lyle,'* said he, upon ^ 
present occa^on, " I am just.niovy like the 
half-pike, or ppontooo of Achilles, one end 
of which could wound, and the other cure 
*-r^ pr/Qperty belonging neither to SpanjA 
pike, brpwnrbill, partizan, halbert, Loob- 
aber-axe, or any other modem staff weapon 
' Wjhatever.'' , -] - 

This compliment he repeated tvyiee; :%ilt 
:f% Annot scarce heard him the first tiflit, 
. uttd did not comprehend Him' the second, 
.•he was obliged to explain. 

J «' J mean," he saidi, f' Mistress AlMMt 

' Ljle, that haviiig beien (he means of sm-lK)- 

DoCirable knight receivisg a severe wo«tod 

in Ihis day's conflict,<*-'he hav iog pistoUedy 

.f omewbat against the law of anns^ mytipme, 

.vhich was named after the ;imm0rtal fiiog 



of : 8«ttdeQ<-f«I am d«irou> of procwritg 
him such soIa<:iemfii>t.iis.y.Qu« madam, cj||i 
«ittpply^ you being tike the hciiathen god 
Bs.euIapiU9t (meaning, possibly ApoUoti) 
j^kilful not only in song an<i in music, biit 
in the more noble art of chirurgery-^-ojij/^ 

* *^ in you would have the goodness to e^- 
pliiin,/ said Annot* too ^ck at heart iob€ 
amused by Sir Dugsdd's airs of pedatiUc 
gallant ry» 

.. *« That, madam/' replied thq knight, 

^ m/ay not b$ 90 easy, qs I am out of thf 

baUit of construing — ^^but we shall try. jptf- 

>«ir» supply^ — I,ain;GaUed. — Opi^rf e^ 

Jkrt^l ceiiftea)ber:^^iig/fer vl\^ Jw-ii^ferrTr 

but \ believe €»pi/^r stands in this ^lao0 f0r 

M. IX, that is Doctor of Pliy^i^/' . . . 

r <« This h a; busy day v^ith ua aU>" said 

Annot } ^ will yoai aay it qoc^ wh^l y4W 

MVA with me i" 

•« Merely," replied Sir Oi«gal.d„ *• that 
jroo will visit my br^h^r knight, ^4 ict 
jroar maiden bring son^ H^qdi^awscits for 
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bis wound, which threatens to be what the 
letf ned call a damnum fittale.^ 

Annot Lyle never lingered in the cause 
of humanity* She informed herself hastily 
ci the nature of the injury, and interesting 
berjself for the dignified old chief whom she 
had seen at Darlinvarach, and whose pre- 
sence had so much struck her, she hasten- 
ed to lose the sense of her own sorrow for 
a time, in the attempt to be useful to ano- 
ther. 

Sir Ddgald with great form ushered An- 
not Lyle. to the chamber of her patient, in 
which, to her surprise, she found Lord 
Menteith. She could not help blushing 
deeply at the meeting, but to hide her con- 
fusion, proceeded instantly to examine the 
wound .of the Knight of Ardenvohr, and 
easily satisfied herself that it was beyond 
4ier ^ill to cure it ; as for Sir Dugald, he 
cetumed to a large out-house, on the floor 
of whidi, among other wounded men, was 
deposited the person of Ranald of the Mist 

*« Mine old friend,'* said the Knight, " as 
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I told you before, I would willingly do 
anything to pleasure you, in return for the 
wound you have received, while under my 
safe conduct I have, therefore, accord*- 
ing to your earnest request, sent Mrs An* 
not Lyle to attend upon the wound of the 
Knight of Ardenvohr, though wherein her 
doing so should benefit you, I cannot ima- 
gine. — I think you once spoke of some blood 
relationship between them; but a solda-^ 
do, in command and charge like me, has 
other things to trouble his head with than 
Highland genealogies.'* ■ 

And indeed, to do the worthy Major 
justice, he never enquired after, listened to^ 
or recollected the business of other people, 
unless it either related to the art military, 
or was somehow or other connected witK 
his own interest, in either of which cases 
his memory was very tenacious. 

^* And now, my good friend of the Mist^"* 
said he, ** can you tell me what has become 
of your hopeful grandson, as I have not 
seen him since he assisted me to disarm 
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Mler the apUan, a negligence iwhich id^th 
veth. the strapado." 

. f*. He is not far frora hence/* said; the 
Wpunded outlaw—" lift not your hand upon 
him, fer be is man enough to pay a yard 
of Jeathern scourge with a foot of tenoper- 
ed steel." 

. «* A most improper vaunt,-' said Sir Du- 

gald ; " but I owe you some* favours, Rj^ 

nahd^. and therefore sliall let it pass," * ' 

^ And if you tliinkyou owe me anything/ 

s^ the outlaw, <* it is in yoXw power to rer 

quite me by granting me a boon/* 

, :^*%Friend Ranald/*- answered Dalgetty, 
*;.! have read of these boons in silly story* 
books, whereby simple knights were drawq 
into engagements to their great prejudicd} 
wherefore, Ranald, the more pra4ent 
knights of this day nevQr promise any** 
thing until they know that they ma^y keep 
lh|(?^r word anent the premises, withorit 
myr displeasure qr incommodemen.t- tQ 
^{^emsflvie^ It may bey you would havi; 
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ssie. engage the female chirurgeon to visit 
ybur wound ; though you ought to coh- 
fttder, Ranald) that the uncleanness of the 
place where you are deposited may'some- 
what soil the gaiety other garments, con- 
cernlng the preservation of which, you nxay 
have observed, women are apt to be inor- 
dinately solicitous. I lost the favour of 
the lady of the Grand Pensionary of Am- 
•terdam, by touching with the sole of' my 
boot the train of her black velvet gown, 
which I mistook for a foot-cloth, it being 
half the room distant from her person.'* 

" It is not to briqg Annot L) le hither,** 
answered MacEagh, "but to transport me 
into the room where she is in attendlsmce 
up on the Knight of Ardenvbhr. Some- 
what I have to say of the last consequence 
ta them both." i 

. ** Jt is something out of the order of 
dueprecedence," said Dalgetty, ** to carry 
a wounded outlaw into the presence of a 
ki^bt; knighthood having been of yore, 
and being, in some respects^ still, the high. 
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eat military grade, independent always of 
commissioned officers, who rank according 
to their patents; nevertheless, as your boon, 
as you call it, is so slight, I shall not deny 
compliance with the same." So saying, he 
ordered three files of men to transport Mac- 
Eagh on their shoulders to Sir Duncan 
Campbell's apartment, and he himself hast- 
ened before to announce the cause of his 
being brought there. But such was the 
activity of the soldiers employed, that they 
ifollowed him close at the heels, and, enter- 
ing with their ghastly burthen, laid Mac- 
£agh on the floor of the apartment. His 
features, naturally wild, were now distorted 
by pain ; his hands and scanty garments 
atained with his own blood, and those of 
others, which no kind hand had wiped 
away, although the wound in his side liad 
been secured by a bandage. 

** Are you,** he said, raising his head pain- 
fully towards the couch where lay stretcfhed 
)iis late antagonist, << he whom men call 
the Knight of Ardenvohr ?'* ••* 
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«« The same/' answered Sir Duncan^— «- 
*< what would you with one whose hoiirs 
are now numbered ?'' 

" My hours are reduced to minutes^" 
said the outlaw ; ** the more grace^ if I be- 
stow them in the service of one, whose 
hand has ever been against me» as mine 
has been raised higher against him/' 

^* Thine higher against me! — Crushed 
worm I" said the knight, looking down on 
bis miserable adversary. 

" Yes,** answered the outlaw, is a firm 
voice, ^* my arm hath been highest ; .the 
wounds I have dealt have been deepest, 
though thine have neither been idle nor 
unfelt— I am Ranald MacEagh— •! am 
Ranald of the Mist — the night that I gave 
thy castle to the winds in one huge blaze of 
fire, is now matched with the day in which 
you have fallen under the sword of my« fa- 
thers.— 'Remember the injuries thou hast 
done our tribe— never were such inJ9icted» 
99kv^ by OM, beside thee* He, they say, is 
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fttcd and secure ajjalfiist oufi?^g»iilc#-^ 

• » 

tfiort time will shew." ' 

•* My Lord Menteith,* said Sir Dllilifliil, 

r 

wising himself out of hh bed, ** iHfe is a 
proclaimed viHain^ at once the ^tH^inj^'^f 
Xing ^d Pcirliament, of God ifod* taUH- 
tjne of the outlawed banditti of tJie HRnt^ 
alike the enemy of your hdu^e, '^ttf Klfe 
*M*Aid{^ys, and of mine. I ti ustydu'^Hl 
not suffer moments, which irt'ptrlittp^mj 
last, to be embittered by his barbal^tti 4ri- 
jmph.*' ' 

"He shall have the treatm^eht he mfiMiS'' 
^•aid IMehteith j ** let him be irtstantff YIB- 
tuoved," — 

Sir D ugald here interposed, aiidnpolte of 
Jtatiald's services as a guide, antf hli^^Wn 
pledge for his safety; butthe Wgtf Mrth 
tones of ihe outlaw drowned his v6ft*e.' 

*• No/' said he, ** be rack and ^'Wfel^'e 

word J let me wither between hieSVfcti^irnd 

v^rtb, and gorge the hawks and* fcfijglW of 

"Ben Nevis r and so* shsH tMA* lftkufe% 

Knight, and this triumphant Thane, never 

4 



JMaai^v^MCKet I alMe cMk impurt; a ae* 
ctet wAddi wDuid make Ardenvobr's beact 
J#fll^ rH |th yyjTy were be ia tht detith agoAy^ 
ai«I>'M}ieb dbye fiatl 9f Meoteith would pur- 
(fbMM&:Mt tloB *prfC€ of his broad eaFldom.-^ 
Cii wm JtiiJiBT, Anaofc Lyle,^ he said> raish^ 
yMetf wkb uaexpeoted strea^b ; «< fear 
fU9t the sigbk o£ him to whom thou bast 
cl^^ in infancy. Tell these proud mca, 
wb9- disdain tbee as the issue 6f mine an** 
a^ent jafte» that thou art no Uood of ours 
-*^IK> ilaughter oftbe^Facecf the Mist, but 
lipm IB halls as iordly, and cradled on 
oofpfBh asaoft, as ever soothed infancy ifk 
their proudest ps^oes*'* 

^Jmihe name of God^** said Meateith, 
trembling with emotion^ *^ if you know 
aiB^ht of tke birfeb 4x£ tkia lady, do th^ con. 
amfBOo thfi justice ta disburden it of the 
a^onet beftore dqnriing firom this wMid !^ 

H And bfesa. my raemias with my dyipg 
l>W«tfii" saidr MaeE^h, looking at kirn 
aaligfiBiitly.*-^^ i^ueh are tbe maxims your 



do you practice them ? LiCt me know ftst 
the worth .of my secret ere I pwt vitli i^r- 
What would you givCt Knight of Afdm^ 
vobr, to know that your soperfttttovs^^ftfti^ 
have been vain, and thtrt there stiU remaiiit 
a descendant of your house ?-^ pause fdt 
an answer — ^without it» I speak not om 
word more." 

. ^< I could," said Sir Dancan* his vfioe 
struggling between the emotionsi pf diHib^ 
hatred, and anxiety----^^ I ccmld-~lmt > that 
I know tby race are like the Great EBejiiy> 
liars and murtherers from the ItfginyT^' 
but could it be true thou tallest m^ I could 
almost fi^give thee the injuries tfaoci tuist 
done me.** 

. << Hear it I" said Ranald ; ^ he bath ipta- 
gered deeply for a son of D^rmid-^^'-Aiid 
youy gentle Thane<~the report of the.i^i|iB^ 
says, that you would purchase with lift wad 
lands the tidings that Annot L^le was^io 
daughter of proscription, but of a jhiqs jno* 
l)le in your estimation as your own-^^^^-Well 
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—It in for no love I tefl you — The time 
has been that I would have exchanged this' 
Secret kgaihst liberty, 1 am now bartering 
it fbr what is dearer than Kbeity or Kfe, — 
Anttot'Lyl^ is the youogestt the sole sor« 
vJWng chiM of -the Knight of Ardenvohr, 
who alone was saved when all in his halls 
besides^ was given to blood and ashes."* 

^ Gan this man speak truth ?" said An- 
n6t Xyle, sckrce knowing what she said ; 
'< or is this some strange delusidn ?^ 

^ Mait^/* replied Rataald, «♦ hadst thou 
dw^H longer with us, thou wouldst have 
better leami to know to distinguish the 
accents of truth. To that Saxon lord, and 
to the lEnight of Ardenvohr, I will yield 
such prodfs of what I have spoken, that in- 
credulity ii^all stand convinced. Mean- 
time withdraw — I loved thine infancy, I 
Itatenbt thy'ybuth — no eye hates the rose 
in its blossom, though it groweth upon a 
thorn, and for thee only do I something 
re^et what is soon to follow. But be that 
wotrid avenge him of his foe must not reck 
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thoQgti the gufltteu be tngdged in the 
ruin.*' 

^ He advises weilv Annot," said JLord 
Menteith ; *^ in 6od*s same retire 1 if~if 
there be aught in this^ your meeting witk 
Sir Duncaa must be more prepared for botk 
your sakes.'* 

'< I will not part from my father, if I 
have found one i** said Annot-^** I viU 
n#t part from Idm under circumstances so 
terrible." 

<< And a father you shall evec find ia 
me/' murmured Sir Duncan^ 

" Then,^ said Menteith, *• 1 will have 
MacEs^h removed into an adjacent apart- 
ment, and will collect the evidence of hfs 
tale myself. Sir Dugald Dalgetty will give 
me his attendance and assistanee.'' 

<^ With pleasure my lord,** answered Sir 
Dugald* — ** I will he ]^ur consessor, or 
assessor— either or both. No one can be so 
fit, for I had heard the whole story a month 
ago at Inverara castle — but onslaughts like 
that of Ardenvohr confuse each other ia 
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my memory, ivhich is besides occupied with 
matters of more importance." 

Upon hearing this frank declaration, 
which was made as the)[ left the apartment 
.with the wounded man. Lord Menteith 
darted upon Dalgetty a look of extreme 
anger and disdain, to which the self-con- 
ceit of the worthy commander rendered 
bim totally insensible* 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

I tm M free m uUure fint lasde mao. 
Ere the baie lews of fervitude bqpm. 
When wild in woods the noble savage ran. 

Conqueii vfOrmtmdt, 

m 

The Earl of Menteith as he had itnder- 
taken, so he proceeded to investigate more 
closely the story told by RanaFd of ^ 
Misty which was corroborated by the exa- 
roination of his two followers, who had as- 
sisted in the capacity of guides. The«e de- 
clarations be carefully compared with such 
circumstances concerning the destruction 
of his castle and family as Sir Duncan 
Campbell was able to supply i and it may 
be supposed he had forgotten nothing re^ 
lating to an event of such terrific impOTt^ 
ance. It was ol* the last consequence to. 
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prove that this was no invention of the 
outlaw's, for the purpose of passing an itib- 
postor as the child and heiress of Ard^n- 
vohr. 

Perhaps Menteith, so much interested 
in believing the tale, was not altogether 
the fittest person to be entrusted with the 
investigation of its truth} but the exa- 
minations of the Children of the Mist were 
simplei accur^tei and in all respects consis* 
tent with each other, A personal mkrk 
was referred to^ which was known to have 
beea borne by the infant child of Sir Dun* 
can, and which appeared on the lefl shoul- 
der of Annot Lyle* It was also well re- 
memberedi that when the miserable relics 
of the other children had been collected, 
those of the infant had no where been 
found* Other circumstances of evidence, 
which it is unnecessary to quote, brought 
the fullest conviction not only to Menteith, 
but to the unprejudiced mind of Montrose, 
that in Annot Lyle, a humble dependant, 
distinguished only by beauty and talent. 
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they were in futiure to raopect tfae heire^ of 
Ardenvohr. 

While Menteith htitened to commuBi- 
Gate the result of these enquiries to the p6r« 
WHS most iaterestedt the outlaw demand- 
ed to speak with bis grandehild, wbotn he 
miially called his son. 

^ He would be found,** he said> ** in the 
outer apartment, in which be himself btA 
been originally jdeposited.^ 

Accordingly^ &e young savage, after a 
close searcby was found lurking in a tom^f 
coiled up among some rotten straw, and 
brought to his grandsire. 

•« Kennetht'* said the old outlaw; « hnst 
the last words c£ the sure of thy father < A 
Saxon soldier, and Allan of the Red-hand, 
left this camp within theie few hours^ to 
travel to the country of Caberfae. Pursue 
them as the blood-hound pursues the hurt 
deer— swim the lake — climb thp mountain 
..p^-thread the forest — tarry not until you join 
them ;" and then the countenance of the 
lad darkened as his grandfkthet* spc^ce, and 
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he laid his hand upon a knife which stuck 
in the thong of leather which confined his 
scanty plaid. " No," said the old manj •* it 
is Bot; by thy hand he must fall. They 
will ask the news from the camp — say to 
tbem that Annot Lyle of the Harp is dis- 
covered to be the daaghtei- of Duncan of 
Ardeiivohr ; that the Thane of Menteith is 
to wed her before the priest ; and that you 
are sent to bid guests to the bridal. Tarry 
not their answer, but vanish like the light- 
ning when the black cloud swallows it. — 
And now depart, beloved son of my best 
beloved ! I shall never more see thy face. 
Am hear the light sound of thy footstep—- 
yet tarry an instant and hear my last charge 
-^remember the fete of our race, and quit 
not the ancient manncirs of the Children of 
the Mist. We are now a straggling hand- 
fu), driven from every vale by the sword of 
ef^ery clan, who rule in the possessions where 
their forefathers hewed the wood, and drew 
the water to ours. But in the tnicRet of 
the wilderness, and in the mist of tne moun- 

n2 ' 
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tain, Kenneth, son of £rorcbt» keep thou 
unsoil'd the freedom which I leave theo ^s 
a birth*righL Barter it not neither for the 
rich garment, nor for the stone fifo^^s^^ 
for the covered board, nor for the couch of 
down — on the rock, or in the valient. U^ 
abundance or in famine— in the leafy sum- 
mer, and in the days of the iron winter-^r*. 
Son of the Mist ! be free aa thy forefat^rs. 
Own no lord — receive no law—- take no hire. 
— ^give no stipend — build no hut — ^inoloae 
no pasture — sow no grain ; — let th^ deer^f 
die mountain he thy flocks and herdsr— if 
these fail the<e, prey upon the.gopd^ of, our 
oppressors-^-^f th^ Saxons,, and of tli^ Q^i^l 
\\ ho are Saxons in their souls, valuing hei^ 
and flocks more than honour and fcoedoiB. 
Well for us that they do 80«-4t iifforda 
the broader scope for our revengec Jlj> 
member tnose who have done kiq4iie8S tp» 
our race, and pay their services wi^i Aby 
blood, should the hour require iU .Jjf^A 
Mac Ian shall come to thee witi) the Ji^ef^ 
of the king's son in his band, ah^lt^r hi*), 
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though the avenging army of the father 
were behind hicn ; for in Glencoe and Ard^ 
naoQurchan, we have dwelt in peace in the 
^eiars that have gone hy. The sons of 
Diartnid — the race of Darnlinvarach — the 
Hders of Menteith — ^my curse on thy head, 
Child of the Mist, if thou spare one of 
those names, when the time shall offer for 
cutting them off !^ and it will come anon, for 
their own sWords shall devour each other, 
iand those who are scattered shall fly to the 
l^it, and perish by its Children. Once 
more, begone— shake the dust from thy 
ftet against the habitations of men, whether 
banded together for peace or for war. Fare-^ 
vreB!f beloved! and may'st thou die like 
thy ibrefathers, ere infirmity, disease, or 
age shall break thy spirit— --begone !--*be« 
gone t-^ive free— requitekindness — avenge 
the injuries of thy race.** 
*^ -The young savage stooped, and kissed the 
brow of his dying parent; but accustomed 
ftom infancy to suppress every exterior 
s?gn of emotioh, he parted without tear or 
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adieu, and was soon far beyond the limito 
of Montrose's camp. 

Sir Dugald Dalg^tty, who was* present 
during the latter part of this scene^ Wd& 
very little edified by the conduct of Mao- 
£agh upon the occasion. ^ I- c/umfit^ 
think, my friejod Ranald," said he^ ^. that 
you are in the best possible road foiF .^ 
dying man. Storms, onslaughts;^ massaicfi^ 
the burning of sdiiurbs, are a.saldi^#s daily 
work, and are justified hy the necessity ofithe 
case, seeing that they are dope in the couxne 
of duty ; for burning of suburbs, i&parliciif 
lar» it may be said that they are txaitofs sm4 
cutthroats to all fortified towosw H^Ke j^t 
is plain, that a soldier is a profi^siQii p«ci^ 
liarly favoured by Heaven, seeing tbat.jiie 
may hope for salvation, although* we ;daily 
commit actions of so great violence... JS^it 
then, Ranald, in all service^ of JBu^ifie, it 
is the custom of the dying soldier , Oft; id 
vaunt him of such doings^ or tOtkeQ^mf 
mend them to bis fellows } but, pp^l^e ^9^ 
trary, to express contritioo for H^^^^ipjffp 
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and ta repeat^ ch* have repeated to him, 
u^me comfortable flayer; which, if you 
pleme, I will intercede with his Excellen- 
cy's chaplain to prefer on your account 
It » otherwise no point of my duty to put 
you in mind of those things ; only it may 
be for the ease of your conscience to depart 
more like a Christian, and less like a( Turk, 
than you seem to be in a fair way of doing.^' 
The only answer of the dying man^for 
as^ such. Ranald MacEagfa might now be 
considered) — was a request to be raised to 
^uch a position thafc he might obtain a view 
from the window of the Cattle. The deep 
frost mist which had long settled Upon the 
top of the mountains, was nojw rolling 
down eacU rugged glen and gully, where 
the craggy ridges shewed their black and 
irrjegular outliufe, like desert islands rising 
above the ocean of vapour* ^\ Spirit of the 
.Mist!*" said Ranald MacEagh, '^called by our 
raoe oiir father, and our preserver — ^receive 
ipjb» ;^^y t^diemade of clouds, when this 
pang is over, bsm whom in life thou hast so 
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often sheltered.** So ssrnng, he sunk back 
into the lu-ms of those who upheld him^ 
spoke no further word, but turned his face 
to the waill for a short space. 

«« I believe,** said Dalgetty, «< my friend 
Ranald will be found in his heart U> be 
little better than a heathen.'* And he re- 
newed his proposal to procure him the as- 
sistanee of Dr Wisheart, Montrose*^ milftarjr 
chaplain ; <* a man,** said Sir Dugatd, ^ very 
clever in his exercise, and who will do exe- 
cution on your sins in less time thtfil I 
could smoke a pipe of tobacco.** 

" Saxon,** said the dying man, «* dpeak 
to me no more of thy priest — I die cen- 
tented. Hadst thou ever an enemy against 
whom weapons were of no avail — whom 
the ball missed, and against whom the 'nr* 
row shivered,— -and whose bare skin was as 
impenetrable to sword and dirk as thy steel 
garment ?-^Heard8t thou ever of such a^ 
foe.?** '•• 

" Very frequently, when I servedte €fer- 
maoy,** replied Sir Dugald. «* %wewas 

a 
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S0ch a fellow at Ingolstadt ; he was proof 
both against lead and steel. The soldie» 
killed him mth the batts of their muskets,^ 
<< Tills impassible foe^" said Ranald^ 
without regarding the Major's interrupt 
tk>iiy ^ who has the blood dearest to me 
upon his hands — ^to this man I have now 
bequeathed agony of mind, jealousy, dis* 
«paif, and sodden death,~-or a life more 
miserable than death itself. Such shall be 
the lot of Allan of the Red-hand, when he 
learaa that Annot weds Menteith ; and I 
ask no more than the certainty that it is 
10, to sweeten my own bloody end by hi> 

hand'* 

<< If that be the case,** said the Major, 
<« there's no more to be said $ but I shall 
take eare as few people see you as possible, 
for I cannot think your mpde of departure 
c^n be at all creditable or exemplary to a 
Qiristian army.'' So saying, he left the 
apartment, and the son of the Mist soon 
jliter breathed his last. 

Menteith, in the meanwhile, leaving the 
new-found relations to their mutual feel* 
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ings of mingled crootioo, was eagerly difr» 
cusiing with Montrose the consequences of 
this discovery. ** I sbcmld aow see," said 
the Marquisy <^ even had I not before eb^ 
served that your interest in this discovq|F^ 
my dear Menteith, has no small reference; 
to your own happiness. You love tbis: 
new-found ladyj — ^your affection is retun^ 
ed« In point of birth, no eisc^timis cm 
be made y in evety other reapeot, ber ad* 
vantages are equal to those which ywk 
yourself possess — ^think, however, aim^ 
ment. Sir Duncan is a fanatio~PresbjF* 
terian at least-— in »ms agaii^t the Kingt} 
he is only with us in the quality of a ptk^ 
soner, and we are, I fear, but at tbe eon- 
mencement of a long civil witr. Is tihit a 
time, think you, Menteith, for you to make 
proposals for his heiress ? Qr what ql^nce 
is there that he will now listen to it ?'^ 
. Passion, an ingenious, as well as an elp^- 
quent advocate, supplied tbe young «oble- 
man with a thousand answers to these ob^ 
jections. He reminded Montrose that the 
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Knight of ikrdenvobr was neither a bigot 
ia palitk» nor religion* He urged hisf own 
known and prcwed zeal fof the royal cause, 
and Mated that its^nfltienee might be ex^ 
tonded and strengthened bj hit wedding 
abe heiress of Arden vohr. He pleaded the 
dangerous state of Sir Dunoan*s wound, 
the nsk which must be run by iluftring 
the young lady to be carried into the coun* 
try of the Campbells, wherei in case of her 
father's deatib, or continued indhpo^ticm, 
she must necessarily be placed under the 
guardianship of Argyle, an event fatal to 
Ua (Menteith'a) hopes, uinless he coaM 
stoop to ptrrohaae his fkvour by abandtfAing 
^e King's party. 

Montrose allowed the force of these ar« 
gnmenta, and owned, althoi:^h the matter 
was attended with difficulty, yet it seem* 
ed consistent with the King^s service that it 
should be concluded as speedily as possible. 

** I could wish,** said he, •Mhst it were all 
settled in one way or another, and that this 
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BriseU wtte reoioved frottt ottf camp^ 
before the return of our Achilks, J^A»n 
M<Attlay««-^I fear scmic fattd feud in that 
quitrter» Meiit«ith«-<«iid I belief e lA* would 
be fbeit that Sir Duncan be diemiiMd on 
his parolei and that you accocnpany hi» 
and bit daughter as his escort Hie j(Mr- 
ney can be iMde chiefiy.hy wateri so wiM 
fiot greatly incommode his wouad»4^4aid 
your own, my frtendi will be an honour»- 
ble excuse for the ab^nce qf <oin6 time 
from my camp/' 

«< Never/' said Menteith. ** Were I to 
forfeit the very hope that has so lately dawo- 
ed upon me, never wUl I leave your Exeek 
lency's camp while the royal sfandard h 
displayed. I shoidd deserve that tiiis trif- 
ling scratch should gangrene and eomuose 
my swcHrd aroOf were I capable of boldkig 
it as an excuse for absence at this crisis of 
the King's affiiirs«" 

«* On this then you sre d^rtermined ?* 
said Mentfoset 
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<< As fixed as Ben-Nevis/' said the young 

/^#i You must theD^*^ said Montrose, « lose 
no time in seeking an explanation with the 
Knight of Ardenvohn If this prove fa- 
vouriM>le» I will talk myself with the dder 
M^Aulay, and we will devise means to em- 
ploy his brother at a distance from the 
aimy until he shall be reconciled to his 
present disappointment. Would to Gdd 
aoaaeirisioQ would descend upon^ his ima- 
gination fair enough to obliterate all tniees 

. of Annot Lyle ! TfaiBit perhaps you think 
tmposrible, Menteith ? — Well, each to his 
service ; you to that of Cupid, and I to 
that of Mars.'' 

: They parted, and in pursuance of the^ 
aebeme arranged, Menteith, early on the 
ensuing morning, sought a private inter* 
view with the wounded Knight of Arden- 
vohr, and communicated to him his suit for 
the hand of his daughter* Of their mutual 
Attachment Sir Duncan was aware, but he 
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was not prepared for so early a declaration 
on the part of Menteith. He said, at first, 
that be had already, perhaps, indulged too 
ttiuch in feelings of personal happiness, at 
a time when bis clan had sustained so great 
a loss and humiliation, and that he was un- 
willing, therefore, farther to consider the 
advancement of his own hou^e at a period 
so calamitous. On the more urgent suit 
of the noble lover, he requested a few hour» 
to deliberate and consult with his daughter 
upon a question so highly important. 

The result of this interview and delibe- 
ration was favourable to Menteith, Sir 
Duncan Campbell became fully sensiblto^ 
that the happiness of his new-found daugh- 
ter depended upon a union with her lover ; 
and unless such was now formed, be iaw 
that Argyle would throw a thousand ob« 
stacks in the way of a match in every re^ 
spect acceptable to himself. Menteith's pri- 
vate character was so excellent, and such 
was the rank and consideration due to his 
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fortune and faxpily^ tiiat tfapy outbalancei^, 
in Sir Duncan's opinion^ tbe di&rence 19 
^ their political €^inion9« Nor could he hav^ 
resolved^ perhaps, had hi^ own opinion of 
the match been leas favourable^ to declinp 
an opportuni^ of indulging the new-found 
child of his hopes. There was, besides, a 
feeling of pride which dictated his deter- 
mination. To produce the Heiress of Ar- 
denvohr to the world as one who had been 
educated a poor dependant and ipusician 
in the family of Patnli^varacb, had some- 
thing in H that was humiliating. To intro- 
duce her as the betrothed bride, or wedded 
wife, of the Earl of Menteith, upon an at- 
tachment formed during her obscurity, was 
a warrant to the world that she had at all 
limes been worthy of the rank to which 
she was elevated. 

It was under the influence of these con- 
siderations that Sir Duncan Campbell an- 
nounced to the lovers his consent that they 
should be married in the chapel of the 
Castle, by Montrose's chaplain, and as pri- 
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lately as possible. But when Montrose 
fthotild break up from Inverlochy, for which 
^orders were expected in the course of a 
very few days, it was agreed that the young 
Countess should depart with her father to 
his castle, and remain there until the cir- 
cumstances of the nation permitted Men- 
teith to retire with hcmour from his present 
military employment. His resolution being 
once taken, Sir Duncan Campbell would 
not permit the maidenly scruples of hit 
daughter to delay its execution ; audit was 
therefore resolved that the bridal shotdd 
take place upon the next evening, being 
the second after the battle. 
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tJHAPTER XV. 

Mf BMid^-wy blue-eyed mMoA, ht bore awty^ 
!>«• ta Um( toils of maiir a bliodj duf. 



It was neceasary» for many i^Basons^ that 
Angus M^Aulay, so long the kind protect* 
or of Annot Lyle, should be made acquaint- 
•ed with the change in the fwtunes of his 
late protegee ; and Montrose, as he had un- 
dertaken, communicated to him these, re- 
markable events. With the eareless and 
efaeerfttl indifference of his character, he 
expressed much more joy than wonder at 
Annot's good fortune ; had no doubt what* 
ever she would merit it, and as she had al« 
ways been bred in loyal principles, would 
oonvey the whole estate of her grim fana- 
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tical father to some honest fellow who lo- 
ved the king. *^ I should have no objec- 
tion that my brother Allan tried his chance," 
added he, ** notwithstanding that Sir Dun- 
can Campbell was the only man who ever 
charged Darlinvarach with inhospitality. 
Annot Lyle could always charm Allan out 
of the suUeos, and who knows whether 
matrimony laight not make him more a 
man of this world ?" 

Montrose hastened to interrupt the pro- 
gress of hi$ castle-building, by informing 
him that th^ lady was already wooad and 
won, and, with her father's approbatiiH), was 
almost immediately tip be wedded to his 
kinsman, the Earl of Menteith ; and tfaat^ 
in testimony of the high respect due to M'« 
Ai)]ay, $0 long the lady's proteoto!', he vat 
now to request his presence al; the eere* 
mony. M*Aulay looked very grave at this 
intifwatiQn, and dre^F up.haa pennon with the 
air of one who thought that be had been 
Deselected* 

«« Bfi con<:eKr«d," be said, ♦* thafe his.Ufii^ 
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foi'ai kiod treatment of the young kdy, 
while so many y^ars under his roof, re- 
quired somfething more upon such an occa- 
sioQ than a bare compliment of ceremony. 
He might/' he thought, ^^ without arro- 
gance, have expected to have been consult- 
ed* He wished his kinsman of Menteith 
well, no man could wish him better, but be 
must say he thought he had been hasty in 
this matter. Allan's sentiments towards 
the young lady had been pretty well un- 
deratpod, and he, for one, could not see 
why the superior pretensions which he had 
upon her gratitude should have been set 
aside^ witbout at least undergoing some 
previous discussion*'' 

]if ontrpse, seeing too well where all this 
pointed, entreated M^Aulay to be reason^i 
able, and tp consider what probability there 
was that the Knight of ArdenvcAr could 
be bro.ught to confer the hand bfl^s sole 
heiri^ upon Allan, whose ijnd^:iiable ex- 
<^eUent qtiali^s were mingled with others, 
by which ^ey were qverclouded in a man- 

VOJU IV. o 
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ner tiiat msde all tremble who approa^ 
ed himm 

^ My lordy" ntd Angus M^AuIay, ^< my 
bffother^ Allan has, as ^jod made us all, faults 
as 'Well as merits; but he is the best and 
bravest man of your army, be the other 
whahe may* and therefore ill- deserved that 
bis happiness should have been so little con- 
sulted • by your t£xcellence«--by hia own 
near kinsman-~and by a yoang person wha 
owes aU tO' him and to bis family.^ 

Montrose in vain endeavoured ta^piace 
the subject in a different view; this was 
the point in which Angus was deftnmaied 
to regard it, and he was a man of Ihat.eali- 
bre of understanding, who is incapable ef 
being convinced when he has once adopted 
a prejudice. Montrose 'now assumed a 
higher tdne, andcdied upon Angus to take 
care how be nourished aQy senttments 
which might be prejudicial to his Majesty's 
service. He pointed out to him, that he 
was peculiarly desirous that Allan's effiirts 
should not be interrupted in the course ef 

18 



A 1EG£KD OF MONTROSE. ^ j 

hyi present missioo. ^< A mkston," he said, 
<' highly honourable for himself, and likely 
to prove most advantageous to the King's 
^ause. He~ expected his brother would 
hold no commonication with him upon 
other subjects, nor stir up any cause of dis- 
sension, which might divert his mind from 
a. matter of such importance*'' 

Angus answered somewhat sulkily, that 
^ be was no make-bate, or stirrer up of 
quarrek; he would rather be a peace- 
maker. His brother knew as well^ most 
men how to resent his own quarreis — as for 
AUan's mode of receiving information, it 
was generally believed he had other sources 
than those of ordinary couriers. He ^ould 
not be surprised if th^ saw him sooner 
than. they expected.** 

A promise that he would not interfere, 
: was the farthest to which Montrose could 
bring this man, thoroughly good-tempered 
as he was on all ocoa»ons, save when his 
pride, interest, or prejudices were inter- 
fered with. And at, this point he was fain 
to leave the matter for the present. 
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A more willing guest at the bridal cere- 
mony, certainly a more willing attendant 
at the marriage feast, was to be expected 
in Sir Dugald Dalgetty, whom Montrose 
resolved to invite, as having been a confi- 
dant to the circumstances which preceded 
it. But even Sir Dugald hesitated, look- 
ed on the elbows of his doublet, and the 
knees of his leather breeches, and mum- 
Ued out a sort of reluctant acquiescence 
in tiie invitation, providing he should find 
it possible, after consulting with the noble 
t»idegrooffl. Montrose was somewhat sur- 
prised, but scorning to testify displeasure, 
ke left Sir Dugald to pursue his own course. 

This carried hiiia instantly to the cham- 
ber of the bridegroom, who, amidst the 
scanty wardrobe which his camp equipage 
afl^ded, was seeking for such articles as 
might appear to the best advantage upon 
the approaching occasion. Sir Dugald en- 
tered, and paid his complimeiits, with a 
very grave face, upon his approaching hap* 
pipess, MHiiicl^ be said, ^< he was v^ sorry 
he was prevented from witnessing.'' 
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<< In plain truth/' said he, «< I should but 
disgrace the ceremony, seeing that I lack 
ft bridal garment i rents, and open seams» 
and tatters at elbows in the apparel of the 
assistants, might presage a similar solution 
of continuity in your matrimonial happi<» 
ness — and to say truth, my lord, you youri- 
self must partly have the blame of this dis^ 
appointment, in respect you sent me upon 
a»foo?s errand to get a bufilcoat out of the 
booty taken by the Camerons, whereas you 
might as well have sent me to fetch a pound 
of fresh butter out of a black dog's throaty 
I had no answer, my lord, but brandished 
dirks and broad-swords, and a sort of growl* 
ing and jabbering in what they call their 
language ; for my part, I believe these 
Highlanders to be no better than absolute 
pagans, and have been much scandalized 
by the manner in which my acquaintance, 
Ranald MacEagh, was pleased to beat his 
final march, a little while since." 

In Menteith's state of niind, disposed to 
be pleased with every thing, and every 
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body, the grave complaint of Sir ]>ig&ld 
furnished additional amusement. He re- 
quested his acceptanee of a very handsome' 
buff-dress which was lying on the floor, -^l 
had intended it/* he saidi/^ for my own bri- 
dai-garment, as being the least formkf able 
of my warlike eqcipmentSi and I have here 
no peaceful dress.** 

Sir Dugald made the necessary apdlo*^ 
gies-— >would not by any means deprive-i^ 
Htk^ b6 forth) until it happily occurred td 
liim that it was much more according td 
military rule that the Earl should be mar* 
ried in his back and breastpieces, in^hich 
dress he had seen the bridegroom wear at 
the union of Prince Leo of Wittlefitoach with 
the youngest daughter of old George iVe- 
^erick, of Saxony, under the auspices of 

the gallant Gustavus Adolphus, the Lion 
^f the North, and so forth. Tliie good* 
natured young earl laughed, and acquies- 
ced; and thus haying secured at kast oafe 
nerry face at his bridal, he put on a }%ht 
iind ornamented ciurass, concelilcd partly 
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by & velvet coat, an^ partly by a^ broad blue 
«ilk scarfs which he wore over his shouldeft 
8|grwably to his rank and the fashion of the 
timeSi 

JBvery thing was now arrangedi and it 
bad been se ttledi thatt according to the cus* 
torn of the country the bride and brides 
groom should not again meet until they 
were before the altar. The hour had al- 
ready struck that summoned the bride* 
groom thither^ and he only awaited in a 
fwaU ante-ioom adjacent to the chapel, for 
4)he Marquis, who condescended to aet as 
pride's- man upon the occasion. Bosiness re^ 
Uting to the army having' suddenly requir- 
jed the Marquis's instant attention, Menteith 
waited his return, it may be supposed, ia 
some impatience ; and when he heard the 
ikMur of the apartment open, he said, laugh* 
imgt <^ You are late upoa parade." 

•* You wtU find I am too .early," said AU 
ian M^ Aulay, who burst into the apart- 
jsent. ^*Draw, Menteith, and defend youi^ 
j5£;I£like a^man,i>r die like, a dog !•' 
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** You are mad| Allan !" answered Meo-r 
teitb, astonished alike at his sudden ap- 
pearance and at the unutteraUe fury of his 
demeanour. His cheeks were livid — ids 
eyes started from their sockets — his lips 
were covered with foam, and his gestures 
were those of a demoniac. 

" You lie, traitor !" was his frantic reply 
— **you lie in that, as you lie in all yon 
have said to me. Your life is a lie !" 

«« Did I not speak my thoughts when I 
called you mad," saidMenteith, indignantly, 
** your own life were a brief one. In what 
do you charge me with deceiving you ?^ 

*« You told me,** answered M*Aulay, 
*« that you would not marry Annot Lyle i 
—False traitor ! — she now waits you at the 
altar." 

• •* It is you who speak false," retorted 
Menteith. " I told you the obscurity of 
her birth was the only bar to our union — 
that is now removed ; and whom do yoii 
think yourself that I should yield up my 
pretensions in your favour ?" 



« Draw then/' said M'AuIay j " we un- 
4erstaQd each other." 

^* Not now," said Mjenteith, " and xy^t 
here, AllaUi you know me well-^wait till 
tp-morrowy and you shall have fighting 
enough." 

" This hour— nthis instant — or never," 
^ns^ered M*Aulay. " Your triompb shall 
not go farther than the hour which is^stric-: 
ken. Menteith, J entreat you by our rela-. 
tionship — by our joint conflicts aud labours 
— draw your sword,, and defend your life !" 
As he spoke, he seized the Earl's hapd, 
and wrung it withsuch frantic e^rnestnees, 
that his grasp forced the blood to start un* 

m 

der the nails. Menteith threw him off with 
violence, exelaimiog, — ** Begonei ipad-, 
map !" . ' , 

*♦ Then, be the vision accomplished T : 
j»aid Allan ; and* drawing his dirki struck 
with his whole gigantic force at th^ Earl's ^ 
bo^m. The temper of the corslet threw, 
the, point of the weapon upwards, but.*. . 

o2 
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deep woUnd took place between tbe neck 
and shoulder ; and the force of the blotr 
prostrated the bridegroom on the flaof* 
Montrose entered atone side of the ante- 
room. The bridal eomppany, alarmed at the 
noise, were in equal apprehension and sur- 
prise ; but ere Montrose could almost see 
wbat had happened, Allan M'Aulay had 
rushed past him^ and descended the castle 
stairs Uke lightning* ^ Guards, shut the 
gate !'' exclaimed Montrose — ** Seize him 
— ^kill him, if he resists !~^He shall die if he 
were ray brother !*• 

But Allan prostrated, witli a second blojw 
of his dagger, a centinel who was upon 
duty — traversed the cainp lik^ a moantain- 
deer, though pursued by all wha ^caught 
the ala^ip-«-threw himself into the rivea-, 
and, swimming to the opposite side, was 
soim lost among the woods. Tn th6 course 
of the a^me evening, his brother Angus 
and his followers left Montrose's camp, and, 
taking the road homeward, never agi^in re- 
joined him. 
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' ^f Allan himself it is said, that, in a 
Wonderfully short space after the deed waa 
^eommitted, he burst into a room in the 
Castle of inverara, where Argyle was sit- 
ting in conncily uid flung joa the table his 
^Mdody dirk. 

<f Is it the blood of James Gtaiham f^ 
«said Argyle, a ghastly expression of hope 
mixing with the terror which the sudden 
apparition naturally excited. 

*< It is the blood of his million,'' answer* 
ed M^Aulay — *^ It ift blood which I was 
predestined to shed^ though I would ra« 
ther have spilt my own.** 

Having thus i^ken^ he turned and left . 
the castle, and from this moment nothing 
certain is known of his fate. As the boy 
Kenneth, with three of the Children ^f 
the Mist, were seen soon afterwards to 
across Lochiine, it is ^supposed they dog- 
ged his course^ and that he * perished 
by their hand in some obscure wilderness. 
jAinother opinion maintainsi that Allafi 
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M*AuIay*went aljroad, and died ^ oaonk 
of the Carthusian order. But nothing 
beyond bare presumption could ever b^ 
brought in support of eitbei: opinion. 

His vengeance was much less complete 
than he probably fancied ; fpi: Meoteith, 
though so severely wounded as to remain 
long in a dangerous i^tate, was» by haying 
adopted Major Dalgetty's fortunate recom- 
mendation of a cuirass as a bridal- garment^ 
happily secured from the worst conse- 
quences of the blow. But hig services 
were lost to Montroae, and it was thoug-ht 
best that he should be conveyed with h^s 
intended couatess^ now truly a mourning 
bride, and should accompany his wounded 
father-in-law to the castle of Sir Duncan at 
Ardenvohr. Dalgetty followed them to 
the water's edge^ reminding Menteit,h of 
the necessity of erecting a sconce on 
Drumsnib to cover his lady's newly-ac* 
quired inheritance. 

They performed their voyage in safety, 
and Menteith was in a few weeks so well 
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in healthy as to be united to Annot in the 
qastle of her father. 

The Highland efrs were somewhat puz. 
zled to reconcile Menteitb's recovery with 
the visions of the second sight, and the 
more experienced Seers were displeased 
with htm for not having died. But others 
thought the credit of the vision sufficiently 
fulfilled, by the wound inflicted by the hand, 
aind with the weapo*n, foretold ; and all were 
of opinion, tKat the incident of the- ring, 
with the death's head, related to the death 
of the bride's father, who did not survive 
her marriage many months. The incredu- 
lous held, that all this was idle dreaming, 
and that Allan's supposed vision was but a 
cojnsequence of the private suggestions of 
hi^ own passion, which, having long seen 
in Menteith a rival more beloved than 
himself, struggled with his better nature, 
and impressed upon hiin, as it were invo- 
luntarily, the idea of killing his competi* 
tor. 

Menteith did not recover ' sufficiently to 
join Montrose during his brief and glorious 
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career ; and when that heroic general cB^- 
banded his army and retired from Scotlaikd, 
Menteith resolved to adopt the life of |)ri- 
vacy, which he led till the Restoration. Af« 
ter that happy event, he occupied a situa- 
tion in the land befitting his rank, lived 
long, happy alike in public regard and in 
domestic affection, and died at a good old 

Our dramatis persome have been so U« 

mited, that, excepting Montrose, whose 

exploits and fiite are the theme of history, 

'we have only to mention Sir Dngald Dal- 

getty. This gentleman continued, with the 

most rigorous punctuality, to discharge his 

tluty, and to receive his pay, until he was 

made prisoner, among others, upon the 

field of Philliphaugh. He was condemned 

"to share the fate of his fellow- officers on 

that occasion, who were doomed to death 

rather by denunciations from the pulpit, 

than the sentence either of civil or military 

tribunal; their blood being considered as a 

*fiort of sin- offering to take away the guilt of 
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the iand, and the fate imposed upon the C^ 
'tutanites, under a special dispensation^ b9« 
iQg impiously and cruelly applied to them* 
Several Low Country officers^ in the ser- 
vice of the Covenanters, interceded for 
Dalgetty upon this occasion^ representing 
him as a person whose skill would be use- 
iul in their army, and who would he readi- 
ly induced to change his service. But on 
this point they found Sir Dugald unexpect- 
edly obstinate. He had engaged with the 
'King for a certain term, and, till that was 
/^xpired, his principles woidd not permit any 
^shadow of changing. The Covenanters^ 
again^ understood no^uch nice distinctioot 
and he was in the utmost danger of falling 
a martjr, not to this or that political prin- 
ciple, but 'merely to strict ideas of a mili- 
tary eidistment. Fortunately, his friends 
discovered, by computation, that there re* 
mained but a ibrtnigbt to elapse of the en- 
gagement he had formed, and to which^ 
though certain it was never to be renews 
ved, no power on earth could make hica 
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false. With some difficulty they procured 
41 reprieve for this short ^ace, after which 
they found him perfectly willing to come 
under any engagements they chose to dic- 
tate. He entered the service of the Estates 
accordingly, and wrought himself for- 
ward to be Major in Gilbert Ker's corps» 
commonly called the Kirk's Own Regi- 
ment of Horse. Of his farther history 
we know nothing, until we find him in 
possession of his paternal estate of Drum- 
thwacket, which be acquired, not by the 
swords but by a pacific intermarriage with, 
JSannah Strachan, a matron somewhat 
stricken in years, the wido.w of the AbejPt 
deenshire Covenanter. 

Sir Dugald is supposed to have survived 
the Revolution, ^as traditions of no very 
distant date represent him as cruising 
about in that country, very old, very deaf, 
and very full of interminable stories about 
the immortal Gustavus Adolphus, the Lipn 
(rfthe North, and the bulwark of the Pro- 
testant Faith, . 

1 
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Readek! The Tale5 of my Land- 
ix>ftD are now finally closedi and it vfOs 
my purpose to have addresised thee in th^ 
vein of Jedediah Cleishbothaip ; but, like 
Horam the son of Asmar, and all other 
imaginary story-tellers, Jedediah has melt- 
ed into thin air. 

< 

Mr Cleishbotham bore the same resem- 
blance to Ariel, as he at whose voice 
he rose doth to the sage Prospero ; and 
y^ so fond are we of the fictions of our 
own fancy, that I part with him, and 
all his imaginary localities, with idle re- 
luctance. I am aware this is a feeling in 
which the reader will little sympathize ; 
but hexannot be more sensible than I am, 
that sufficient varieties have now been ex- 
hibited of the Scottish character, to ex- 
haust one individuars powers of observa- 
tion, and that to persist would be useless 
and tedious. I have the vanity to suppose. 
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that the popularity of these Novels has 
shewn my couhtrymen, and their peculia* 
rittesi ia lights which were new to the 
Soathem reader { and that many, hitherto 
indi£fisrent upon the aubjecti have been in- 
duced to read Scottish history^ from the 
allusions in these works of fiction. 

I retire from the field, conscious there 
remains behind not only a large harvest 
but labourers capable of gathering it in. 
More than one writer has of late displayed 
talents of this description ; and if the pre« 
aent autiior, himself a phftntom» m^ be 
permitted to distinguish a brother, or per« 
haps a sister shadow, he wcmld mention^ in 
particular, the author of the very lively 
woxk^ entitled ^ Marriage." 
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